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CHAP.  I. 

THE  CREATION  OF  THE  WORLD. 

CMst**!/^  beginning  God  created  the 
4004.  * heaven  and  the  earth.  The  great 
Creator  himself  never  had  a begin- 
ning. God  is  from  everlasting  to  everlast- 
ing. But  there  was  a time,  when  this 
world  and  all  things  in  it  began  to  be.^ 
iHe  made  them  at  his  own  pleasure  ; at 
that  time,  and  ip  that  manner,  which  he 
saw  best  and  fittest  for  the  wonderful 
work.-  He  created  the  Sun,  Moon,  and 
Stars  ; he  made  the  air,  the  earth,  and 
the  sea,  and  filled  them  with  various 
living  creatures,  birds,  beasts,  and  fishes. 
He  then  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the 
ground,  and  called  him  Adam  (because 
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that  word  in  Hebrew  signifies  earth  or 
ground)  and  infused  iftto  him  the  breath 
of  life:  so  that  he  is  related  both  to  spirit  * 
and  matter,  and  hath  both  united  in  him- 
self. . 

It  was  not  good,  however,  yer  man  to  he 
alone  ';  to  remaijn  destitue  of  a rational 
companion:  therefore  the  Almighty  hav- 
ing taken  one  of  his  ribs,  while  he  w’as 
sleeping,  made  a woman  of  it,  and  she 
became  his  wife.  God  probably  formed 
the  woman  in  this  particular  manner,  to 
remind  husbands  and  wives  of  their  near 
relation,  and  the  tender  love  which  ought 
always  to  subsist  between  them.  Adam 
called  her  Eve,  that  word  signifying  life, 
because  she  was  to  be  the  mother  of  all 
living.  On  the  seventh  day  God  rested 
from  his  works ; hot  that  the  creation 
was  attended  wfith  any  labour  oxiA  fatigue 
to  him ; but  having  finished  the  things 
which  he  intended  to  make  at  that  time, 
he  left  off.  He  then  viewed  them  with 
pleasure,  and  pronounced -them  to  be 
very  good.  * 

What  an  idea  of  the  power  of  God 
does  the  creation  give  us ! He  only  said, 
JM  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light. 
He  spake,  and  the  earth  teas  made;  the 
heavens  and  all  the  host  of  them.  had. their 

being,  by  the  bi'eath  of  his  mouth. He 

is  s^s  wise  too  as  he  is  powerful;  the  more 
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we  consider  the  bcftxitj,  the  variety,' and 
the  usefulness  of  the  things  which  are 
made,  the  more  clearly  do  we  see^  that 
they  are  the  works  of  the  highest  wis- 
dom and  contrivance.  O Lord,  how  nut- 
nifold  are  thy  ivorks^ ! in  wisdom  hast  thou 
made  them  all. — How  great  also  is  the 
goodness  of  God  ! It  is  owing  to  his  free 
goodness  that  any  creatures  were  form- 
ed and  Ay  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works.  In  him  zoe  live,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being.  . He  giveth  us  all  things 
richly  to  enjoy,  and  hath  besfozced  such  love 
’upon  us,  that  we  skoidd  he  called  the  sons 
••yf  God. 

@3*  Who  can  sufficiently  declare 
the  works  of  thy  power,  wisdom,  and 
goodness,  O.thou  all-creating  and  all- 
supporting God?  zoiio  can  utteyjall 
thy  praise  P — Imprint  upon  my  mind 
a deep  sense  of  thine  infinite  excel- 
lencies; and  teach  me,  O.thou  Father  of 
Spirits,  to  love  thee  with  all  my  heart, 
to  fear  thee  with  the'  profoundest  reve- 
rence, to  put  a steady  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  thee,  to  ^^rship  thee  with  a 
pure  adoration,  and  to  honour  and  obey 
thee  in  the,  whole  course  x)f  hiy  life.  , 


4 The  .Fall  of  Man. 

CHAP.  II. 

, THE  F'ALL.  ^ 

I^T AN  was  created  innocent  and  up- 
right,  with  powers  of  understanding 
and  will,  after  the  image  of  God  ; (for  it 
is  in  these  respects,  that  the  scriptures 
say,  man  was  made  in  the  image  of  Ood.) 
He  was  immediately  placed  in  the  fruitful 
and  pleasant  garden  of  Eden,  where  he  en- 
joyed many  happy  tokens  of  his  Maker’s 
love,  and  was  indulged  in  the  free  use 
of  all  the  delights  that  surrounded  him ; 
Vt'ith  one  only  restraint,  as  a test  or  trial 
of  his  obedience.  He  was  forbidden  to 
touch  the  fruit  of  one  tree,  in  the  middle 
of  the  garden,  which  w'as  called  the  Tree 
of  Knowledge,  the  knowledge  of  Good  and 
Evil with  a solemn  assurance  from  God, 
that  if  he  did  touch  it,  he  should  die. 

Our  first  parents;  while  they  were  obe- 
dient to  God,  enjoyed  uninterrupted  ease 
and  happiness ; and  if  they  had  preserv- 
ed their  innocence  in  this  state  of  trial, 
would  have  been  raised,  in  due  time, 
from  earth  to  heaven.  But  they  un- 
gratefully broke  theHivine  command ; and 
ate  of  the  fruit  of  that  tree,  which  they 
were  forbidden  to  eat.  Thus  sin  entered 
into  the  world  ,•  and  death  by  sin : the  hu- 
man constitution  was  immedi,ately  de- 
based and  impaired ; and  a sinful  cor- 
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rupt  nature,  subject  to  disease  and  death,  • 
was  derived  from  Adam  to  all  his  poste- 
rity. 

What  could  be  the  cause  of  their 
guilt?  What  could  induce  them  to  com- 
mit an  act,  by  which  they  forfeited  their 
life  and  happiness  ? and  how  could  they 
be  prevailed  upon  to  disobey  their  great 
Creator  and  Benefactor  ? — It  was  by 
giving  ear  to  evil  counsel:  for  the  Devil, 
the  grand  adversary  of  God  and  Man, 
appeared  in  the  form  of  Vi  fiery  Serpent,. 
or,  as  some  think  the  original  word  may 
be  translated,  a flaming  angel,  like  one 
of  those  who  attended, the  Lord.  He 
was  originally  an  angel  in  heaven,  but 
was  cast  down  for  his  pride  and  disobe- 
dience; and  is  represented  in  scripture, 
as  full  of  malice,  envy,  and  deceit,  seek- 
ing to  spread  misery  and  ruin  through 
the  world,  by  suggesting  evil  thoughts, 
and  tempting  men  to  sin.  With  this 
dreadful  design  he  accosted  Eve,  and  by 
artfully  raising  in  her  mind  a foolish 
wicked  curiosity,  and  a desire  of  happi- 
ness above  her  state,  prevailed  on  her 
to  taste  the  forbidden  f»uit.  She  was 
pleased  with  the  relish  of  it,  and  per- 
suaded her  husband  also  t®  eat  some. 
Their  eyes  were  irntnediately  opened ; 
th^  saw,  their  guilt  and  their  wretched- 
ness, and  felt  the  stings  and  lashes  of  an 
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avenging  conscience.  The  zoicked 

• are  like  the  troubled  sea,  zjohen  it  cannot 
rest,  zvhose  zvaters  cast  up  mire  and  dirt. 

Before  they  had  sinned,  they  had  been 
graciously  admitedto  converse  with  their 
Maker,  and  had  unspeakable  delight  in 
the  sacred  intercourse;  but  as  soon  as 
. they  had  transgressed  his  command, 

■ shame  and  consciousness  of  guilt  took 
place ; they  were  afraid  of  his  looking 
on  them,  and  when  they  heard  the  sound 
of  his  presence  in  the  garden,  endea- 
voured to  hide  themselves  from  him. 

But,  alas ! there  is  no  darkness  nor 
shadozo  of  death,  zsohere  the  zaorkers  of  ini- 
guitp  may  hide  themselves.  He  called 
forth  the  criminals,  who  tried  to  excuse* 
themselves  by  throwing  the  blame  of  their 
wickedness  upon  others.  Adam  laid  the 
blame  of  what  he  had  done  upon  his 
wife ; and  F.ve,  on  the  other  hand,  ac- 
cused the  Serpent.  God,  however, 

is  not  mocked:  palliating  excuses  are  but 
as  a spider's  zeeb ; while  an  honest  con- 
fession and  resolution  of  amendment  will 
elTectually  recommend  the  sinner  to 
mercy. — He  immediately  pronounced 
sentence  upon  the  offenders;  but  at  the 
same  time,  to  comfort  them  under  their 
distress,  He  gave  them  a gracious  inti- 
mation, that  he  vVould  raise  up  in  future 
time  a Deliverer,  • who  should  bruise  the 
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serpe^nt’s  head,  and  triumph  over  their 
malicious  enemy.  He  then  drove  them 
out  of  the  garden  of  Paradise,  and  sent 
them  into  a country  towards  the  east, 
where  they  were  obliged  to  dig  and  la- 
bour for  their  support,  till  at  last  being 
worn  out  with  old  age  and  infirmities, 
they  died. 

We  sin  against  God  when  we  ne- 
glect to  do  what  he  has  commanded,  or 
when  we^  do  what  he  has  forbidden ; 
and  we  may  judge  of  the  hatred  of  God 
against  sin,  by  the  punishment  inflicted 
n^on  Adam,  and  the  express  declaration 
of  his  holy  word.  The  soul  that  sinneth,, 
shall  die : and  the  wages  of  sin  is  death. 
This  death  consisteth,  not  merely  in  the 
separation  of  the  soul  from  the  body, 
but  more  especially  in  the  separation  of 
the  soul  and  body,  when  re-united,  from 
the  blessed  presence  of  God.  Fear  not 
them  who  kill  the  body,  but  are  not  able  to 
kill  the  soul : but  rather  fear  him  who  is 
able  to  destroy  both  soul  and  body  in  hell. 
How  great  then  is  the  guilt  and  folly  of 
those,  who  make  amoek  at  sin,  and  take 
pleasure  in  that  which  is  so  offensive  to 
their  Creator,  and  productive  of  so 
much  misery  ! O,  let  us  all  confess  our 
offences  at  the  footstool  of  a pure  God, 
and^with  sincere  dependence  on  the  great 
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Mediator  and  Redeemer,  who  was  but 
obscurely  revealed  to  Adam,  but  who  in 
these  our  days  hath  been  manifest  in  the 
flesih,  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to 
light ; let  us  embrace  the  gracioTis  terms 
of  the  new  covenant : and  resolve  by  tlae 
divine  assistance  to  cleanse  our  hearts 
from  the  love  of  sin,  to  cherish  an  hatred 
and  abhorrence  of  it,  and  to  bring  forth 
fruit  unto  holiness. 


CAIN  AND  ABEL. 

-and  Abel,  the  two  first  sons  of 


jfiaain  and  Kve  (whose  family  was  gra- 
dually encreased)  pursued  very  different 
employments.  Abel  zvasa  keeper  of  sheep, 
but  Cain  zoas  a tiller  of  the  ground.  Their 
tempers  were  as  different  as  their  occu- 
pations. Abel  was  a lover  of  righteous- 
ness, and  obedient  to.  his  parents;  but 
Cain  was  obstinate  and  wdcked,  neither 
fearing  God  nor  loving  man.  It  was  usu- 
al, in  the  infancy  of  the  world,  to  pre- 
sent oblations  to  God,  the  giver  of  every 
good  gift ; and  when  the  brothers  brought 
their  offerings,  Abel  of  the  firstlings  of  his 
fock,  and  Cain  of  the  fruit  of  the  grounds 
the  sacrifice  of  Abel,  on  account  of  his 
piety  and  goodness,  was  more  acce|>ta- 
ble  to  God  than  the  offering  of  Cdin  s 
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and  Qod  bore  Witness  to  his  gifts,  by  some 
visible  token  of  his  favour.  The  Lord 
also  condescended  to  reason  with  Cain, 
and  to  assure  him,  that  if  he  would  be 
good  and  righteous,  he  and  his  offering 
should  likewise  be  accepted.  But,  in- 
stead of  reforming  his  behaviour  and 
temper,  he  grew  worse  and  worse : he 
hated  his  brother  more  and  more  j and 
at  length  his  malice  and  anger  became 
so  violent,  that  he  rose  up  against  Abel 
and  slew  him.  He  flattered  himself  that 
there  was  no  witness  of  his  guilt,  and  - 
that  no  one  would  know  it : but  there  is 
no  safety,  except  in  innocence  and  vir- 
tue. Wherever  we  are,  and  whatever  we 
do,  we  are  under  the  immediate  eye  of 
God.  The  Almighty  Judge  was  a spec- 
tator of  the  crime,  and  afterwards  ex- 
postulated with  him ; Where  is  Abel  thy 
brother  ? What  hast  thou  done?  The  voice 
of  thy  brother's  blood  cryeth from  the  ground. 
He  then  pronounced  judgment  upon  the 
murderer : in  consequence  of  which  Cain 
removed  with  his  wife  and  children  from 
his  habitation;  and  having  wandered 
from  place  to  place,  as  a fugitive  and 
a vagabond,  at  length  settled  in  the 
land  of  Nod.  He  however  stilLcarried 
the  mark  of  his  guilt  along  with  him. 
He  was  vexed  with  the  horror  of  eonsci- 
encd  within,  and  calamities  without ; 
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and  walked  upon  earth  a woeful  specta- 
cle, labouring  under  the  distemper  of  a 
w ounded  spirit,  which  no  medicine  can 
cure. 

Learn  from  the  wickedness  and 
misery  of  Cain,  to  correct  and  regulate 
your  owm  life.  Do  not  content  yourself 
with  the  mere  outward  forms  of  devo- 
tion, but  lift  up  your  heart  with  your 
hands  unto  the  Lord.  Guard  carefully 
against  the  first  approaches  of  hatred 
and  malice,  lest  they  should  increase 
upon  you  by  degrees,  and  huriy  you 
into  the  most  shocking  excesses.  An 
angry  man  stirreth  up  strife,  and  a furious 
man  aboundeth  in  transgressions. 


CHAP.  IV. 


THE  FLOOD. 


w'as  pleased  to  comfort 
5874.  Adam  and  Eve  for  the  loss  of 
Abel,  by  giving  them  another  son  whom 
they  called  Seth.  Moses,  w’ho  wrote 
this  account,  has  not  given  us  the  names 
of  all  the  children  of  Adams  for  he  in- 
tended only  to  set  forth  the  creation,  and 
some  remarkable  events,  and  to  point 
out  the  particular  family  from  which  the 
Saviour  of  tlie  world  was  to  arise.  The 
descendants  of  Seth  were  so  eminent  for 
their  piety  and  virtue,  that  they  w'ere 
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called  the  sons  of  God  ; and  one  of  them, 
Enoch,  was, so  beloved  by  the  Almiglity, 
that  he  was  taken  up  into  heaven,  with- 
out suffering  the  pains  of  death  : but  the 
family  of  Co/72,  being  impious  and  cor- 
rupt, were  called  by  way  of  distinction, 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  men. 

After  a long  course  of  time,  how’ever, 
the  descendants  of  Seth  also  neglected 
the  worship  and  service  of  the  great 
Creator : and  being  allured  by  the  beau- 
ty of  the  women,  who  were  of  the  race 
of  Cain,  gave  themselves  up  to  the  in- 
dulgence of  sinful  appetites.  By  de- 
grees the  human  race  w’as  overspread 
with  sin ; all  fiesh  corrupted  its  zvap 
upon  the  earth,  and  every  imagination 
(f  the  heart  was  only  evil  continually.  God 
was  pleased  to  use  various  methods 
to  bring  them  to  repentance,  and  turn 
them  from  their  evil  waysj  but  they 
would  not  hear  his  voice ; they  trampled 
upon  his  mercies,  and  despised  all  his 
warnings ; and  grew  \vorse  and  worse, 
more  and  more  abandoned ; till  the  time 
of  punishment  came,  and  the  Almighty 
destroyed  the  world  of  the  ungodly  by  flood 
of  waters. 

But  Noah  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord.  Noah  was  a just  man,  and  walked 
with  God:  he  was  diligent  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  both  tow^ards  God  and 
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towards  man,  and  therefore  God  was 
pleased  to  save  him  from  the  general 
destruction  ; and  not.  only  him,  but,  for 
his  sake,  his  wife,  and  his  three  sons  and 
their  wives.  For  this  purpose  he  com- 
manded him  to  make  a large  vessel, 
called  an  after  a particular  planf 
and  wdien  it  w^as  completed.  He  shut  up 
and  secured  in  it,  him  and  his  family, 
and  sotne  of  every  living  thing  of  all  flesh, 
with  provision  for  their  subsistence. 

Before  was  done,  the  flood 

Christ  came  on  with  great  violence.  In 
23+9.  very  same  day,  all  the  fountains 
of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  and  the 
windows  (or  flood-gates,)  cf  heaven  were 
- opened;  so  that  the  waters,  in  a short 
time,  prevailed  exceedingly  upon  the  earth, 
and  ail  the  high  hills,  which  were  under  the 
whole  heavens,  were  covered.  The  v/retch- 
ed  inhabitants  began  to  feel  the  truth 
of  those'  threatoj  jugs,  which  they  had 
laughed  at  and  3-jffcpised.  Now  at  last 
they  lift  up  their  hands  to  heaven,  and 
cry  out  to  God  fc'  help  j but  alas ! all  in 
vain.  The  senter  ^ is  gone  forth ; judg- 
ment hath  taken  hold  of  them;  the 
mighty  wmters  are  pouring  upon  themf 
on  every  side,  and  nothing  is  to  be  seen 
but  vengeance  and  destruction. 

@3=-  By  the  word  of  God,  saith  St.  Peter, 
the  world,  which  then  was,  being  over- 
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flowed  with  loater,  perished.  But  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  tchich  are  now, 
by  the  same  word  are  kept  in  store,  re- 
served unto  flre  against  the  day  of  judg- 
ment. What  manner  of  persons  therefore 
ought  we  to  be,  in  all  holy  conversation  and 
godliness. 

'■1— II  I .1  ..‘.I  ■'.'■1 1 ■,  II  , ■ I I , 

CHAP.  V. 

gob’s  covenant  with  NOAH. 

TN  the  midst  of  judgment  God  remembers 
mercy.  Though  the  destruction  by 
the  flood  was-so  general  and  extensive, 
yet  he  preserved  a small  remnant  of  the 
human  race,  from  whom  a new  genera- 
tion was  to  be  raised.  The  Ark  floated 
safely  from  place  to  place  upon  the  wa- 
ters>  till  God  caused  them  gradually  to 
decrease : at  length  it  rested  upon 
Mount  Ararat;  and  some  time  after 
when  the  earth  was  in  i proper  state  for 
their  habitation,  he  dl  icted  Noah  to  go 
out  of  the  Ark,  and  to  take  his  family 
and  all  the  creaturea*?dth  him.  As  soon 
as  they  had  set  theiaoeet  upon  the  land, 
Noah  raised  an  altar  to  the  Lord,  and 
they  offered  sacrifices,  pouring  forth 
thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  thejr  wonder- 
ful preservation.  God  was  pleased  with 
this  mark  of  pious  gratitude,  and  estab- 
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•lisli^d  a covenant  with  Noah  and  his 
children,  that  he  woiuM  not  any  more 
destroy  tire  World  by  a flood  ; and  added 
this  gracio-us  promise,  wlule  the  earth  re- 
viainebh,  seed-time  a;nd  harvest,  void  and 
heat,  summer  and  iehikr,  day  and  ni^hti 
shall  not  cease. 

. He  then  also  appointed  the  Rainhow 
to  be  an  everlasting  token  of  this  cove- 
nant and  promise.  It  compasse/h  the  Hea- 
ven zoith  . a glormis  circle,  mul  the  hands 
of,,  the  Most  High  have  bended  iU  He 
likewise  renewed  to  Noah  the  blessing, 
which  he  had  given  to  Adam  at  tl>e  bo^. 
ginning,  of  , a dominion  over  the  earth, 
and  all  the  creature^  in  it;  and  added 
t^i^  privilege  of  killing  any  of  them  for 
foo.d.^  AgflA,  lived  tjn’ee  hundred  'and 
fifty  years  after  tlie  flood ; and  if  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  took  great 
care  to  train  up  his  children,  and 
his  descendants,  which  were  soon  mul- 
tiplied upon  the  earth,  in  the;  way 
ofj;  piety  and  holiness-  He  was  cer- 
tainly well  qualified  to  promote  the 
knowiiedge  and  practice  of  religion,  and 
fp instruct  mankind  .concerning  the  attri- 
l^Htes  and  perfections  of  God,  a govern- 
ing Providence,  the  fall  of  Man,  and  the 
promise  of  a Redeemer  and  Deliyerer;' 
of  which  gracious  promise,  AfoaA  was 
now  become  the  heir,  and  throngh  him 
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it.  was  to  be  handed  down  to  succeeding 
generations. 

CHAP.  VI. 

tower  Of  BABEL,  OR  CONFUSION 
2124T.  ) OF  LANGUAOES. 

THE  sons  of  ^^oah  were  Japheth,  Shem, 
and  Ham,  whose  descendants  soon 
became  so  numerons,  that  they  could 
not  live  together  in  one  family,  or  agree 
in  any  general  plan  of  government : and 
therefore  many  of  them  resolved  to  form 
themselves  into  a separate  society,  and 
to  remove  into  some  other  country.  Ac- 
cordingly they  left  their  great  ancestor,’ 
Noah,  (who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
founder  of  the  Chinese  empire)  and  jour- 
neyed from  the  east,  till  they  came  to  a 
pleasant  and  fruitful  plain,  in  the  land  of 
Shinar.  There  they  determined  to  fix’ 
their  habitation;, and  soon  becoming  am- 
bitious of  distinguislfing  themselves,  and 
establishing  a powerful  kingdom  ; they 
began  to  build  a very  high  tower  : but  j 
what  they,  in  their  fond  conceit,  intend- 
ed to  be  a monument  of  their  fame  and 
power,  was  made  a monument  of  their 
pride  and  folly.  For,  while  they  were 
at  work,  God  produced  diverse  languages^ 
among  them : though  they  retained  the 
power  of  speaking,  yet  He  caused  them 
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to  express  their  thoughts  by  new  sounds, 
so  that  they  could  not  understand  one 
another.  This  sudden  change  excited 
such  a tumult  and  confeion  among  the 
builders,  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
their  work  unfinished.  After  which, 
having  quitted  Babel,  in  different  parties, 
according  as  they  understood  each 
other’s  language,  they  settled  in  sepa- 
rate countries  j and  gradually  as  they 
increased,  they  spread  more  and  more, 
till  the  human  race  was  dispersed  over 
the  face  of  the  earth.  . 

The  measures  of  our  conduct 
should  be  formed  by  a regard  to  the  Di- 
vine will,  and  not  by  our  own  vain  whims 
and  fancies.  Pride  loas  not  made  for 
man.  It  has  frequently  hurried  persons 
into  the  most  fatal  misconduct,  and  in- 
deed into  destruction.  God  resisteth  the 
proud,  but  giveth  grace  unto  the  humble. 
He  that  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased, 
but  he  that  humbleth  Idmself  shall  be  exalted. 

. CHAP.  VII. 

THE  CALL  OF  ABRAM. 

'J'HE  family  of  Shem,  {vom  which  the 
great  Redeemer  was  to  come,  settled 
al  j/r,  in  Chaldea  : but  the  principles  of 
true  religion  soon  decayed  upon  the 
earth  •,  the  belief  and  worship  of  the  one  ! 
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Supreme  Being  gradually  degenerated, 
and  the  world  in  general  was  at  length 
over-run  with  idolatry  and  wickedness. 
But  Ahram,  the  son  of  Terah,  a descend- 
ant of  Shem,  was  remarkable  for  his  un- 
Before  derstandiiig  and  piety ; and  there- 
chiiit  fore  the  Almighty  called  him  out 
of  Ur,  when  he  was  seventy -five 
years  of  age.  Accordingly  be  went  with 
his  father,  and  Sarai,  his  wife,  and  his 
nephew  L/>t,  into  Haran  : from  wdience 
after  the  death  of  Terah,  he  removed  by 
the  Divine  direction,  into  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan. He  was  taken  fronr-  his  country 
and  father’s  house,  that  he  might  be  the 
father  of  a peculiar  nation,  whom  God 
designed  to  train  up  in  the  knowledge 
and  wmrship  of  himself,  and  the  promise 
of  a Saviour  : and  God  encouraged  and 
comforted  him  in  th4  undertaking  by  a 
solemn  assurance,  that  He  would  bless 
him,  and  make  him  a-great  nation ; I wilt 
make  of  thee,  says  He,  a great  nation:  and 
in  thee  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  he 
blessed.  ■<  • ' ■ 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


THTE  DESTRUCTION  OF  SODOM  AND 
GOMORRAH. 


and  Lot  lived  together  with 
their  families,  in  the  land  of  (J<maan. 


They  were  eminent  examples-  of  piety 
and  holiness ; tlrerefore  God  loved'  tJiem 
and  hle^ed  them . At  lens^th  their  herds 
and.  flocks  increased  so  much,  thattheie 


was  not  sufficient  ivtom:  in  the^  place 
where  they  dwelt  j and  debates  arose 
between  their  servants  about  convenient 


}>asturage.  Upop  which  Abr-mn,  with 
great  condescension  and  humanity,  pro- 
posed to  lud,  that  they  should  part ; and 
oftered  him  the  choice,  either  to  conti- 


nue where  he  then  was,  or  to  remove  , to 
another  place.  How  honourable 

is  this  oondi^eRsiSn  'm  Abram  to  his 


ne|)hew  Lot?  Aind ho w^ powerfully  does 
it  recornmend  to  us  nteekness  and  for- 


bearance, and  the  love  of  peace  and  eon- 
ebrd  chose  tho  plain-  of  Jordan^ 

which  was  every  where  welt  watered,  and 
pitched  his  tent  near  Sodom  ; but  he  had 
not  been  settled  there  many  years,  when 
Chedorlaomer,  king  of  Elam  m,  Persia ^ 
brought  an  army  against  the  king  of  So- 
dom, who  had  rebelled  against  him  ; and, 
iiavhng  over-run  several  kingdoms  about 
tiie  land  of  Canaan,  carried  away  much 
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spoil,  and''«itiny  eaptites,  among  wljfom 
■were  Lot  and  his  family,  Abram  was 
iimneditttely  informed  of  wliat  was  donev 
and  having;  airnied  his  trained  servants, 
pnrstt^  the  enemy,  attacked  them  by 
surprize  in  tJie'*higiht,  rescued  all  the 
captives,  and  brought  back  Lot  and  his 
goods  to  his  former  habitation. 

Befbm  inhabitants  of  Sodom  and  Go^ 

cikrist  mort'&h  •vveie  however  so  lost  to  all 
sense  of  religion,  and  so  given  up  to 
impuif^  lusts,  that  God  resolved  to  de- 
stroy, them.  But  at  the  same  time  that 
he  manifested,  Eiuch  an  aboi’rence  of  sin 
and  wickedness,  heishewed  adistinguish- 
ing  .regaj^  to  eminent  piety  and  good- 
ness, by  sending  two.  angels  for  the  pre- 
servation of  Xoi.  Angels  are  a 

particular  kihd  .of  beings,  ^ much  superiof 
to  men : they  are  refwesented  . as  per- 
forming, tlie  commandments  of  God.  with 
unwearied  alacrity  and  diligence  ; and 
are  said  to  be  miiiik£r‘ki§.sphpks^.smi- forth 
to  be  ministers  for  them  zstft&^hall  be  heirs 
of  salvation. 

The  two  Angels  came  to  .^0/  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  men ; and,  as  he  supposed 
them  tobetravellers,  heentertainedthem 
in  a friendly,  hospitable  manner. 

They  xoero  strangers  and  he 
took  them  in.  They  soon  acquainted 
liim,'  that  they  were  sent  to  execute 
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ven^ance  upon  Sodom  a,nd  Gomorrah 
for  their  aggravated  iniquities,  and  to 
rescue  him  and  his  family  from  the 
dreadful  ruin.  They  accordingly  took 
Lot  and  his  wife  and  jhis  two  daugh- 
ters ; and  having  led  him  out  of  the  city, 
chai’ged  them  to  flee  from  the  danger  ■ 
without  the  least  delay.  But,  as  they 
went  towards  %oar,  the  wife  of  Loty 
either,  out  of  vain  curiosity  to  see  wh^t 
became  of  the  place,  or  a fond  desire  of 
returning  to  her  old  habitation,  looked  or 
returned  back;  for  which  she  became  a 
pillar  of  salt,  as  hard  and  durable  as  stone ; 

tisting  monument  of  her  folly  and  dis- 
dience  ! — ThenGod  sent  fire  and  brim- 
stone out  of  heaven  upon  Sodom  awd  Go- 
morrah, the  smoke  of  the  country  went 
up  as  the  smoke  of  a furnace,  die  cmerthrew 
the  cities  atid  all  the  inhabitants  ; and  made 
them  an  example  to  those  who  should  after- 
wards live  ungodly. 


CHAP,  IX. 

THE  BII|TH  OF  ISAAC. 

God  was  pleased  with  the  piety  and 
.virtue  of  jfbram,  and  promised  to  be 
his  protector  and  shield  of  defence,  and 
to  gite  him , an ' exceeding  great  reward, 
4braanyidiS  desirous  of  having  a son,  in 
.preference  to  a)l  earthly  blessings  and  re- 
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wards ; and  with  great  humility  expr<g|ed 
some  uneasiness  .before  - the  LordjHje- 
Gause  he  was  yet  childless,  and  had  only 
Eliezer,  the  steward  of  his  house  to  suc- 
ceed him  j upon  which  God  promisetl, 
that  a son  of  h?f%wn  should  be  his  heir, 
and  that  his  race  should  be  as  the  stars 
in  multitude.  Some  years  afterwards 
God  renewed  his  covenant  with  Abraniy 
and  changed  his  name  to  Abraham^  be- 
cause (according  to  the  meaning  of  the 
word)  he  was  to  be'  the  father  of  many 
nations  i and  he  changed  the  name  of 
Sarai,  which  signifies  my  princess,  to  Sa- 
rah, wliich  signifies  the  princess  \n  a large 
and  extensive  sense,  according  to  the 
promise  of  God  5 she  shall  be  a mother  (or 
princess)  of  nations  ; kings  of  people  shall 
be  of  her.  The  Almighty  at  the  same 
time  assured  him,  thdi  Sarah  should  have 
a son,  who  should  be  called  Isaac;  • and 
that  He  would  establish  his  covenant  with 
Kim,  and  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  should 
be  blessed  through  him : the  meaning  of 
which  was,  that  his  desceildhlnts  should 
be  heirs  of  the  great  universal  promise, 
and  a person  should  arise  from  them, 
who  would  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
and  a blessing  to  all  nations. 

Sarah,  indeed,  because  she  was  now 
grown  old,  placed  very  little  dependance 
upon  this  promise,  and  even. at  it 
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herself  ; for  w|iich  the  Lord  ver-* 
prorod  her.  But  Ah^aham  rw<)i\ie^  with 
patience  for  the  performance  of  His  word,, 
which  never  fails ; being  fullij  persuaded, 
that  what  God  Jtad  promised,  He  was  able 
also  to  perforin.  ^ 

The  time  appointed  at  length  came, 
ami  ASaraA  brought  forth  a son,  who  was 
qalled  Isaac.  This  was  &,n  occasion  of 
great  joy ; and  he  proved  an  increasing- 
comfort  and  blessing  to  his  aged  parents  p 
for  as  he  grew  in  years  and  stature,  he 
improved  in  knowledge  and  goodness  p 
because.  Abraham  commanded  his  children 
a^-  his  houshold  te  keep  the  way  of  the  Jj)rd, 
t&  do  fustke  and  judgment. 

Parents,  bring  up  your  children  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord : 
Train  them  up  in  the  way  they  should  gd, 
and  when  they  are  old,  they  will  not  depart 
fi'omit, 

Children,  konoiir  and  obey ymir parents  ; 
for  that  is  well  pleasing  to  the  Lord : and 
it  shall  be  wdl  zvith  you,  jboth  in  this  zwrld 
mid  in  the  next. 


liagar  and  hkmad. 
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CHAP.  X. 


HAGAR  AND  ISHMAEI.. 


the  first  promise  of  q.  son  to  .dl67*<?- 


some  years  had  passed  after 


ham^  and  still  continued  chiMIe^, 

she  gave  np  all  expectation  ,of  betotning 
a mother  herself,  and  concluded,  that  the 
promi&ed  heir  'was  to  be  both  of  a bother 
tvoSian.,  She  therefore , persuaded  her 
husband  to  take  agar,  her  handmaid, 
as  a trife.  ‘ jKagar  became  prOijd  npoii 
this  change  of  her  condition,  and  treated 
her  imistress  rvith  contempt  and  inso- 
lence, and  after  the  birth  of  Isaac,- Idii 
aiaef,.  the  son  of  Hagan,  looking  upod 
him'  with  an  en^ddus  and  jealpns  eye^ 
made  a mock  and  decision  of  him.'  At 
fhlfe  b^iitviour ' Sarah  wag  so*  blfended' 
that  she  itbdof tubed  Ahxciham  *td  exclude 
flagav  and  her  $on.  from'  the  family  : and, 
when  the  :father  was  in  great  perplexity 
bpoti  the  occasion,  the  Cord  confirmed 
the  request  of  Sarah,  and  directed  hftn 
to  send  away  the  mother  and  the  son ; 
promising  that  Ishmael  should  become  a 
nation,  but  at  the  same  time  declaring, 
that  in  Isaac  his  seed  should  be  called. 

There  was  a great  difference,  accord- 
ing to  the  Apostle  Paul,  between  .these 
sons ; for  Ishmael,  the  son  of  Hagar,  the 
bond-woman,  was  born  only  according 
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to  the  flesh  in  the  comnion  course  of 
nature  ; but  Isaac  was  born,  by  virtue  of 
the  promise,  and  by  the  particular  inter- 
position of  divine  power.  They  represent 
to  us  the  two  covenants  of  the  Law  and 
the  Gospel : the  former  is  a state  of  bond- 
age and  servility ; the  latter  a state  of 
fi'eedom  and  glorious  privileges.  The 
ministration  of  Moses  wds  weak  axvdiunpro- 
fitahle,  when  compared  with  the  Gospel, 
which  is  the  ministration  of  righteousness^ 
of  life,  and  the  spirit ; and  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Jewish  and  the  Christian  state 
is  like  that  between  childhood  and  man- 
hood, between  shadow  and  ^nbstance, 
between  bondage  and  liberty,  How 

thankful  then  should  we  be  to  God  that 
we  are  the  children  of  the  free-woman, 
called  under  the  liberal  anff  liappy  dis- 
pensation of  the  Gospel,  and  made  heirs 
of  the  blessings  of  the  covenant  through 
the  promised  seed,  of  whom  it  was  de- 
clared, that  all  the  families  of  the  earth, 
should  be  blessed. 
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GHAP.  XL 

THE  FAITH  OK  ABRAHAM  IN  OFFERING 
ISAAC. 

^ I 'HE  Almighty  was  pleased  to  make 
another  trial  of  the  faith  and  obedi- 
ence of  Abraham  ; or  rather  to  manifest 
them  more  fully  to  the  world;  and  make 
hiin  an  illustrious  pattern  to  all  posterity. 
H^ommanded  him  to  take  Isaac,  when 
he  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
and  offer  him  for  a burnt-offering,  upon 
mount  Moriah.  Severe  as  the  command 
was ; though  Isaac  was  his  son,  his  ofily 
son,  whom  he  loved  with  all  the  atfection  • 
of  a tender  father : though  he  was  the 
very  son,  of  whom  it  was  expressly  said, 
in  shall  thy  seed  be  called:  he  readily 
complied  with  it,  - He  reasoned  with 
himself,  that  God  who  had  given  him, 
as  it  vyere  by  a miracle,  when  in  the 
course  of  nature  there  was  no  hope  of 
children,  was  able  even  to  raise  him  from 
the  dead;  and  therefore,  being  strong  in 
faith,  he  staggered  not.  He  rose  early 
the  next  morning,  and  took  Isaac  to  the 
mountain;  the  fatal  knife  was  in  his 
hand ; his  son  lay  panting  upon  the  altar; 
and  he  wasjustgiving  the  deadly  stroke, 
w hen  an  %ngel  stayed  his  hand.  As  he 
looked  round  in  surprize,  he  saw  a ram 
catght  in  a thicket ; and  having  seized 
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it,  he  offered  it  for’a  burnt-offering-,  in- 
stead of  his  son.  For  this  great  act  of 
faith  and  trus^f  in  the  Su-preme  Being, 
.^ftm/iawwas  honottt'Cd with  the  glorious 
name  father  of  the  faithful;  and  God 
immediately  renewed  his  promise  -to 
him,  tha,t  he  would  bless  him  very 
abundantly,  and  multipl}'  liis  family : 
In  thy  seed  (said  Hb)  shall  all  the  natwns 
of  the  earth  be  blessed,  because  ^hou  mist 
obeyed  my  voice. 

We  are  taught;  by  this  instance 
of  obedience,  to  lo\'e  God  above  every 
thing  upon  earth,  and  to  aesign  with  a 
willing  mind,  our  fortune,  our  children, 
out  dearest  comforts  whenever  he  calls 
. for  them.— -We  cannot  but  observe  far- 
ther, that  this  particular  action,  required 
from  Abraham,  was  a remarkable  type 
or  representation  of  what  was  done 
afterwards,  as  is  supposed  upon  \ the 
same  mountain ; and  seems  intended  to 
point  out  to  him,  and  to  succeeding  ge- 
nerations, the  particular  method,  by 
which  God  proposed  to  redeem  man- 
kind, by  offering  up  his  only  begortlen 
Son  Jesus  Christ, 
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THE  LIFE  OF  ISAAC. 

Christ  I '*HE  pence  and  prosperity  of 
1859. ' ^ Abfaham  were  in  a few  years 
~ disturbed  by.  the  death  of  Sarah, 
winom  he  burled  in  the  cave  ©f  Macp6- 
Mi  ; after  which,  considei;ing' that  he 
was  far  advanced  ^^eai  s,  And  bein^ 

desirous  of  seeing  his  son /?aac  happily 
married,'  he  sent  a faithful  seiwant  into 
Mesepotamia,  to  seek  a wife  for  him 
among  his  own  kindred ; for  he  did  not 
, approve  of  the  women  of  that  country, 
in  which  he  lived,  because  they  were 
idolaters.  The  servant,  being  guided 
by  Providence,  brought  home  Rebekah, 
the  daughter  of  Bethuel,  the  nephew  of 
Abraham,  and  Isaac  took  her  to  wife*— 
The  good  old  man  saw  theny|burishltig 
P^fo^gin  plenty  and  happiifdaB  and  ^ 
length  having  quitted  tht^vorld  to 
go  to  God,  whom  he  hU^Kitthfully 
served,  he  *s^s  buried  inyh^mve  near 
^is  beloved 

Some  time  after  the  death  of  Abraham, 
a severe  famine  raged  througli  the  land 
of  Canaan;  Isaac,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  distress,  w'ent  m\io  Gerar,  in  his 
w'ay  towards  Egypt ; the  Lord  ap- 

peared unto  him,  and  commanded  hit 
* W dwell  in  that  Iand,f  assuring  him  ,tl  ” 
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he  woTlld  exceedingly  increase  both  his 
family  and  his  possessions,  and  renew- 
ing to  him  that  grand  promise  of  the 
Messiah ; In  thj  seed  shall  dll  the  nations 
of  the  earth  be  blessed.  " # 

There  he  sowed  corn,  and  received  in 
the  same  year  an  hundred  fold  ; and  *is 
servants  and  cattle  increased  in  such 
abundance,  that  j:feople  envied  his, pro- 
sperity, and  began  to  fear  his  power ; 
therefore  Abimelech,  their  king,  in  order 
to  satify  his  subjects,  desired  him  in  a* 
friendly  manner,  to  leave  the  city,  and 
seek  out  some  other  habitation.  Ac- 
cordingly Isaac  retired  to  the  valley  of 
jGerar,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Beer- 
sheba,  where  he  fixed  his  abode,  and 
.built  an  altar  to  the  Lord.  , * , 

Isaac  and  Rebekah  had  two  sons,  who 
were  na^d  Esau  and  Jacob  : Esau,  the 
elder,  A’vlp  a cunning  hxinter,  but  Jacob 
was  a plain  man,  of  a gentle  disposi- 
tion, and  employed  himself  in  domestic 
affairs.  One  day,  Esau  returning  from 
the  fields  very  hungry  and  tired,  eaj& 
nestly  desired  some  pottage,  which  Jacw 
was  preparing  for  himself;  and  Jacob 
asked  him  for  his  birthright  in  exchange. 
Now  the  particular  blessing  of  his  father 
Isaac,  and  the  special  promises  of  God 
l^concerning  the  land  of  Canaan^,  and  the 
Ulescent  of  Christ,  were  annexed  to  his 
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birthright : but  Esau,  being  wholly 

given  up  to  hunting  and  sporting,  and 
ojf  .a  loose  profane  disposition,  set  little 
value  upon  it,  , and  readily  exchang|*^t  - 
£^Ae  mess  cf  pottage,’ which  l3|^»  , 
greedily  longed  for.  Thus  also  (jfes  y 
e\|lry  unthinking  sinner ; he  sells  nis  f 
$ birthright  , a mess  of  pottage,  and 'a 
morsel  of  meat ; for  present  momentary 
gratification,  he  gives  up  the  blessing  of 
his  heavenly  Father,  and  parts  with  his 
eternal  portion  in  the  kingdom  of  glory. 

After  several  years,  Isaac,  who  was 
ignorant  of  the  contract  between  his 
sons,  being  very  old  and  blind,  and  ap- 
prehending that  his  death  was  near,  sent 
Esau  to  get  some  venison,  and  dress  it ; 
wUh  a promise,  that  after  he  had  eaten, 
he  would  give  him  his  blessing.  Re- 
hekah  heard  the  words  of  Isaac;  and 
having  an  extraordinary  affection  and 
fondness  for  Jacob,  she  dressed  a kid  with 
savoury  sauce,  and  covered  his  neck 
and  hands  with  the  skin  of  the  kid,  be- 
cause hands  were  hairy,  and  sent 

him  t)^  his  father.  Isaac  was  deceived 
by  these  means ; and  mistaking  Jacob 
■for  gave  him  his  blessing.  |i} . 

As  soon  as  Jacob  was  gone  out 
the  presence  o£  his  father,  Esau  rei®jp- 
ed ; and  havii^|te^und  that  his  hrothn^C 
1 had  g&ine^4||||^^  he  eried  out,  tv 
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he  not  rightly  named  Jacob  ; (that  is  a sup- 
planter)  for  he  supplanted  me  hvice:  he 
■took  axjoay  my  birthright y and- now  he  hath 
taken  away  my  blessing.  Stung  with  peni- 
tent remorse  for  his'  folly,  he  inteeated 
his  father,  hast  thou  but  one  blessing  ? bless 
mCy  even  me  also,  O my  father.  But 

his  repentance  came  too  late ; therefore 
he  is  said  to  find  no  place  for  repentance, 
though  he  sought  it  carefully  ivith  tears ; 
for  the  blessing  was  given  to  Jacob,  and 
not  to  be  recalled  j I have  blessed  him, 
says  Isaac,  yea  and  he  shall  be  blessed. 

Kebekah  and  Jacob  are  not  to  be  com- 
mended for  deceiving  Isaac.  The 

method  pursued  by  them,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  blessing,  was  inconsistent 
with  truth  and  honesty  ; and  w'e  should 
never  tell  lies,  whatever  advantage  may 
be  expected  from  them#  Indeed  the 
blessing  was  intended  for  Jacob,  by  the 
sovereign  purpose  of  God : and  Rebekah 
knew  it  j for  it  had  been  reveiJed  to  her, 
before  her  sons  were  born,  that  the 
younger  shoidd  be  preferred  to  tlfg  elder  : 
therefore  instead  of  deceiving  aiad  im- 
posing upon  her  husband,  in  this  matter, 
she  should  have  waited  patiently,  till 
had  been  pleased  to  bring  it  about 
it^is  own  time  and  in  his  own  way. 

. He  thought  proper,  however,  to  let  the 
blessing  pass  in  this  maiw#»r|  for 
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he  over-rules  the  schemes  iOnd  contriv- 
ances of  short-sighted  mortals,  and 
makes  them  subservient  to  his  own  wise 
and  gracious  purposes. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

THE  LIFE  OF  JACOB. 

chrft  resentment  and 

176(1  fury  against  Jacob  for  having 
deprived  him  of  his  birthright  and 
blessing,  and  threatened  to  kill  him. 
He  did  not  remember  the  sad  story  of 
Cain,  who  slew  his  brother  and  the 

grievous  punishment  inflicted  upon  him 
for  that  crime.  But  Eebekah  having 
been  informed  of  his  threats,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  mischief,  persuaded  Isaac  to 
send  Jacob  to  Padan-Aram,  to  get  a wife 
among  his  relations. 

Accordingly  Jacob,  having  received 
the  direction  and  blessing  of  his  father, 
set  out  upon  his  journey,  and,  at  a 
place  called  Luz,  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
as  he  was  sleeping  in  a field,  w'ith  his 
head  upon  a stone,  he  dreamed,  and 
saw  a great  ladder,  which  reached  from 
earth  to  heaven  : and.  the  angels  of  God 
• ascended  and  descended  upon  it.  God . 
himself  appeared  above  the  ladder,  and 
promised  to  give  him  the  land  whereon 
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hp  lay  ; that  He  would  be  with  him,  and 
keep  him  whithersoever  he  went;  that  his 
posterity  should,  be  numerous  as  the  dust  of 
the  earth  ; and  that  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  should  be  blessed  through  him;  the 
Messiah,  or  Christ,  being  to  be  born  of 
one  of  dis  descendants. 

Jacob,  as  soon  as  he  was  awaked, 
with  awful  reverence  and  pious  grati- 
tude, set  up  the  stone  upon  which  he 
slept,  and  poured  oil  upon  it,  and  called 
the  name  of  the  place  Bethel,  that  is  to 
say,  the  House  of  God.  He  then  pur- 
sued his  journey,  till  he  arrived  at  the 
house  of  Laban,  the  brother  of  Rebekah, 
w'ho  entertained  him  with  great  kind- 
■ ness.  Laban  had  two  daughters,  Leah 
and  Rachel.  Jacob  soon  shewed  a parti- 
; cular  affection  for  the  youngest ; and, 
being  desirous  of  marrying  her,  agreed 
with  her  father  to  take  care  of  his  flocks, 
as  a shepherd? : seven  years  for  her.  But 
at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  Laban, 
by  an  artifice,  obliged. him  to  marry 
Leah;  and  excused  by  saying,  it  must 
mt  be  so  done  in  our  country,  to  give  the 
younger  before  the  first  he  promised 

however  to  give  him  Rachel  also,  if  he 
woidd  serve  him  seven  other  years.  To 
this  Jacob  readily  agreed,  and  took  also 
Rachel  to  wife.  In  those  days,  because 
there  were  but  few  inhabitants  in  the 
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worldy  tnen  had-  more  wiySs'  than  one, 
and  near  .relations  were  married  to  each 
other;  but  as  the  w’orld  became  more 
populous,  this- practice  was  reformed, 
and  afterwards  such  marriages  were  for- 
bidden- 

; The  prudent  and  industrious  ihanage- 
ment  of  Jacob  was  so  favoured  by  Provi- 
dence, that  every  thing  which  he  took 
in  hand  prospered.  ■ His  family  also  iti- 
,creased  ; he  had  twelve  sons  and  on'e 
-daughter j called  Dinah : -the  two  young- 
est sons,  Joseph  and  Benjamin,  were  born 
•of  his.  beloved  -wife  Rachel.  Being  de- 
-siiious  of  making  some  provision  for  his 
•children,  he  purposed  to  Tetum  to  his 
father’s  house : but  Laban  having  expe- 
rienced the  good  effects  of  Jacob's  past 
care,  engaged  his  further"  service  by 
giving  him. a share  of  the  cattle.  After 
whtcli  the  substance  of  Jacob  increased 
exceedingly,  so  that  he  became  master 
of  many  flocks  and  herds ; 0^^  the 
hand  of  the  diligent  mddseth  rich.— At 
length,  perceiving  that  Laban  was  en- 
vious, at  his  prosperity,  and  that  his 
countenance  loas  not  towards,  him  as  before, 
he  resolved  to  depart  from  him;  and  ac- 
cordingly set  out  in  a private  manner 
.with  his  family,  and  all  that  he  had. 
Laban  however  followed  and  overtook 
him;  but  after  some  expostulation,  a 
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.eownant  of  peace  was'  made  between 
them,  and  theg*^  parted  in  friendship. 

As  Jacob  pursued  his  way,  he  recob 
lected  the  anger  of  his  brother  Esau, 

■ (who  then  lived  at  Mount  Seir,  in  the 
land  of  Edom),  and  therefore  sent  a 
-kind  of  conciliating  message  to  him  •, 
-but.  the  messengers  soon  returned  with 
the  alarming  news,  that  Esau  com- 
ing < to  meet  him  with  four  hundred  men, 
■Being  afraid  of  his  brother’s  resentment, 
•and  anxious  for  his  tender  family,  he  ap- 
plied to  Him,  who  alone  is  able  to  save,  and 
-prayed  earnestly  for  deliverance.  The 
Almighty  was  pleased  to  give  him  a sign 
or  token  of  the  success  of  his  prayer; 
•for  he  sent  an  Angel,  who  wrestled  with 
Jacob,  and  permitted  him  to  prevail: 
upon  'which  the  Angel  said,  thy  name 
shall  be  called  no  more  Jvt.cob,  Israel  ,* 

for  as  a prince  hast  thou  power  with  God, 
and  with  men  also  shall  thou  prevail.  The 
word  Israel  literally  signifies  a prince  of 
Godj  or  prevdiling  with  God. 

Jacob  divided  his  flock  into  several 
parts,  aud  sent  some  before  him,  with 
instructions  to  his  servants,  that,  upon 
meeting  Esqu,  they  should  offer  them  as 
presents  in  his  name,  and  speak  in  a 
gentle  and  respectful  manner  to  him. 

A soft  a?iswer  turnetk  away  wrath.-^ 
The  heart  of  Esau  ivas  melted  into 


$5 


The  Life  of  Jacob. 

peace  and  Ipy^  by  this  kind  respectful 
conduct ; he  ran  to  meet  /aco6,  with  all 
the  affection  of  a brother,  embraced  and 
kissed  him:  and  after  sonte  friendly* 
conversation,  they  parted,  When 

a man's  ways  please  the  Lord,  he  maketh 
even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him. 

Jacob  journeyed  to  Succoth,  and  from 
tiience  to  Salem,  where  he  built  an  altar 
to  God.  While  he  abode  there,  his 
daughter  Dinah,  out  of  a silly  curiosity  to 
see  the  young  women  of  that  country, 
and  the  fashions  of  the  place,  went  to  a 
gfeat  festival  at  Shechem ; where  her 
beauty  captivated  a young  prince, 
named  Shechem,  who  carried  her  away 
hy  force,  and  defiled  her.  The  young 
man  indeed  would  afterwards  have  mar- 
ried her ; but  her  brothers  resented  the 
irjury  to  such  a degree,  as  to  kill 
Shechem  and  the  men  of  the  city,  and 
to  take  the  women  and  children  cap- 
tives. Jacob  was  grieved  at  this  furious 
and  cruel  proceeding  of  his  sons  5 and 
from  an  apprehension  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  land  would  revenge  it  upon 
his  famijy,  removed  his  habitation ; and 
went  by  the  direction  of  God,  to  Bethel ; 
and  from  thenc^o  his  father,  to  the 
city  of  Hebron^  in  the  plain  of  Mamre  ; 
where,  about  fifteen  years  afterwards 
Isaac,  being  one  hundred  and  eighty 
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years  old,  died,  and  was  tmried  by  his' 
Esau  diXiA  Jacob. 


GHAP.  XIV. 

THE' HISTORY  OF  JOSEPH. 

JOSEPH  was  the  favourite  son 
1728.  of  Jacob,  because  he  was  the 
eldest  son  • of  bis  dear  Rachel  y he 
loved  him  more  than  all  his  children.  This 
partial  affection  of  his  father,  and  a 
dream  which  he  related  to  his  brothers, 
denoting  that  his  condition  in  the  world 
woyld  be  higher  than!  theirs,  made  him 
the  object  of  their  envy  and  hatred. 
Therefore  pne.-.  day,  when  they  , were 
feeding  their  flocks,  and  saw  Joseph  com- 
ing  toward,  them ) they  cried  out,  here 
corneth  the  dreamer,  let,  us  kill  him.  Be- 
ing dissuaded,  however,  by  Reuben  from 
shedding  his  blood,  they  stripped  him, 
and  threw  him  into  a pit  •,  but  seeing 
some  merchants,'' who  w ere  at  that  time 
providentially  passing  by  into  Egypt, 
they  drew  him  up  and  sold  him  to  them. 
After  which  they  stained  his  coat  with 

ft/ 

blood,  and  carried  it  to /itcoZ),-  who  con- 
cluded from  thence  his  son  was  de- 
voured by  a wild  beast ; and  he  put  on 
sackcloth,  and  mourned  for  him  many 
days.  Joseph  in  the  mean  time  was  car- 
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ried  into  Egypt,  and  sold  to  Potiphar,  an. 
officer  of  distinction  under  Pharaoh  the 
king ; where  the  Lord  made  all  that  he 
did  to  prosper,  so  that  he  found  favour  in 
the  sight  of  his  master,  who  tnad^him 
overseer  of  his  house,  and  put  all  that  he 
had  into  his  hands.  But  his  blooming 
hopes  of  happiness  were  soon  blasted  ; 
for  the  wife  of  Potiphar,  burning  with 
impure  desire,  endeavoured  to  dra,w  him 
into  sin ; he  w’as  however  too  good  to 
yield  to  her  solicitation,  and  said  to  her, 
how  can  I sin  against  God?  And  when 
she  pressed  him  most  earnestly,  he  reso- 
lutely fled  from  the  temptation.  Full  of 
indignation  at  this  contempt  of  her,  she 
accused  him  falsely  to  her  husband : and 
Potiphar  too  readily  believing  what  she 
said,  put  him  in  prison.  But  the  Lord 
was  with  Joseph  in  the  dungeon ; and  the 
keeper  of  it  was  so  charmed  with  his 
good  temper  and  patient  behaviour,  ;hat 
he  used  him  very  courteously,  and  en- 
trusted him  with  the  care  of  the  pri- 
soners.. 

It  happened,  that  the  chief  baker  and 
the  chief  butler  of  Pharaoh,  who  w'ere  in 
the  same  prison,  dreamed  each  a dream  ; 
and  Joseph  int§r|>reted  their  drer  ns  to 
them;  foretelling,  that  at  the  expir&tion 
of  three  days,  t he  baker  w'ould  be  hanged 
on  a tree,  and  the  butler  be  restored  to 
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his  place : Then,  ad(ied  he  to  the  butler, 
think  on  me,  and  shezv  kindness,  I pray 
thee,  and  take  me  out  of  tJiis  house.  As 
he  had  foretold,  so  it  came  to  pass. 

But  pomp  and  pleasure  are  apt  to 
divert  the  mind  from  the  obligations  of 
gratitude;  the  butler,  in  the  midst  of  his 
prospcrit}-,  forgot  his  poor  friend,  the 
interpreter,  in  prison. 

Some  time  after,  Pharaah  had  two 
dreams;  he  saw  seven  fat  cows  devoured 
by  seven  lean  cozes-,  and  agiiin,  he  saw 
seven  full  ear's  of  corn  devoured  by  seven 
thin  withered  ears.  When  the  wise  men 
of  the  country  could  not  explain  these 
dreams,  the  butler  recollected  Joseph, 
and  spake  of  him  to  the  king;  upon 
which  he  was  sent  for  out  of  the  prison, 
and  the  king  related  his  dreams  to  him.  . 
Joseph  iramedia.tely,  by  the  assistance  of 
God,'  informed  Pharaoh,  that  the  seven 
fat  cows  and  seven  full  ears,  -signified 
seven  years  of  plenty  which  would  be  in 
the  land;  and  the  seven  lean  cow’s  and 
seven  lean  ears  signified  seven  years  of 
famine  which  w'ould  succeed  them.  Iwt 
therefore  Pharaoh  appoint  officers  over  the 
land,  and  let  them  gather  corn  in  the  seven 
plenteous  years  : and  ih^s food  shall  be  for 
store  against  the  seven  years  of  famine.  ■ 

The  king  w as  astonished  at  the  wis- 
dgm  of  Joseph,  and  concluding  justly 


The  History  of  Joseph.  39 

from  thence,  that  the  spirit  of  God  zcas  in 
him,  appointed  him  to  this  , c^ce,  and 
gave  him  full  power  over  his  whole  king- 
dom. The  seven  years  of  plenty  came 
accordingly,  and  immense  quantities  of 
corn  were  laid  up  under  his  diijection. 
Then  the  famine  commenced ; aqd 
when  the  people  cried  out  for  bread,  the 
store-houses  were  opened,  and  the  corn 
was  sold  to  the  Egyptians  and  the  neigh- 
bouring nations.  • 

The  famine  spread  itself  to  Canaan 
and  Jacob,  having  been  informed  that 
there  was  corn  in  Egypt,  though  he  little 
thought  by  whose  bands  it  was  disposed 
of,  sent  his  sons  thither,  keeping  only 
Benjamin  at  home.  When  they  were 
. presented  to  Joseph,  they  bowed  them 
selves  Jbefore  him  with  their  faces  to  the 
earth, ^h  acknowledgment  of  his  supe- 
riority, as  had  been  foretold  by  his 
dream.  He  immediately  knew  them, 
but  made  himself  strange,  and  spake 
roughly  to  them,  accusing  them  as  spies 
urlu)  came  to  see  the  nakedness  of  the  land. 
Upon  which  they  informed  him,  that 
they  came  from  the  land  of  Canaan ; 
that  their  father  had  twelve  sous;  that  ^ 
one  was  dead,  and  tlie  youngest  was 
left  at  home.  Joseph  was  dissatisfied,  ^ ; 
with  their  report,  and  perhaps  doubted 
wliether  Benjamin  was  really  alive ; 
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Hereby"  shall  ye  be  proved,  said  he  ; send 
ond  of  you  to  fetch  your  brother,  and  the  ' 
rest  shall  be  kept  in  prison. 

Their  present  distress  reniinded  theift 
of  their  former  guilt ; their  inhuman 
treatment  of  their  brother  rushed  into 
their  minds,  and  with  self- condemning 
consciences,  they  said  one  to  another, 
JFe  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our  brother, 
because  u'e  saw  the  anguish  of  his  sold,  - 
’ token  he  besaught  us,  and  we  would  snot' 
hear ; therefore  is  this  distress  come  upon 
Such  is  the  conviction  of  every 
\ncked  man,  when  calamity  overtakes 
him.  Although  he  may  for  a time 
darken  the  light  of  conscience,  (that 
candle  of  the  JLordwitliin  us)  yet  it  can 
never  be  totally  put  out.  Upon  a sud- 
den misfortune,  or  dangerous  fit  d^siefc- 
ness,  the  sense  of  guilt  revives : and 
while  the  hand  of  God  is  felt,  the  justice 
of  the  punishment  is  acknowledged. 
Tlierefore  keep  innocency ; and  do  the 
thing  that  is  right ; for  that,  and  that 
only,  loill  bring  d man  peace  at  the  last. 

' Joseph  however  only  detained  Simeon, 
and  dismissed  the  rest,  with  an  order 
that  they  should  bring  Benjamin  with 
them  when  they  returned.  The  relation 
of  what  had  passed  in  Egypt  M\ed  the 
mind  of  Jacob  with  unteasy  reflections 
and  dreadful  apprehensions ; and  Vvfoen 
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his  sons  were  obliged  to  go  again  for 
corn,  it  was  with  great  difficultj,  that 
they  persuaded  him  to  let  Benjamin 
go;  not  without  repeated  assurances, 
that  they  would  bring  him  back  ^afe. 
They  were  immediately  upon  their  ar- 
rival introduced  to /aye/)/;,  who  enquired 
tenderly  after  bis  father’s  welfare ; but 
was  so  sensibly  touched  and  affected  at 
the  sight  of  his  brother  Benjamin,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  them, 
lest  his  tears  should  discover  him.  He 
afterwards  entertained  them  with  great 
kindness,  and  distinguished  Benjamin 
with  particular  marks  of  regard. 

Joseph  \\z.6.  privately  commanded  his 
steward  to  put  his  silver  cup  into  Ben- 
jamin's sack  j and  the  next  morning, 
when  they  were  gone  out  of  the  city, 
they-were  followed,  and  charged  with 
ingratitude  and  jobbery.— Tlie  cup  was 
soon  found;  and  the  ixmocent -Baijamin 
was  carried  back  as  a thief,  to  Joseph. 
His  brothers  also  returned  in  great  asto- 
nishment and  affliction,  and,  prostrating 
themselves,  entreated  earnestly  for  his 
deliverance.  Joseph,  who  wa>now  fully 
satisfied  of  their  sincere  penitence,  and 
their  love  of  Benjamin,  could  refrain  no 
longer;  but,  throwing  his  arms  about 
their  necks,  said,  /a?n  Joseph  ; doth  my 
father  yet  live  ? And  perceiving  them  to 
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be  deeply  ixfTected  and  troubled  at  his  pre- 
sence., he  addressed  them  with  the  , most 
kind  and  gentle  expressions  ; Come  near 
me,  I pratj^  you  ; I am  Joseph  your  bro- 
ther, whom  you  sold  into  Egypt ; but  be 
not  grieved,  that  ye  sold  me  into  Egypt ; 
for  God  sent  me  before  you  to  preserve  life. 
So  now  it  toas  not  you  that  sent  me  hither, 
Imt  God.  Thus  he  endeavoured  to 

comfoi't  ' them ; to  make  them  forget 
their  past  faults,  and  to  speak  peace  to 
their  minds. — He  then  directed  them  to 
hasten.to  Jacob  to  acquaint  him  that  his 
son  vvas.lprd  of  all  Egypt  ; and  to 

brings  him  and  his  whole  famil}*  into 
Egypt;  that  he  might  pay  his  duty  to 
his  aged  father,  and  that  they  might  all 
partake  of  the  plenty  which  God  had 
provided.’ 

The  heart  of  Jacob  upon  the  return 
of  his  sons,  was  filled  with  joy  : and  he 
said.  It  is  enough  (I  desire  nothing  more 
in  this  world)  Joseph,  my  son,  is  yet 
alive;  I wilt  go  and  see  him  before  I die. 
He  set  out ; he  arrived  safe  in  Egypt; 
but  the  pleasure  of  the  interview  be- 
tween such  an  affectionate  parent  and 
such  a dutiful  son  is  not  to  be  described. 
Joseph  fell  on  his  neck,  and  wept  on  his  neck 
a good  zchile  ; and  Jacob  said,  nozo  let  me 
die,  since  I have  seen  thy  face.  Jacob 
and  his  family  were  settled  in  the  land 
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of  Goshen,  where  the}^  lived  in  great 
j)lenty ; and  after  some  time,  the  good  * , 
old  man,  having  blessed  his  children,  « 
and  foretold  that  \he  Messiah  should  de-  . 
scend  from  Judah,  died  in  peace.  ^ 

What  sentiments  of  piety  and 
goodness  arise  in  the  heart  upon  consi- 
dering the  eharacter  of  Joseph  ! patifeiit ' 
under  affliction;  honest  and  just. nis 
stewardship  ; resisting  temptation,  and 
ileeing  from  it ; living  under  the  fear  of 
God  ; and  s»ii)i)orted  by  his  presence ; • s, 
rising  from  tlie  lowest  scene  disgrace 
and  misery  to  the  highest  digmt^  ;*  pro- 
viding for  the  wants  of  the  people;  die-' 
rishing  a spirit  of  forgiveness  and  bro- 
therly love  under  the  greatest  injuries, 
and  })Ouring  plenty  and  comfort  into  the 
breast  of  his  aged  father.  ^ 

There  are  also  several  circiim-  • 
.stances,  particularly  his  being  hated  by' 
his  brethren,  his  descending  into  the 
dungeon,  and  being  raised  to  rule  over 
Egypt;  which,  b/iilieir  resemblance, 
naturally  lead  the  liiind  to  Christ  ; and 
though  too  much  stress  should  not  be 
laid  upon  such  resemblances,  j^et  they 
may  be  prudently  used  to  direct  the  eye 
and  heart  to  Him,  who  is  the  end  of  the 
law  and  all  the  Scriptures. 
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CHAP.  XV. 


Tifji,  SLAVERY  OF  THE  ISRAELITES' 

7 AND  THE  BIRTH  OF  MOSES. 

nPHE  sons  of  J^oh  and  their  descend- 
ants,  in  process  of  time  multiplied 
so  much,  that  the  land  of  Goshen  was 
filled  .^’ith  them.  They  were  called 
Israelites,  from  the  surname  of  Israel, 
which  God  had  given  to  Jacob : and 
sometimes  they  were  called  Hebrews, 
from  Heber,  one  of  their  ancestors ; and 
afterwards  Jeivs,  from  Judah.  But  after 
many  years  the  memory  of  Joseph  and 
his  great  services  was  lost;  and  a new 
king  arose,  who,  instead  of  protecting 
the  Israelites,  was  jealous  of  their  in- 
creasing numbers  and  strength,  and  de- 
termined by  all  means  to  reduce  them 
to  a low  He  therefore  employed 

theni,  lik^y ves . in  making  bricks  and 
buildt^^g^^fe  ; and  made  their  lives  bit- 
ter with^e^  bondage  s but  the  more  he 
afflicted  them,  the  more  they  multiplied 
and  grew-:  at  which  he  w^as  so  enraged, 
as  to,  command,  that  all  their  male  in- 
fants should  be  destroyed,  as  soon  as 
Bfefoi-e  were  born.  A certain  He- 

ctiiist  brew  woman,  however,  called  Jo- . 

chebed,  halving  been  delivered  of  a.  ; 
son,  hid  him  for  Three  inonths; 


the  TsYetelftes.  45 

thpOu'gh  ffear  b'f  his  feeing  discos 
vefed  and  sMii,  she  laid  feiin  in  af  fefesfcet, 
artioiig  the  #ags  in  tfee  rivee  j 
riam-,  the  sister  of  die  child, -was^  pi 
af  a distance,  tfe  spe  #haf  #o‘Ul'd  feefedme 
of  hi  tn  ; ' . 

The  king’s  daughi?ef  sodn  came  with 
her  iriaid'  servants' to  bathe  hi  the  river ; - 
and,  ha?vih^  found'  tlie  feasketi  was  af- 
fected wkli«  the  Sight  of  the*  weeping  in- 
faSiif,  and  melted  into  pity.  Mirmrty 
who  had  joined  herself  with- the  attendt^ 
antSi  offered'  to  call  a nm^  5 arid,  being 
sent  for  that  purpose,  ran  with  joy  for 
Jocfiebedl'  Sb,  the  infant  - happily 
placed  Under  the  cai‘e  of  his  own  mo-' 
ther ; and  wlien  he  wai  sudleiently 
grown',  was  brought  back  to  Pharaoh's 
daughter,  who  called  hini-  Afoses,  (which 
means  oiit  -oj  (he  i»at'er'^  and  had 
him  edueated,  as  her  oWn  son,  in  the 
knowledge  andwisdOm  o^i\\o  Egyptians. 

Mose(y  when-  he  W^as  grbwn  to  man- 
hood, turned'  his  eye  atid  heart  from  the 
honours  of  the  court  tO'  the  afflictions  of 
his  brethren.  He  therefore  frequently 
visited  and 'Oort tCi'Sed  With  them  j wnd 
one  tfay,  having  observed  -an  Eg^ttdn 
doing  wrong  and  injury  to  an_Hebre&il 
he  smote  him  and  killed  him.  When 
Pharaoh  hdard  this,  he  sffu^kt  to  slay 
jii^Moses  j who,  upon  that’  account,  fled 
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to.  Midian,  to  Jethra,  the . priest  of  that ; ' 
courttry ; he  afterwards  married  his 
daiighter  , and^  fiyed:  with  him  as  keeper  j . ' 
of  his  flocks.  , ; ! . . ‘ 

After  several  years,  as  he  was  Ceding, . 
the  flocks  near  mount  Horeb,  he  saw^a;  , 
bush,  flaming  with  fire,  and  yet  not  in 
the  lea^t  consumed.  While  he  stood  in 
amazement  at  the  strange  sight,  a voice 
issued.irom  the  place,  saying,,  J am  tfie 
God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and 
the  God  of  Jacob;  I have  seen  the  oppress 
skm  of  my  people,  and  have  heard  their 
cry  i and  I will  send  thee  Pharaoh, 

thou  mayest  lead  them  out  of  Egypt : for 
J will  bring  them  into  a band  flowing  with- 
milk  and  honey ^ Moses- wos  no  less  asto- 
nished at  wliat  he  heard^  than  at  what 
he  saw ; and  expressed'  his  fears  at  un- 
dertaking such  an  important  and  diflicult 
enterprise,  because  he  was  a person  of 
no  authority  or  eloquence.  But  God 
exhorted  him.  to  be  of  good  courage, 
and  promised  that  He  would  be  with 
him,  and  gave  him  power  to  work  mi- 
racles for  tlxe  deliverance  of  his  people; 
and  tixat  Aar  cm,  his  brother,  should  go 
with  him  as  his  speaker  upon  the  oc- 
casion. 

When  God  in  his  providence  ap-^ 
points  us  to  any  important  or  arduous 
service,  let  us  not  plead  inability,,  and 

. Ji4i' 
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confer,  zoith  fesh  and  blood ; but  imnit'- 
•diately  prepare  ourselves  to  do  it,  arid 
gO  on  in  the  face  of  every  possible  dijs- ' 
couragement,  trusting  in  that  comfort- 
able piromise.  My  grace  ‘ is  Sufficient  for 
thee ; for  my  strength  is  made  perfect  in 
Weakness. 


CHAP.  XVI. 


THE  PLAGUES  OF  ECyPT. 


Before  Mqscs  axid  Auron  ivcnxedi 

Christ,  » * at  the  Mnd  of  Goshen,  they 
■ acquainted  the  elders  of  y.?r«*?er with 
what  the  Lord  had  spokeri,  arid  con- 
vinced them  of  the  truth  of'  if  by  some 
miracles  which  he  had  enabled  them  to 
perform.  They'  then  proceeded  to  Pha- 
raoh, and  ' iri'the  ria;iri'e  of  the 'Lortl  re- 


quired him  to  let  the  Israelites  go  into 
the  wilderness,  that  they  might  hold •' a 
feast  unto  the  Lord.  Phdraoh  however 


treated  the  iriessage  with  contempt,  and. 
eujoined  the  task-masters  to  lay  heavier 
burdens  tipori  tile''  peojjlei — Moses  arid 
Aaron  went  again  to  the  king,  and  in 
order  to  prove  the  divine''  authority  by 
which  they  acted>,  'Wrought' some  mira- 
cles before  him,  but  the  Lord 

hardened  his  hearty  or  rather  permitted 
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,hira  to  jterden  liis  own  heart;  for  God 
did  i^ot  nxake  him  .wit^Jed,  ,bnt  bj  his 
own  continued  obstinate  wickedness  he 
jbix),ught  .this  judgment  of  a hardened 
heart  upon  himself  After  this  Aloses 
and  4oxon  turned  all  the  'WdXev  ai  Egypt 
into  blood,  so  that  the  fish  died,  and  the 
rivers  stank ; and  seven  days  after  they 

-which 

covered  the  whole  daud,,^  and  swarmed 
even  in  the  rooms  and  chambers  of  the 
king.  Pharaoh  seemed  a little  hum- 
bled, and  entreated  Mb'ses  to  pray  to 
God  for  relief,  with ; a -promise  dhat  he 
would  permit  the  P[fbryy)s  io  go  and  do 
^sacrifice  unto  the;  h«0»'d.  Bdt  as  soon  as 
this  plague.  Upon  ftl-ie  prayer  of  Moses, 
■:  was  rernpyedvrhotforgotthe'Cause  of  it, 
and  > ref ased  to  fhlii(l  S : pfiOm  ise  —-The 

Lord  punished  his  obstinacy  and  fals- 
. Iwod  by  sending  great  quantities  of  lice 
both  upon'  man  ^d  beast ; and  after- 
wards swariins  ofs  pestilential  flies  which 
corrupted  the  dand.  The  king  was  so 
affected  with  these  grievous  calamities, 
as  to  apply  to  Aioses  for  relief:  the  de- 
sired relief  was  granted ; hut  still  P/i«- 
rao/t  hardened  his  heart, 

. Then  God  sent  a murrain  among  the 
cattle,  of  which  tjiey  almost  all  died  ; 
then  a sickness  among  the  people, 
which  covered  their  bodies  with  sore 
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l>oiIs  and  ulcers ; then  dreadful  storms 
of  thunder,  lightning,  and  hail,'  very 
grievous,  such  as  Egypt  had  never  suf- 
fered before  ; then  he  sent  innumerable 
locusts,  wdiich  devoured  all  the  remain- 
ing fruits  of  the  earth  - and  afterwards  a 
thick  heavy  darkness,  which  shut  them 
up  in  their  houses  as  prisoners,  and  fet- 
tered them  with  the  bonds  of  a long  night. 
Pharaoh  could  not  but  feel  these  terrible 
eflects  of  divine  vengeance,  and  yet  he 
still  went  on  sinning  and  repenting,  and 
repenting  and  sinning : again  he  en- 
treated Moses : again  the  plagues  were 
removed;  and  again  he  hardened  his 
heart.  How  apt  are  men,  in  the 

time  of  affliction,  to  flee  to  God,  as 
their  only  hope  and  refuge ; and  yet 
upon  deliverance  from  the  danger,  to 
forget  their  benefactor,  and  make  no 
due  acknowledgment  for  his  mercies ! 
When  distress  and  anguish  take  hold  of 
them,  they  appear  to  be  penitent,  de- 
vout, and  good ; but  when  their  wishes 
are  answered,  and  things  go  on  smooth- 
ly, they  see  no  further  need  of  divine 
assistance,  and  their  pious  resobitious  pass 
aioay  like  the  early  dew. — How  base  and 
ungenerous  is  that  temper,  which  is 
only  to  be  driven  by  fear,  and  never  to 
be  won  by  goodness ! 

F 
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At  last  God  sent  down  destruction 
upon  the  first  born  of  the  Egyptians  ; and 
there  was  a dreadful  ciy  and  confusion 
through  the  laud ; for  there  was  not  a 
house  in  which  there  was  not  one  dead. 
Terrified  and  confounded  at  this  dread- 
ful Instance  of  the  power  ' of  God,  and 
not  knowdng  what  might  be  the  end  of 
his  anger.  Pharaoh  sent  hastily  for 
Moses  zxiA  Aaron ; and  said.  Rise  up,  get 
you  forth  from  among  my  people,  both  you 
and  the  children  of  IsraeL;  take  your ^ 
focks  also,  ond  ijmir  herds;  and  go  serve 
the  Lord.  I'lie  Egyptians  indeed  were 
so  affected  with  the  plagues  which  God- 
had  sent,  and  so  glad  to  get  rid  of  the 
Israelites,  that  they  made  them  ihany 
rich  presents,  and  gave  them  Whatever 
they  desired. — :This  day  was  command- 
ed, by  the  Lord  to  be  observed  for  ever 
hj  Israelites , ‘AS  a solemn  festival; 

and  to  be  called  the  Passover  ; because, 
when  he  destroyed  the  first-born  of  the 
Egyptians,  he  parsed  over  the  Israelites, 
and  also  delivered  them  from  their  cruel 
and  oppressive  bondage. 


The  'De^lricction  of  Pharaoh. 


CHAP.  XVII. 

THE  destruction  O'F  PHAR.^DH. 

TJ^HEN  the  'Isfaitith  had  .^heen.gone 
’ ^ Sothe  day's  journeys  pharaoh  he- 
itjg  irtforih^d  that  thfey  inte^^  to  leave 

■his  kingdom,  'ptix^ued  them  With  a nu- 
merous army,  in  dr^er  to  bring  tKeih 
back.  Blit  t'he^orified  his  people  and 
protected  them%  a wonderful  manner; 
for  i/e  zt;eKi  Mew*  by  day  in  ap^r 

of  a ehud,  and  by  night  in  U pillar  o^ire 
to  give  them  light ; and  thus  they  march- 
ed securely  'by  'day  arid  night.  Yet 
when  they  wnre  overtaken  hy  Pharaoh 
near  the  Red  Sea,  aria  found  themselves, 
as  it  were,  besieged ; .by  avgreat  army 
behind,  and  the  Red  Sea  before  them, 
Ihey  distrusted  the  divine  ^ower,  arid 


ed  his  -hand  over  the  seri,  arid  immedi- 
ately the  writers  Y^^ere  divided,  and  be-^ 
came  as  a toail  on  the  'right  hMd  and  on 
tiie  left,  so  that  there  was  a dry  path  for 
them,  and  they  walked  with  safety  to 
'the  other  shore.  Phataoh  and  all  the 
Bgypliafis  pursued  tlierii  in  the  same 
path  ; but  again  stretched  out  his 

hand,  and  thh  Sea  fetiir'ned  to  its  strength 
The  waters  rushed  Violently  upon  them, 
and  not  one  of  them  escaped.  ... 

' F 2 
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@3*  The  enemy  said,  J will  pursue,  I 
zeill  overtake,  I ivill  divide  the  spoils  my 
hand  shall  destroy  them. 

Thou  didst  blow  with  thy  wind,  and  the 
sea  covered  them  : they  sunk  as  lead  in  the 
mighty  wafers.  Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O 
Lords  glorious  in  holiness,  fearful  in 
praises,  doing  ivondersf 

The  Lord  shall  reign for  ever  ayid  ever, 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


THE  WANDERING  IN  THE  DESERT. 

A LTHGUGH  the  Israelites  had  seen 
the  great  power  of  the  Lord  in  the 
destrnctron  of  the  Egyptians,  and , had 
joined  in  a song  of  thanksgiving  for 
their  deliverance ; yet  they  were  soon 
forgetful  of  his  mercies,  and  within  a 
few  days,  being  in  w^ant  of  water,  up- 
braided.their  leader  for  having  brought 
them  out  of  Egypt.  Their  way  to  the 
laud  of  Canaan,  which  God  intended  to 
give'  them,  lay  through  a long  wilder- 
ness ; and  here,  whenever  they  were  in 
distress  or  difliculties,  instead  of  putting 
their  trust  in  God,  they  murmured  with 
impatience,  and  reproached  Moses.  The 
Almighty, however,  manifested  his  power 
and  goodness,  frequently  in  their  fa- 
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vour by  sweetning  the  waters  of  Ma- 
rah;  by  causing  great  quantities  of 
quails  to  fall  among  them ; — by  sending 
them  bread  from  Heaven  called  d/anwa,* 
• —by  bringing  Avater  out  of  a rock  at 
Bephidim  ; — and  by  giving  them  a com- 
})lete  victory  over  the  Amalekit.es.  Thus 
by  a continued  course  of  miracles.  He 
conducted  them  to 

This  mount  was  a part  of  the  great 
mountain  Horeb,  on  which  Moses  had 
attended  Jethro's  flocks  ; but  was  distin- 
guished, upon  the  return  of  Moses,  by 
the  name  of  Sinai,  on  account  of  the 
Bush,  wdiich  stood  on  it,  in  which  the 
Lord  had  appeared  unto  Moses  in  a 
flame  of  fire. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

THE  LAW  GIVEN  FROM  MOUNT  SINAI. 

Before  ^ |''HE  Israelites  had  not  long 
Christ  pitched  their  camp  before 

uii.  Sinai,  when  the  glory  of  the 

I..ord  appeared  upon  the  mountain  wdth 
thunder  and  lightning,  and  the  sound  of 
a trumpet;  and  God  having  called  Moses 
to  the  top  of  the  mount,  piade  a cove- 
nant wdth  the  Israelites,  that  if  they 
would  obey  his  voice,  they  shoidd  be  a pe- 
culiar treasure  unto  Him  above  all  people^ 
I'-  : F -3 
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He  then  gave  him  the  ten  command- 
ments, which  contain  the  sum  and  sub- 
stance of  the  moral  law,  written  on 
stone ; the  tables  were  the  loork  of  God, 
and  the  dp  riling  teas  the  writing  of  God, 
graven  'on  the  tables. 

The  first  teaches,  That  |here  is 
but  one  God.  and  that  we  are  to  worship 
him  alone,  and  have  him  for  our  God. 

The  second  teaches.  That  we  are  not 
to  worship  God  in  an  unworthy  manner : 
by  bowing  down  to  a picture  or  image, 
or  making  any  representation  of  him ; 
and  consequently,  that  we  are  to  ivor- 
ship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

The  third  forbids  all  oaths,  not  only 
perjury,  but  common  swearing,  and 
using  the  holy  name  of  God  upon  tri- 
fling occasions,  and  without  a becoming 
seriousness  and  reference.  . ' 

• The  fourth  directs  us  to  rest  from  all 
labor,  and  lay  aside  all  worldly  business 
on  the  sabbath  day ; and  to  keep  it  holy 
by  reading  and  meditation,  by  public 
and  private  prayer. 

The  fifth.  That  w e should  honour  and 
pbej^,  love  and  comfort  our  parents,  and 
behave  with  proper  respect  to  all  w'hb 
have  a lawful  authority  over  us. 

The  sixth.  That  we  should  not  wilfalXy 
and  unlawfully  take  away  the  life  of  any 
person,  nor  do  any  kind  of  hurt  to 
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others,  nor  hear  any  malice  or  hatred  in 
our  hearts  5 but  study,  on  the  contrary, 
to  live  peaceably  with  all  7nen. 

The  seventh,  That  we  should  keep 
ourselves  in  temperatice,  soberness  and 
chastity,  avoiding,  all  indecencies  of  be- 
liaviour  and  conversation,  and  whatever 
-has  a tendency  to  corrupt  and  defile  the 
mind. 

The  eighth.  That  we  should  not  de- 
prive any  person  of  his  right  'and  pro- 
perty, either  by  force  or  fraud ; but 
should  be  just  add  honest  in  all  our  deal- 
ings, and  give  to  every  man  his  due. 

The  ninth.  That  we  should  not  injure 
the  reputation  of  others,  either  by  false 
evidence  in  a court  of  justice,  or  by  slan- 
der, baekbiting,  and  tale-bearing,  in 
cOrnmon  conversation. 

The  tenth  forbids  all  unlawful  wishes 
and  unjust  ; and  is  a fence  and 

securitv  to  the  other  commandments, 
by  directing  u.S  not  to  envy  what  others 
enjoy,  but  to  be  fully  contented  wi'^h 
our  own  state  a*rd  circumstancefii 

-Ijord  have  mercy  upon  tis,  and  write  all 
these  Uty  laws  in  mf  hearts,  beseech 
■tliee ! . 

The  Almighty  was  pleased  to  deliver 
ako  to  Moses  several  directions,  for  tlife 
better  government  ©f  the  people,  and  to 
estafelifeh  whut  is'  callbd  the  Ceremtmi&l 
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Law.  He  commanded  him  to  erect  a 
tabernacle  for  public  worship,  and  gave 
him  particular  instructions  concerning 
the . building  and  the  utensils  thereof 
concerning  the  Office  of  High  Priest, 
and  the  separation  of  the  Levites  for  the 
perfonnance  of  divine  service ; and  con- 
cerning the  bumt-offerines  and  sacri- 
fices. 

There  was  a material  difference 
between  the  moral  and  the  ceremonial 
law ; the  former  Avas  far  more  excellent 
and  valuable  than  the  latter.  The  moral 
law  is  in  its  own  nature  good  and  excel- 
lent, and  carries  with  it  an  intrinsic  ob- 
ligation ; it  is  invariable,  and  must  con- 
tinue the  same  for  ever.  But  the  cerenw- 
nial  law  received  all  its  efficacy  and  all 
its  power  of  obliging,  merely  from  its 
being  positively  commanded ; it  was  only 
©f  a temporary  nature,  and  given  to  a 
peculiar  people ; it  wag  the  shadow  of 
things  to  come,  and  to  continue  no  longer 
than  till  the  substance  actually  appear- 
ed.—The  end  and  use  of  it  was,  partly 
to  distinguish  the  Jews,  and,  as  it  were, 
fence  them  against  the  idolatry  of  the 
neighbouring  nations ; partly,  by  their 
purifications  and  washings,  to  remind 
them  of  purity  of  heart,  and  oblige  them 
more  strongly  to  the  practice  of  all  moral 
duties;  but  chiefly,  by  their  offerings 
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and  sacrifices,  to  cherish  a lively  faith 
and  hope  in  tlvat  great  Deliverer,  whose 
soul  should  be  made  an  offering  and  sacri- 
fice  for  sin.  The  law  was  a schoolmaster 
Jo  the  Jews  to  bring  them  unto  Christ. 


CHAP.  XX. 

THE  WANDERING  IN  THE  DESERT 
CONTINUED. 

T/JffHEN  Moses  had  delayed,  for  seve- 
ral days,  to . come  down  out  of  the 
, mount,  (for  he  continued  there  forty  days 
and  nights)  the  people  required  Aaron  to 
make  them  some  gods ; and  they  pre- 
vailed upon  him  tp  form  a golden  calf, 
as*  a god  for  them,  to  be  the  object  of 
their  worship,  and  their  guide  and  con- 
. ductor.  How  weak  and  blameable 

was  Aaron  in  yielding  to  the  importunity 
of  the  })eople,  and  becoming  a partaker 
of  their  sin  ? Yet,  alas  ! how  apt  are 
we  all  to  give  way  to  the  humour  and 
opinion  of  the  company  we  keep,  even 
against  the  light  of  our  minds,  and  the 
conviction  of  our  consciences  ? The  fear 
of  man  bringeth  a snare,  but  whoso  putteth 
his  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  safe. — As 
they  were  paying  adoration  to  their  new 
idol,  and  singing  and  dancing  round  it, 
Moses  came  down  from  the  mountain. 
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find  tviSs  ^ exdetedingly  moved  with  sin- 
ger lat  their  behaviour,  that  he  threw 
down  the  tables  of  the  law,  which  he 
'had  in  his  hand,  and  Brake  them.  He 
then  -’destroyed  the  image,  and  coin- 
manded  the  sons  of  Levi  to  slay  those 
whoTiad'beeh  pririeipally  guilty  of  this 
idolatry.  He  afterwards  returned  to  the 
Lord,  and  made  intercession  for  Aaron, 
and  tile  people  ; the  Lord  was  pleased 
to  forgive  their  wickedness;  and  com- 
inand’ed  Moses  to  Write  the  ten  com- 
■mandrilents  -On  two  tables  of  stone. 

'I’he'peOple  ho  wever  soon  gave  way  to 
■ tlie  natural  corrdp  of  their  hearts; 
•'-they  offended  God  again  and  again,  and 
•many  of  them  suffered  the  just  effect  of 
their  obstinacy  and  impiety.  Nadah 
and  ,^&z7m,wefe  consumed  By  fire  Trom 
Heaven  for  'disregarding  the  fire  of  the 
Lord  upon  the  altar,  and  bringing  com- 
'mon  fire  into  the  tabernacle,  winch  He 
“colnmailded  iMm  mt.  Many  were  de- 
stroyed at  a place  called  Tdhberah,  (that 
'is,'  a burning,  because  the  fire  of  (he  Lord 
burnt  amongst  (hem)  on  account  of  their 
impatient  repinings.  Many  died  of  a 
plague  at  ■Kib'rof.h  Tfattadvdh,  (that  is, 
■the  grdi'bs  of  lust)  because  they  corn- 
ptained  of  their  food,  and  histed  for fiesk 
to  eat.  One  man  was  stoned  for  blas- 
Kpkemy-;  another  was  stoned  fior  breaking 
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tiw  sabbath  s and  Miriam-  was  stricken: 
with  leprosy  for  murmuring  against 
Aloses. 

When  they  had  proceeded ; farther  in 
the  Vi;  ilderness,  aiiid  drew  near  to  Canaan, 
sent  twelve  men  to  take  a view  of 
the  land  and  its  inliabitaiits,  who  brought 
back  an  evil  report,  saying,  The  land 
eateth.  up  the  inhabitams  thereof,  and  all 
the  people  are  giants,  and  loe-were  in  our- 
own  sight  but  as  grasshoppers.  The /a- 
raelites  were  so  disheartened  and  terri- 
fied with  this  account,  that  they  again 
reproached  Moses,  and  resolved  to  go 
baek  into  Egypt.  God  was  highly  dis-' 
pleased  with  them  for  this  contumacy 
and  hardness  of  heart;  and  declared,, 
that  for  a punishment  they  should  wan- 
der in  the  wilderness  forty  years,  and 
that  none  of  the  people,  who  were  above 
twenty  years  of  age,  except  Joshua  and  • 
Caleb,  should  go  into  the  land  of  C’a- 
naan : the  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey,  and  abounding  with  all  good 
things. 

O 

§3“  They  were  distrustful  of  that 
power  and  goodness,  which  had  been 
so  often,  and  so  wonderfully  manifested 
in  their  favour ; and  despaired  of  getting 
possession  of  that  land,  which  God  had 
promised  to  give  them— -So  it  is  with  us 
in  our  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan  : our 
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lusts  are  the  enemies  which  oppose  our 
entrance  ; and  we  are  apt,  like  the /y- 
radites,  to  look  upon  them  as  giants,  and 
upon  ourselves  as  grasshoppere.  But  be 
strong  in  the  Lord,  and  go  forth  in  the 
power  of  his  might  ',  in  cheerful  depend- 
ence on  his  vicarious  aid,  bid  defiance 
to  all  your  enemies,  and  labour  with  re- 
newed diligence  and  vigour  to  enter  into 
the  complete  and  eternal  rest  of  God, 
that  you  mav  not  fall  after  the  same  exam- 
ple of  unbelief  and  disobedience. 

Afterwards  Korah,  one  of  the  heads  of 
a tribe,  and  many  other  persons  of  con- 
siderable dignity,  upbraided  Moses  and 
Aaron  for  lifting  themselves  above  the  con-- 
gregation,  and  excluding  others  from  any 
share  of  honour  and  power;  and  at- 
tempted, by  a seditious  tumult,  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  authority,  and  to 
take  the  priesthood  upon  themselves. 
But  their  rebellion  was  punished  in  a 
wonderful  manner  ; for  the  earth  opened 
under  them,  and  they  and  all  that  belonged 
to  them,  zvait  down  alive  into  the  pit,  and 
the  earth  closed  upon  than. 

The  Israelites  then  wandered  up  and 
down  from  place  to  place ; 'and  in  the 
sandy  deserts  of  Kadesh,  they  murmured 
for  water.  Moses  therefore  struck  a 
rock,  and  it  poured  forth  streams  before 
them : but  upon  this  occasion  Moses  and 
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Aaron  neglected  to  give  the  glory  of  the 
miracle  to  God,  and  assumed  the  honour 
and  power  of  it  in  some  degree  to  them- 
selves i at  which  God  was  so  highly  of- 
fended, that,  he  declared  they  should  not 
enter  the  land  of  Promise. 

Before  Fi'om  tlience  the  people  jour- 
christ  neyed  to  Mount  Hor,  where  Aaron 
died ; and  being  refused  by  the  king 
of  Edom  to  pass  through  his  country, 
and  in  want  of  provisions,  they  again 
rebelled  against  Moses : for  which  crime 
God  sent  fiery  serpents  among  them, 
•by  whose  bites  many  were  destroyed  j 
but  upon  their  humility  and  repentance, 
fie  commanded  Moses  to  hang  a brazen 
serpent  upon  a cross ; and  the  wounded 
persons,  by  looking  upon  it,  were  healed. 
What  a lively  emblem  was  this  of 
him,  who  offered  himself  a sacrifice  up- 
on the  cross ; and  upon  beholding  whom 
'with  true  repentance  and  faith,  the 
wounded  conscience  obtains  pardon  and 
peace ! 

After  several  marches  and  encamp- 
ments, they  arrived  at  Pisgah,  and  hav- 
ing gained  several  victories  over  the 
Amorites,  proceeded  to  the  plains  of 
Moab.  Balak,  the  king  of  Moab,  terri- 
fied at  their  approach,  sent  for  the  pro- 
phet Balaam  to  curse  them  in  a solemn 
manner  j but  when  he  came,  the  pro- 
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phetic  spirit  of  God  overruled  his  inten- 
tions, and  caused  him  to  bless  them. 
Before  length  Moscs,  being  one  hun- 

christ  dred  and  twenty  years  old,  and 
‘ knowing  that  the  time  of  his  death 
drew  near,  set  before  the  people  the  re- 
peated mercies  and  commands  of  God, 
and  exhorted  and  pressed  them,  both  by 
promises  and  threatenings,  to  a faithful 
and  constant  obedience.  After  which, 
having  taken  (from  the  top  of  Mount 
Pisgali)  a view  of  the  country  of  Canaan^ 
which  the  i.ord  had  promised  to  the  pos- 
ferit}"'  of  Ahraharay  aiid  which  thej^  were 
soon  to  take  possession  of,  he  died  in 
peace,  and  was  translated  into  the  hea- 
venly Canaan,  that  better  countr}-,  where 
are  rivers  of  pleasure,  and  joys  for  ever- 
more. ■ 

' — .T-fT I ^ 

CHAP.  XXL 

THE  CONCIUEST  OF  CANAAN  BY  JOSHUA. 

UPON  the  death  of  Moses  God  ap- 
pointed Joshua  to  be  commander 
and  judge  over  the  Israelites,  and  to  con- 
duct them  into  the  land  of  Canaan and 
as  no  less  than  the  divine  aid  could  sup- 
f(ort  him  in  such  a difficult  undertaking, 
the  Almighty  endued  him  with  strength 
and  wisdom  equal  to  the  work,  and  en- 
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couraged  him  with  this  gracious  promise, 
I idill  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee. 

Every  sincere  Christian  may  apply 
these  words  to  himself,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  greatest  fears  and  dangers,  not 
only  trust,  but  even  boast  in  the  divine 
presence  and  protection,  boldly  saytng; 
the  Lord  is  my  helper  s I ivillmot  fear  what 
man  shall  do  unto  me.  For  God  hath  said, 
I zoill  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee. 

Joshua,  having  learnt  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  the  disposition  and  gtrerigth 
of  the  inhabitants,  by  two  spies,  whom 
he  sent  to  Jericho,  the  first  city  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  Jordan,  led  the  ar- 
my to  the  banj<  of  the  river ; and  the' 
priests,  by  divine  direction,  went  before 
the  people,  bearing  the  Ark  of  the  Cove^ 
nant.  The  ark  was  a small  chest,  or  cof- 
fer, overlaid  with  gold  ; the  lid  or  cover 
' of  which  was  called  the  N0rcy-seat,  be- 
ing considered  as  the  place  of  Gpd’^ 
special  and  gracious  presence.  It  was 
called  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  because 
it  was  a symbol  or  representation  of  th^ 
covenant  made  between  God  and  his 
people,  and  contained  the  two  tables  of 
the  law,  which  they  were  required  on 
their  part  to  fulfil — God  was  plea.sed  to 
confirm  the  authority  of  Joshua  at  Jor- 
dan, as  he  had  before  confirmed  the  au- 
tliority  of  Moses  at  the  Red  Sea  r for  as 
G2 
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soon  as  the  feet  of  the  pnests  touched 
the  extremity  of  the  river,  the  eurrent 
was  stopped : the  <iry  ground  appeared  ; 
and  the  people  passed  over  in  safety^ 

Joshua  immediately  laid  siege  to  Jeri- 
cho ; and  after  a solemn  procession  of  the 
arri^,  with  the  priests  bearing  the  ark 
round  the  city  once  a day  for  seven  days, 
the  walls  of  it  suddenly  fell  down  flat  to 
the  ground  y so  that  the  Israelites  entered 
and  took  possession  of  the  place  without 
any  difficulty.  The  Lord  had  com- 
manded them  utterly  to  destroy  all  the 
people  of  the  land,  on  account  of  their 
gross  idolatry  and  monstrous  wickedness, 
and  thus  to  make  them  a monument  of 
his  just  displeasure  and  hatred  against 
sin  .*  they  therefore  put  all  the  inhabi- 
tants to  the  sword,  and  spared  not  a liv- 
ing creature,  except  Rahab  and  her  fa- 
mily, who  ii||^  entertained  the  spies,  and 
obtained  front  them  a promise  of  safety. 

As  soon  as  Joshua  had  restored  order 
to  the  camp  after  the  destruction  of  Je- 
richo, he  sent  three  thousand  men  against 
the  city  of  Ai,  where  they  met  with  an 
unexpected  repulse  on  account  of  the 
impiety  of  Achan,  uffio,  contrary  to  the 
express  direction  of  God,  had  taken  and 
concealed  a rich  garment  and  a wedge 
of  gold,  part  of  the  plunder  of  Jericho. 

Take  heed,  and  betaare  of  covetous- 
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The  treachery  however  being  dis- 
covered, and  the  people  sanctified  by  the 
punishment  of  the  offender,  they  again 
attacked  the  city  and  took'  it.  Upon 
tliis  the  rieigbbouring  kings  wdfe  alarm- 
ed and  joined  their  forces  together ; but 
the  Gibeonites,  fearful  of  the  event,  sent 
messengers  to  Joshua,  and  by  a strata- 
gem obtained  an  alliance  with  him.  He 
afterwards  defeated  the  army  of  the  Ca- 
naanites,  and  put  the  confederate  kings 
to  death.  The  power  of  God  was  re- 
markably displayed  upon  that  occasion  ; , • 
for,  during  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  the 
clouds  were  converted  into  ver/  large 
hail-stones,  by  which  more  were  destroy- 
ed than  by  the  sword ; the  sun  and  the 
moon  also  stood  still,  and  the  day  was 
considerably  lengthened,  so  that  the  zeal 
of  the  lsraelit-'’s  was  not  obstructed  in 
the  pursuit  and  slaughter  of  their  adver- 
saries. 

Thus  the  Jord  God  fought  for  Israel, 
and  led  them  on  to  successiv'e  victories,- 
till  Canaanites  were  almost  wholly 
subdued.  Thon  Joshua  applied  himself, 
by  the  direction  of  God,  to  the  division 
of  the  land ; an  exact  survey  of  it  hav- 
ing been  taken,  each  tribe  had  a posses-  - 
sion  by  lot ; and  the  land  so  allotted  w’as 
divided  among  the  several  families  of  the 
tribe,  according  to  the  number  of  per- 
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sons  belonging  to  it.  The  ti’ibe  of  Levi 
indeed  had  no  share  or  portion  in  the 
division  of  the  land  ; because  being  cho- 
sen by  tljp  Lord  to  be  Ins  priests  and  mi- 
nisters, to  preserve  knowledge  and  preach 
the  law,  they  were  to  be  intermixed  fof 
that  purpose  Avith  the  other  tribes,  and 
to  be  supported  by  tithes  and  the  offer- 
ings of  the  altar, 

Joshua  governed  the  Israelites  in  peace 
and  prosperity  about  seventeen  years  af- 
ter their  establishment  inCanaan  ; when, 
findhig  himself  draAving  tOAvards  his  end, 
he  assembled  all  the  heads  of  tlie  tribes 
])efore  the  Lord}  an,d  having  reminded 
them,  in  a A'eiy  pathetic  speech,  of  the 
many  Avonderful  mercies  Avhieh  God  had 
bestOAved  upon  them  and  their  fathers, 
and  shcAved  them  hoAV  much  it  Avas  their 
inteVest,  as  aa  cII  as  duty,  to  perscA’ere  in 
the  pure  Avorship  of  the  Deity,  and  the 
faithful  observance  of  his  laAvs,  he  ex- 
horted them  to  rencAV  their  coA-enant 
with  God,  in  such  a solemn  manner,  as 
might  fix  a lasting  impression  upon  their 
hearts.  To  yhich  they  all  cheerfully 
assented,  and  engaged  themselves  by  the 
most  sacred  protestations  and  promises, 
declaring  publicly.  The  I^nrd  our  God 
will  we  sa've,  and  his  voice  will  w-e  obey. 
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* CHAP.  XXII. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  JUDGES. 

Before  ^ | "'HERE  is  no  express  record, 
Christ  JL  that  any  particular  person 
immediately  succeeded  Joshua  in 
the  title  and  power  of  Judge  of  Israel ; 
yet  there  is  grea^t  reason  to  apprehend, 
that  Caleb  acted  in  that  character,  who 
at  the  head  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  gained 
many  victories  over  the  neighbouring 
nations  j several  other  tribes  also  g’ained 
great  advantages  over  those  people  near 
. whom  they  were  planted.  The"  Lord 
y^iowever  did  not  entirely  drive  out  the 
Canaanites : but  on  account  of  the  dis- 
obedience of  the  Israelites,  suffered  some 
to  remain,  as  instruments  of  their  chas- 
tisement, declaring  to  them,  they  shall  he 
as  thorns  in  your  sides,  and  their  gods  shall 
be  a snare  tmto  you. 

Accordingly  indeed-  by  conversing 
with  the  heathens  and  intermarrying 
with  them,  (which  they  were  fbrbidden 
to  do)  they  soon  forgot  the  Lord  God, 
who  had  done  such  gre|itffiings  for  them, 
and  served  the  gods  of  those  countries 
called  Baalim.  The  word  Baal  signifies 
Lord : ^ these  false  gods  were  generally 
■worshipped  hpon  high  places,  which  w'ere 
full  of  trees  and  shud^}'^  groves.  How 
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should  we  learn  from  the  example  of  the 
Jeios  to  avoid  the  company  of  the  wick- 
ed and  profane;  for  evil  communication 
comcpts  good  manners.  In  consequence 
of  their  idolatry  and  wickedness,  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  was  ageiinst  them  for  evil ; 
and  they  were  much  harassed  and  per- 
plexed with  internal:  calamities  and  fo- 
reign enemies. 

Before  Micah,  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim, 
Christ  had  so  far  degenerated  from  true 
U06.  as  to  set  up  images  in  his 

own  house  for  worship,  excusing  himself 
on  account  of  his  distance  from  Shiloh, 
where  the  Tabernacle  was  placed : He 
had  prevailed  likewise  upon  a Levite  to 
dwell  with  him,  and  perform  religious 
olTices ; but  the  Danites,  having  acciden- 
tally discovered  the  priests  and  the 
images,  carried  them  away,  and  pursued 
the  same  idolatrous  worship.  About 
this  time  also  the  people  of  Gibeah,  of 
the  tribe  ot  Benjamin,  were  guilty  of 
horrid  barbarity  to  one  of  the  Levites 
and  his  wife;  and  their  brethren,  instead 
of  giving  up  the  offenders  to  punish- 
ment, when  they  were  demanded  by  the 
other  tribes,  protected  them : upon  which 
a bloody  war  ensued,  and  the  Benjamites 
were  almost  totally  destroyed. 

The  Lord  also  suffered  the  people  to 
fall  an  easy  conquest  into  the  hands  of 
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the  king  of  Mesopotamia^  who  exacted  a 
heavy  tribute  from  them  for  eight  years  j 
but  upon  their  repentance  and  crying  to 
him  for  help,  he  raised  up  Othnkl,  the 
son-in-Jaw  oi  Caleb,  to  be  their  Judge, 
who  defeated  their  enemies,  and  gave 
them  peace  and  tranquillity  for  forty 
Before  y^ars.  After  the  death  of  Olhniel, 
Christ  the  children  af  Israel  again  did  evil 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  who  for 
that  reason  reduced  them  into  subjection 
to  the  Moabites,  till  they  turned  unto 
him  with  humility,  and  penitence  : up- 
on which  he  recovered  them  from  their 
slavery  by  the  hands  of  Ehud.  After 
him,  Shamgar,  a man  of  singular  strength 
and  valour,  made  a great  slaughter  of 
X\ie  Philistines,  Who  had  invaded  their 
territories  •,  and  he  wrought  out  tkeir  de- 
liverance. These  warnings  however  had 
but  little  effect : they  again  offended 
God,  and  were  therefore  exposed  to  the 
oppression  of  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan,  for 
many  years  ; but  when  they  were 
brought  to  a sense  of  their  impiety,  he 
set  them  free  hy  Delrorah,  who  judged 
Israel  •,  for  Barak,  under  her  direction, 
defeated  a numerous  army  commanded 
by  Sisera  ; and  Jael  killed  Sisera  by  driv- 
ing a nail  into  his  temples. 

While  they  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  this 
deliverance  in  peace  and  plenty,  they 


70  The  History  of  the  Judges. 

ungratefully  forgot  their  Almighty  Deli- 
verer, and  fell  again  into  idolatry  and 
sin.  This  was  generally  their  case, 

and  is  indeed  the  case  of  many  : in  the 
time  of  danger  and  distress,  they  see 
their  folly,  and  humble  themselves  before 
the  Ij}rd,  but  in  the  time  of  prosperity 
they  become  careless  and  profane ; and 
iheir  language  is.  Who  is  the  Lord  that 
we  should  obey  his  voice  ? For  their  re- 
peated crimes  they  were  brought  into 
miserable  bondage  under  the  Midianites, 
till  upon  their  repentance  an  Angel  call- 
ed Gideon  from  the  thrashing-floor,  to  be 
Judge  of  Israel,  who  performed  many 
glorious  actions,  and  not  only  freed  them 
from  their  enemies,  but  also  restored 
them  to  a flourishing  condition,  and  led 
tliem  from  idolatry  to  the  true  worship 
Before  God.  At  his  death  Abimetech, 
Christ  one  of  his  sons,  having  slain  all  his 
J236.  i^rothers,  except  Jotham,  persuaded 
the  Schechemites  to  make  him  king.  This 
occasioned  some  civil  dissentions  among 
the  people  j but  aftey  three  years,  as  he 
was  besieging  a city,  he  was  slain.  Tola, 
. the  next  Judge,  governed  the  state  for 
twenty-three  years,  with  prudence  and 
success  : but  during  the  administration 
of  his  successor,  Jair,_t\\e  people  rejected 
the  worship  of  their  own'  God,  their  al- 
mighty friend  and  benefactor,  and  adopt- 
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ed  and  sensed  the  gods  of  all  the  neigh- 
bouring nations.  The  Philistines  and 
Ammonites  were  therefore  stirred  up 
against  them,  and  invaded  them  on  every 
side.  Upon  which  the  Israelites,  in  great 
consternation  and  despair,  rah  to  the 
Deity  whom  they  had  offended,  and  ear- 
nestly implored  his  protection  and  suc- 
cour : but  he  said  unto  them.  Go  and  cry 
unto  the  Gods  which  you  have  chosen : let 
them  deliver  you  in  the  time  of  your  tribula- 
tion. Yet  upon  their  humble  confession  ' 
Before  and  repentance,  he  raised  up  Jeph- 
christ  thah  to  be  their  Judge  and  deli- 
verer.  was  a man  of  great 

courage  and  power;  he  defeated  and 
drove  out  the  Ammonites,  invaded  the 
land,  destroyed  many  of  their  cities,  and 
revived  the  liberty  and  glory  ol  Israel. 
But  he  blasted  his  own  glory,  and  embit- 
tered all  his  days,  by  one  act  of  indiscre- 
tion and  rashness : for  before  he  took 
thd  field  against  the  enemy,  he  made  a 
VOW,  that  if  he  should  return  victorious, 
he  would  offer  unto  the  Lord  whatever 
came  first  out  of  his  house  to  meet  him. 
Unhappily  his  daughter,  impatient  to 
see  her  father  again,  ran  out  first  to  em^ 
brace  him ; and  the  afflicted  parent 
thought  himself  obliged  to  do  unto  her 
according  to  his  vow. 

There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
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victim  of  this  rash  vow  was  not  offered 
as  a human  sacrifice  to  God;  because 
such  sacrifices  were  expressly  forbidden 
by  the  law,  as  odious  and  detestable  in 
his  sight;  and  Jeplithah  must  have  known, 
that  no  oath  can  be  binding  and  obliga- 
tory, where  the  matter  of  it  is  clearly 
unlawful.  The  words  also  may  be  un- 
derstood in  a ihore  favourable  sense,  as 
implying  only  that  she  was  to  be  the 
Lord's,  that  is,  to  be  devoted  wholly,  to 
the  service  of  God,  and  to  lead  a single 
recluse  life.  The  discharge  of  the  vow, 
''however,  according  to  this  mild  con- 
struction, must  have  occasioned  great 
anxiety  and  grief  to  Jephthah, 
thus  he  secluded  his  beloved  daughter 
from  all  society ; he  was  deprived  for 
ever  of  her  company ; and,  as  she  was 
his  only  child,  could  have  no  expectation 
of  any  posterity  to  inherit^  his  fortune 
and  perpetuate  his  name.  • 

Vows  are  not  to  be  made  without 
great  caution  and  deliberation.  When 
we  presume,  as  it  were,  to  make  bargains 
ydth  God,  and  engage  concerning  tem- 
poral affairs,  that  if  He  will  do  such  a 
thing  for  us,  we  will  do  such  a thing  for 
Him  ; we  do  but  tempt  God,  and  lay  a 
snare  for  ourselves. — All  vows,  however, 
which  are  formed  merely  to  bring  us 
nearer  to  God,  and  oblige  us  to  a more 
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stedfast  obedience,  are  not  only  lawful, 
but  prudent  and  expedient.  We  should 
endeavour  to  bind  our  treacherous  hearts 
to  him  with  the  most  solemn  ties,  and 
firmly  resolve  to  be  and  to  do  nothing 
but  what  is  agreeable  to  his  will.  Par- 
ticularly every  Christian  should  serious- 
ly reflect  upon  \as  baptismal  rote,  and 
frequently  renew  that  covenant  with 
God  in  the  sacred  ordinance  appointed 
l)y  Him,  through  whose  mediation  our 
sincere,  though  imperfect,  obedience  will 
be  accepted,  even  Jesus  Christ, 


After  Jephthah,  Ihzan,  and  Ebn,  and 
Abdon  successively  judged  Israel,  of 
whom  nothing  remarkable  is  recorded. 
Before  then  raised  a deliverer  in  an 
chnst  extraordinary  way,  named  Samp- 
son.  His  birth  was  miraculous, 
and  foretold  by  an  angel,  and  he  was  en- 
dowed with  an  uncommon  degree  of 
strength.  He  rent  a lion  as  he  would 
have  rent  a kid.  He  killed  a thousand 
Philistines  with  the  jaw-bone  of  an  ass ; 
and  being  shut  up  in  the  city  of  Gaza, 
carried  off  the  large  heavy  gates,  and 
escaped.  He  became  a slave  however  to 
sensual  pleasure,  and  was  at  length  per- 
suaded by  the  artifices  of  a treacherous 
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woman,  named  Dalilah,  to’ discover  the 
fatal  secret  concerning  his  strength,  that 
it  consisted  in  his  hair,  The  lips  of 

a tvicked  Tvoman  divp  as  a honey-comb,  and 
she  fattei'eth  with  her  words ; but  her  end 
is  bitter  as  leornuoood,  and  her  feet  go  dawn 
to  death. — Dalilah  .soon  took  an  oppor- 
tunity,, while  he  was' sleeping,  of  cutting 
off  his  hair,  and  delivering  him  into  the 
hands  of  the  Philistines,  who  confined 
him  in  prison  and  put  out  his  eyes. 

The  gifts  and  advantages,  with 
which  God  distinguished  the  Judges  and 
others,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  his 
people,  did  not  exempt  them  from  hu- 
man frailties ; they  might  be  furnislied 
with  miraculous  endowments,  and  yet 
fall  short  of  those  moral  graces  and  vir- 
tues which  are  the  objects  of  his  special 
favour.  Many  w'ill  plead  in  the  last  aw- 
ful day,  Lord,  Lord,  have  tee  not  prophe- 
cied  in  thy  name  ? and  in  thy  name  done 
many  v)onderfid  works  ? to  whom  howe- 
ver he  will  answer.  Depart  from  me  ye 
workers  of  iniquity. 

When  Sampson  had  passed  some 
months  in  miserable  servitude,  (in  which 
time  his  hair  w'as  grown  again,  and  his 
strength  returned)  he  was  brought  forth 
by  Philistines,  upon  a great  festival, 
as  an  object  of  their  mockery  and  scorn. 
Full  of  indignation  at  this.insult,  he  cried 
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unto  the  Lord  for  help,  that  he  might  be 
avenged  for  the  loss  of  his  eyes ; and 
having  t,aken  hold  of  the  pillars  of  tlie 
house,  in  which  the  princes  and  nobkss 
were  assembled  with  many  others,  he 
bowed  himself  with  all  his  might ; upon 
which  the  house  fell,  and  Sampson  and 
the  Philistines  were  buried  together  in 
the  ruins. 

Eliy  the  high  priest,  succeeded  as 
Judgp;  who,  though  of  good  dispositions, 
was  very  indolent  and  remiss  in  the  go- 
vernment both  of  the  nation  and  his  own 
family.  His  two  sons,  Hophni  and  Phi- 
neaSy  who  officiated  under  him,  w'ere 
guilty  of  the  most  infamous  crimes  ; and 
and  by  their  example  led  the  people;, 
who  were  naturally  prone  to  wickedness, 
into  the  greatest  abominations.  Because 
his  sons  made  themselves  vUe,  and  he  re- 
strained them  not,  the  Lord  threatened  to 
take  the  priesthood  from  his  house,  and 
to  destroy  his  family.  Not  long  after 
this,  the  Philistines  attacked  and  defeated 
the  Israelites  ; Hophni  and  Phineas  w'ere 
slain,  and  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  which 
had  been  brought  into  the  camp  in  order 
to  encourage  the  people,  and  terrify  the 
enemy,  was  taken'.  God,  suffered  that 
special  token  of  his  presence  to  be  re- 
moved from  his  people,  because  their 
minds  were  estranged  from  Inm.  and  he 
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ivas  7tot  iji  all  their  thoughts.  Eli  was  im- 
patient to  know  the  event  of  tlie  battle  •, 
and  as  soon  as  he  heard,  not  only  that  his 
sons  were  slain,  but  also  that  the  ark  was 
taken  away,  he  fell  backward  from  his 
seat  and  died. 

Before  Philistines  carried  the  holy 

Christ  ark  to  the  city  Ashdod,  and  set  it 
in  the  house  of  Dagon  their  god ; 
but  the  vain  image  fell  upon  his  face  be- 
fore the  ark)  as  it  were  in  obeisance  ; and 
God  sent  a severe  .affliction  and  plague 
among  the  people,  so  that  they  gladly 
sent  it  back  to  the  Israelites,  who  placed 
it  in  the  house  of  Abinadab  in  Gibeah. 

Samuel,  who  had  been  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  in  a remarkable  manner,  and  bred 
up  under  Eli  from  his  infancy,  succeeded 
to  the  government,  and  acted  both  as 
prophet  and  fudge.  He  was  favoured  by 
the  Almighty  with  frequent  revelations 
of  his  will:  he  preached  to  the  people 
with  great  affection  and  zeal,  arid  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  put  away  their  strange 
gods,  to  confess  their  sins,  and  to  serve 
the  Lord  alone.  He  was  also  a wise 
and  vigilant  magistrate  5 he  administer- 
ed justice  with  great  impartiality,  and 
took  a circuit  yearly  through  the  king- 
-dom  for  that  purpose.  But  when  be 
grew  old,  and  incapable  of  discharging 
his  public  office,  he  made  his  so7is  judges 
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over  Israel  -,  who  degenerated  from  their 
father’s  virtue,  perverted  justice  for  the 
sake  of  bribes,  and  oppressed  the  peo- 
ple : upon  which  the  elders  of  Israel 
made  a general  complaint  io  Samuel,  and 
earnestly  requested  him  to  alter  their 
form  of  government,,  and  to  appoint  a 
king  to  judge  them  like  other  nations. 

Samuel,  by  the  particular  direction  of 
the  Lord,  set  before  them  the  many  in- 
convenieirces  q.nd  grievances  which 
would  ' attehd-such  a change  j and  also 
informed:  them,  that,  by  thus  insisting 
upon  it,  they  rejected  the  Lord  from  be- 
ing their  king  : yet  when,  notwithstand- 
ing the  remonstrance  of  the  prophet, 
they  persisted  obstinately  in  their  de- 
mand, God  ordered  him  to  hearken  to 
their  voice,  and  was  pleased  to  nominate 
Saul  io  the  regal  dignity. 

We  know  not  what  temporal  ad- 
vantages are  most  conducive  to  our  real 
interest  j and  frequently,  with  equal 
eagerness  and  ignorance,  solicit  those 
things  which  would  be  pernicious  to  us. 
God  alone  knows  what  will  help  us,  and 
what  will  hurt  us  ; and  all  our  prayers 
should  be  offered,  as  with  entire  depend- 
ence on  his  goodness,  so  with  entire  sub- 
mission to  his  rceVc/ow,  Give  us,  O Lord, 
tine  things  which  are  most  convenient  for  us, 
whether  we  desire  them  or  not-,  and  keep- 
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from  us,  toe  beseech  thee,  all  evil  things, 
even  though  we  should  earnestly  wish  and 
pray  for  them. 

CHAP.  XXIII. 

THE  BOOK  OF  RUTH. 

WHILE  the  Israelites  were  governed 
by  Judges,  the  land  was  atRicted 
with  a grievous  famine  ; during  which 
Elimelech,  a man  of  Bethlehem,  retired 
for  safety,  with  his  wife  Noami  and  his 
two  sons,  into  the  land  of  Moab  ; where 
his  sons  married  Orpah  and  Ruth.  Bui 
after  some  time  he  and  his  sons  died  j 
upon  which  Naomi  resolved  to  return 
into  her  own  country,  and  desired  her 
daughters-in-law  to  remain  in  Moab,  un- 
der the  care  and  protection  of  their  own 
relations. — Orpah,  with  great  reluctance 
and  many  tears,  took  leave  of  her  mo- 
ther, and  remained  j but  Ruth  clave  unto 
her,  saying,  Whither  thou  goest,  I ulll  go  : 
thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God, 
my  God. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Bethlehem,  Ruth 
went  into  the  fields  of  Boaz  to  glean  corn 
for  their  food.  Boaz,  though  abounding 
in  riches,  was  diligent,  condescending, 
and  charitable.  Observe  the  behaviour 
of  the  master  and  the  servants:  as  he 
went  into  the  held,  he  said  to  the  reapers. 
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The  Lord  be  with  you  s and  they  answered 
him,  The  I^rd  bless  Mce.-^Having  in- 
quired into  the  family  and  circumstan^^ 
of  Ruth,  whom  he  saw  gleaning,  he  com- 
manded the  men^to  IqMall  some  hand- 
fuls in  her  way  j contriving  at  the  same 
time  to  give  her  a plentiful  provision 
without  the  appearance  of  giving,  and 
to  save  her  that  shame  and  confusion, 
which  modest  people  feel  upon  receiv- 
ing. 

Boaz  was  so  charmed  with  the  honest 
industry  of  Ruth,  and  her-  dutiful  affec- 
tion to  Naomi,  that  after  a fruitless  ap- 
plication to  her  kinsmen  for  p,  husband, 
he  himself  married  her  ; and  they  had  a 
son  called  Obed,  who  was  the  Either  of 
Jesse,  and  grandfather  of  JJavid ; from 
whom  in  a direct  line' the  Saviouivof  the 
world  descended,  and  is  therefore  called 
the  So7i  of  David. 

CHAP.  XXIV. 

THE  reign  of  SAUL. 

Before  Q^UL,  a young  man,  as  he  was 
ciiiist  O looking  for  his  father’s  asses, 
which  had  strayed  from  their 
pasture,  was  directed  by  the  Lord  to  Sa- 
muel, and  anointed  to  be  King  over  Israel. 
He  was  no  sooner  seated  upon  his  throne, 
tlnm  the  men  of  Jabesh-gikad,  being 
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closely  besieged  by  the  Ammonites^  im- 
plored his  assistance ; ujx)n  which  he 
immediately  collected  some  forces,, 
marched  all  night,  attacked  and  defeat- 
ed the  enemyj-  and  put  thenr  to  flight 
with  a very  considerable  loss. 

After  this  Janathan,  the  son  of  Saul, 
took  a garrison  from  the  Philistines  j who 
were  so  much  enraged  at  it,  that  they 
marched  against  the  Israelites  with  a ve- 
ry numerous  army.  The  people  were 
filled  with  consternation  and  despair ; 
and  Saul,  though  he  had  been  command- 
ed by  Samuel  to  wait  for  his  coming,  yet 
hoping  to  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of  his 
subjects,  offered  the  burnt-offering  him- 
self j for  which  act  of  presumption  the 
Prophet  sharply  rebuked  him,  and  told 
him  tl|at  his  kingdom  rtmdd  not  continue. 
The  Lord  was  pleased,  however,  in  com- 
passion to  the  people,  to  favour  the  arms 
of  Jonathcm,  and  grant  a remarkable 
victory  over  the  enemy^ 

Satd  was  afterwards  sent  to  execute- 
judgment  upon  the  AmaleKiles,  with  an 
express  command  not  to  leave  any  creature 
alive.  But  he  obeyed  the  command  only 
in  part ; for  he  saved  Agag  their  king, 
and  the  best  of  the  cattle:  and  when 
Samuel,  upon  hearing  the  bleating  of  the 
sheep  and  the  lowing  cf  the  oxen,  charged 
him  with  the  failure,  he  pretended  that 
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he  bad  saved  the  cattle  , for  a sacrifice 
unto  the  Lord. 

There  can  be  no  good  excuse  for 
the  wilful  violation  of  our  duty.  Can 
we  be  said  to  do  the  will  of  God,  while 
we  do  it  only  in  some  particular  in- 
stances, and  knowingly  neglect  if  in 
others?  Can  a obedience  be  justi- 

fied in  the  sight  of  God, , or  to  our  own 
hearts? — Could  those  spoils,  which  the 
Almighty  had  commanded  to  be  de- 
stroyed, be  a pleasing  sacrifice  to  him ; 
or  an  external  ceremony  make  amends 
-for  the  breach  of  an  express  law  ? Cer- 
tainly not.  The  Prophet  therefore  re- 
jected the  liypoeritical  defence,  and  said, 
-Hath  ike  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt- 
qffei'ings  and  sacrifices,  as  in  obeying  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  ? Behold,  to  obey  is  ^tter 
than  sacrifice.  Thou  hast  rejected  the.  word 
. of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  hath  rejected 
thee  from  being  king  over  Israel. 

True  religion  consists  in  doing 
the  will  of  God  with  sincerity  of  heart. 

' We  must  renounce  not  only  this  or  that 
sin,  but  all  sin  ; and  must  obey  not  only 
this  or  that  command,  but  all  the  com- 
' mands  of  God,  without  exception  or  re- 
serve^  Then  shall  I not  be  ashamed,  then 
shall  I have  confidence  in  thy  favour  and 
loving-kindness,  when  I have  respect  unto 
all  thy  commandments'.  Saul  was  deeply 
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afli^ted  with  the  denunciation  of  SamueL 
The  loss  of  the  divine  favour  was  attend- 
ed with  great  perplexity  and  horror  v 
there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked,  saith  the 
scripture.  In  this  unhappy  situation, 
he  was  advised  to  try  the  power  of  mu- 
sic, in  order  to  divert  his  thoughts,  and 
lull  his  mind  to  rest.  For  this  purpose, 
David,  a shepherd,  the  son  of  Jesse,  who 
was  famous  for  playing  skilfully  upon, 
the  harp  and  singing  hymns,  was  recom- 
mended to  him ; and  his  music  was  so 
excellent,  that  it  charmed  the  passions 
of  the  king,  and  in  a great  measure  re- 
moved his  disorder. 

The  Philistines  returned  with  recruited 
forces  against  Irael  ,•  and,  when  both  ar- 
' mies  were  encamped  near  each  other, 
Goli^h,  a giant,  day  after  day,  challeng- 
ed any  of  the  Israelites  to  decide  the  war 
by  a single  combat : but  he  was  of  such 
a prodigious  stature,  that  the  soldiers  of 
Said  were  terrified  at  the  sight  of  him, 
and  shrunk  back  from  the  encounter. 
Young  David,  however,  who  came  in  the  ^ 
mean  time  to  visit  his  brothers  in  the 
camp,  as  soon  as  he  heard  his  insulting 
language,  was  moved  with  indignation, 
and  resolved  to  fight  the  gigantic  cham- 
pion. For  he  trusted  in  the  Almighty, 
by  whose  assistance  he  had  formerly  slain 
both  a lion  and  a bear,  which  had  as- 
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saulted  his  flocks ; that  He  would  also 
deliver  into  his  hand  this  proud  Philistine, 
who  had  reproached  and  defied  the  armies 
of  the  living  God. 

The  Israelites  stood  in  amazement, 
and  trembled  for  the  adventurous  strip.- 
iing,  who  went  forward  with  only  a sling 
in  his  hand,  and  a few  pebble  stones  in 
his  shepherd’s  bag.  Goliah,  on  the  otlier 
hand,  treated  him  with  insolent  disdain, 
and  threatened  to  give  his  fiesh  to  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  and  t6  the  beasts  of  the  field. 
But  David,  guided  and  supported  by  an 
invisible  power,  slang  a stone,  which  pe- 
netrated the  head  of  his  adversary,  so 
that  he  fell  upon  his  face  to  the  earth.  At 
the  sight  of  which,  the  Israelites,  exult- 
ing with  joy,  attacked  the  army  of  the 
dismayed  Philistines,  and  obtained  a 
complete  victory  over  them. 

The  admiration  and  applause  expres- 
sed by  all  the  people  in  honour  of  David, 
excited  sentiments  of  envy  and  jealousy 
in  the  breast  of  Saul.  What  a 

wretched  temper  it  is,  to  be  miserable 
upon  those  occasions,  which  ought  to 
give  pleasm’e  and  delight ; and  to  hate 
others  for  those  excellencies,  which 
should  recommend  them  to  our  l9ve ! 
This  malignant  disposition,  by  degrees, 
so  far  prevailed  over  Said,  that  he  resolv- 
ed to  destroy  David  : hut  Jonathan, 
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whose  soul  'was  knit  with  the  soul  of  David 
in  friendship,  informed  him  of  his  dan- 
ger, and  advised  him  to  flee  from  the 
anger  of  his  father.  therefore  re- 

tired from  his  dominions  to  Gath,  a city 
of  the  Philistines ; where,  being  disco- 
vered, and  in  danger  of  his  life,  he  pre- 
tended to  be  mad.  Having  escaped  by 
this  artifice,  he  fled  to  AduUamy  where 
many  of  his  relations  and  friends,  and 
others  of  broken  fortunes  and  discon- 
tented minds,  resorted  to  him.  He 
eould  not  find  however  any  rest  or  dwel- 
ling-place; iov  Saul,  as  it  were,  hunted 
him  upon  the  mountain,  and  pursued 
him  whithersoever  he  went. 

It  happened  once  that  Said,  being 
alone,  entered  into  a cave,  where  David 
and  some  friends  had  concealed  them- 
selves. The  companions  of  David  pres- 
sed him  to  put  an  end  to  all  his  distresses, 
by  the  death  of  his  vmjust  persecutor ; 
to  which  he  mildly  answered,  God  forbid 
that  I should  stretch  forth  niy  hand  against 
the  herd's  anointed,  A good  man 

will  not  take  any  unlawful  advantage  of 
his  enemy ; nor  seek  deliverance  from 
danger  by  such  methods  as  are  incon- 
sistent with  the  wdll  of  God.  Love  your 
enemies  : do  good  to  them  that  hate  you  : 
pray  for  them  that  persecute  you.'  When 
Saul  was  gone  out  of  the  cave,  David 
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palled  after  him,  and  expostidated  with 
him  concerning  the  unreasonableness  of 
his  hatred  against  a man  wdio  had  never 
done  him  any  injury ; and  who,  having 
that  day  had  it  in  his  power  to, avenge 
himself,  had  yet  spared  his  life.  Savl 
w'as  melted  into  tenderness,  with  this  un* 
deserved  generosity  and  goodness,  and 
laying  aside  his  anger,  returned  to  Jeru~ 
Salem  in  peace. 

Near  the  place  of  David's  residence 
lived  Nabal,  a man  abounding  in  flocks 
and  herds,  but  brutal  and  churlish  in 
temper.  David,  w'ho  by  keeping  his 
men  under  strict  discipline,  protected- 
the  cattle  of  this  man  from  plunderers,, 
sent  messengers  to  him  at  the  time  of 
sheep-shearing,  requesting  some  provi- 
sions. NThe  selfish  Nabal,  however,  not 
only  refused,  but  treated  the  messengers 
rudely,  and  spoke  reproachfully  of  Da^ 
vid  himself ; w ho  w'as  so  offended  w'ilh 
the  ingratitude  and  inhumanity  of  the 
man,  that  he  threatened  to  destroy  him 
and  his  family.  But  Abigail,  the  wife 
of  Nabal,  a wmman  of  a beautiful  person 
and  gentle  disposition,  carried  a ricli 
supply  of  provision  to  Dqxkd ; and  with 
her  presents  and  soft  persuasive  words, 
appeased  his  indignation,  and  prevented 
the  shedding  of  blood. — In  a short  time 
the  Lord  smote  Nab  at,  that  he  died-;  and 
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afterwards  David  invited  Abigail  to  come» 
to  ftim,  and  he  married  her. 

The  anger  and  hatred  of  Saul  soon 
revived ; he  nngratefully  forgot  the  ge- 
nerosity of  David  in  sparing  his  life  in 
the  cave,  and  marched  against  him  with 
three  thou.'and  men  into  the  wilderness 
of  Ziph.  I'here  David  had  another  op- 
portunity of  killing  Saul,  and  putting  the 
crown  upon  his  own  head  : for  going  to 
view  the  camp,  he  entered  into  the  tent 
of  Saul,  while  he  was  sleeping : but  his 
piety  prevailed  over  his  interest,  and  he 
only  carried  array  a spear  and  a pitcher 
of  water,  as  tokens  of  the  king’s  danger, 
apd  of  his  on  n innocency.  As  soon  as 
Saul  was  ar»prized  of  what  had  passed, 
he  acknowledged  the  superior  virtue  and 
generosity  of  David,  promised  not  tc 
make  any  further  attempt  upon  his  life, 
and  having  blessed  him,  returned  to  his 
own  city. 

iVfter  a few  years . Saul  was  reduced 
to  a very  deplorable  condition  ; he 
W'as  attacked  by  an  army  of  the  Phi- 
listines, far  superior  in  number  and 
strength  to  the  forces  of  Israel,  which 
he  drew  out  against  them : . and,  when 
he  enquired  of  the  Lord  concerning 
the  event,  the  Lord  gave  him  no  an- 
svrer.  This  filled  him  with  the- utmost 
perplexity  and  terror;  he  xcas  afraid  and- 
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his  heart  greatly  trembled  ^ for  he  'vvell 
knew  that  there  could,  be  no  success 
without  the  favour  and  assistance  of  God. 
A battle  however  soon  ensued  : the  en- 
gagement between  the  armies  was  very 
sharp  and  vioktit^  Jonathan  and  two  of 
his  brothers  supported  the  figiit  with 
great  courage  ; but  being  at  length  over- 
powered and  slain,  all  was  disorder  and 
confusion,  and  the  Israelites  iied.  Saul 
himself  also  fled  ; and.  on  mount  Gilboa, 
being  fatigued  and  wounded,  and  fearful 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
he  threw  himself  upon  his  sw’ord  and 
died.  . 

David  lamented  wdth  unfeigned  sor-' 
row,  the  death  oi  Said  axkA  Jonathan  \n' 
these  pathetic  words : The  beauty  of  Js-‘ 
rael  is  slain  ; how  are  the  mighty  fallen  ! 
Ye  mountains  of  Gilboa^  let  there  be  no  dew 
upon  you  j for  there  the  shield  of  the  migh~ 
ty  is  vilely  cast  away,  even  the  shield  of 
Saul. — / am  distressed  for  thee,  my  bro- 
ther Jonathan  s thy  love  to  me  was  wonder- 
ful, passing  the  love  of  women. — How  are 
the  mighty  fallen,  and.  the  loeapms  of  war 
perished  ! 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

« — ^ 

THE  REIGN  OF  p.WID. 

Before  J^ATTD,  who  had  been  privately"^ 
anointed  king  by  Samuel,  was  “ 
directed  by  God,  upon  the  death  of 
Saul,  to  rennove  to  Hebron  j where  the 
tribe  of  Judah  anointed  him  to  be  their 
king  ; wliile  Abner,  Said’s  general,  and ' 
the  other  tribes,  proclaimed  Ishbosheth,' 
the  remaining  son  of  Saul,,  king  over 
Israel.  An  open  war  soon  cummenced 
between  the  tAvo  rival  piinces,  which 
continued  for  several  years,  till  Jshbosh- 
eth  was  barbaimislv  murdered  bv  two  of 
his  own  captains  : after  which,  • the  con- 
spirators, with  full  dependahce  upon  a 
gracious  reception,  fled  to  David  wdth 
the  nevvs ; but,  though  the  event  was  ad- 
rantag-eous  to'  him,  that  good  prince 
detested  the  bloody  fact,  and  command- 
ed the  authors  of  it  to  be  put  to  death. 
The  heads  of  all  the  tribes  immediately 
submitted  to  the  authority  of  David,  and 
anointed  him  king  over  Israel. 

Inspired  with  a grateful  sense  of  the 
numberless  and  various  instances  of  di- 
vine goodness,  tvhich  had  taken  him  from 
the  sheep-cot,  and  made  hini'rider  over  Is- 
rael s it  was  his  study  and  delight  to  pro 
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mote  the  gipry  and  worship  of  God,  and 
to  discharge  the  important  duties  of  that 
station,  to  which  he  had  been  so  won- 
derfully raised.  He  brought  the  ark  of 
the  Lord  from  the  house  of  Abinadab  to 
Jerusalem,  in  a s<#emn  triumphant  pro- 
cession ; with  music  and  songs  of  joy. 
He  was  also  desirous  of  building  a state- 
ly temple  to  the /Lord,  as  a place  of 
public  worship  ; but  the  Almigltty  sent 
Natan,  the  prophet,  to  inform  him,  that 
though  his  intention  was  highly  accepta- 
ble, yet  the  execution  of  it  should  be  I’e- 
served  for  his  son,  whom  God  would 
establish  in  the  kingdom,  and  bless  with 
prosperity  and  peace,  Men  are 

apt  to  be  offended,  if  their  good  inten- 
tions are  not  carried  into  execution  at 
their  own  time,  and  in  their  own  man- 
ner : but  all  our  designs  should  be  fonn- 
cd  and  pursued  with  submission  to, Pro- 
vidence, and  we  should  cheerfullv  sacri- 
fice  our  private  wishes  to  the  will  and 
glory  of  God. — -The  fervent  zeal  of  Da~ 
vid  was  hot  extinguished  or  abated  by 
the  divineprohibition ; though  the  pious 
and  honourable  work  was  deferred  to 
adorn  the  reign  of  his  son,  yet  he  ap- 
plied great  care  and  diligence  in  making 
j)reparations  for  it  t and  immense  quan- 
tities of  gold,  silver,  and  brass,  w,h^ch  he 
obtained  both  by  conquest  and  by  com- 

IO 
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merce,  were  dedicated  to, the  Lord,  and 
laid  up  for  that  sacred  purpose.  He 
reigned  happily  over  all  Israel,  and  exe- 
ctiteddudgment  and  justice  unto  all.  his  peo- 
ple:: and  the  Lord  was  ivithhim,  and  pre- 
served Jam  whithersoevfif  he  went.  The 
friendly  affection,  which  Jonathan  had 
shewn  to  him,  was  still  fresh  in  his  mind; 
and  having  made  dilig^t  enquiry  after 
his  family,  and  found  MephibosJwth  his 
son  alive,  he  restored  to  him  all  the  pos- 
sessions of  his  father,  and  placed  him 
constantly  at  his  own  table.  Gra- 

titude is  the  certain  fruit  of  a. good  and 
generous  heart ; and  the  satisfaction  aris- 
ing from  the  exercise  of  it,  proves  expe- 
rimentally, that  it  is  more,  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive. 

But,  alas,  what  is  man ! what 
are  even  good  men  ! their  best  disposi- 
tions, their  strongest  resolutions,  how 
uncertain  and  changeable  ! — -We  have 
an  alarming  instance  of  it  in  David,  who 
suffered  impure  desires  to  get  possession 
of  his  heart,  and  then  gave  liiinself  up 
to  the  indulgence  of  them.  Captivated 
with  the  beauty  of  Bathsheba,  he  took 
her  to  his  own  house : after  which,  he 
caused-  her  husband,  Uriah,  to  be  slain, 
and  married  her.  The  Prophet  Nathan. 
being  sent  by  God  to  bring  him  to  a, 
sense  of* his  guilt,  addressed  him,  with 
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the  pretended  story  of  a rich  man,  who, 
upon  the  coming  of  a stranger,  had.  spar- 
ed'his  own  numerous  flocks,  and  taken 
away  the  favourite  lamb  of  a poor  neigh- 
bour. The  king  immediately  condemn- 
ed the  rich  man^br  his  injustice  and 
cruelty  ; but  socxn  found  that  he  had 
pronounced:  sentence  against  himself, 
for  said  unto  him.  Thou  art  the 

man,!  for  the  lamb  was  the  wife  of 
Uriah.  Upon  this  home-attack,  his 
sleeping  conscience  ' was  roused;;  his 
mind  was  filled  with  remorse ; and  the 
heartfelt  confusion  of  his  crime  burst 
forth  in.  this  honest  confession,  I have 
sinned  ■ against  the  Lord  : and  so  sincere 
and  efl’ectual  was  his  repentance,  that 
instantly  replied.  The  Lord,  also 
hath  put  away  thy  sin.  Let  the 

wicked  forsatce  his  way^  and  the  unrighte^ 
ous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return 
unto  the  Lord : for  he  is  gracious,  and. 
mercifid,  and  forgiveth  iniquity,  trans^ 
gression,  and  sin. 

The  last  years  of  his  life  were  embit- 
tered by  private  and  public,  calamities  : 
tfis  son  Jbsabm,  having,  in  a great  de- 
gree, stolon  the  affections,  of  the  people 
from  his  aged  father,  broke  out  into  open 
rebellion,  and  obliged  him  to  flee  fipm 
Jerusalem  : but  the  rebels  were  soon  de-. 
fcjited,  and  the  young  prince,  as  he  fled 
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upon  a mule,  was  caught  by  his  hair  in 
the  boughs  of  a thick  oak,  and  suspend- 
ed between  heaven  and  earth,  till  Joab, 
Daxnd’s  general,  slew  him.,  After  which 
the  people  resorted  to  the  king  with 
great  submission  and  zeal : yet  growing 
jealous,  on  account  of  the  partial  regard 
vv'hich  he  shevv^ed  for  his  own  tribe,  they 
revolted  against  him  under  Sheba;  but 
they  were  soon  overpowered,  and  public 
peace  was  restored. 

While  Daxnd  was  enjoying  the  sweets 
of  peace  and  prosperity,  he  was  desir- 
ous, out  of  ' vain  glory  and  a foolish  cu- 
riosity, to  know  the  number  and  strength 
of  his  .subjects,  and  commanded  Joab  to 
take  an  account  of  all  tlae  people.  For 
this  act  of  pride  and  arrogance,  and  for 
the  wickedness  of  the  people  in  general,. 
God  sent  a dreadful  pestilence,  which  in 
a short  time  destroyed  seventy  thousand- 
persons  ; and  the  devastation  wa^  still 
increasing,  when  God  in  hi«  mercy 
heard  the  prayers  of  the  penitent  king,, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  calamity. 

■ At  length  David,  being  about  seventy 
years  of  age,  and  sensible  of  the  ap- 
proach of  death,  gave  his  last  solemn 
advice  to  his  son  Solomon,  and  Urged  this 
particular  instruction : Observe  the 

charge  of  the  Lord  thj  God,  to  walk  in  his 
ways,  to  keep  his  statutes  a?id  command- 
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rnafs  :■  that  thou  ma^jest  prosper  in  all  that' 
■tliqu  doest^  .and. whither soe%)€r  thou  turnest 
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as 


Before  ^0 LOTION,  as  sooxi  as  he  vv 
loif!’  settled  firmly  in  his  kingdom, 
applied  himself  to  the  management . 
■'of  public  affairs,  and  the  encouragement 
of  divine  worship.  The  Lord  looked 
down  upon  his  conduct  with  approba- 
tiont’  and  after  a sacrifice  at  Gibeon, , 


aiipeared  to  him  ih  a dream,  and  pro- 
mised to  give  him  whatever  he  should 
ask.  .The  young  prince  did  not  ask  for 
dong  life,  or  riches,  or  honour  ; but  con- 
scious of  the  difliculty  of  governing  ah 
extensive  kingdom,  and  dispensing  jus- 
tice to  a numerous  people,  he  desired  a 
inise  and  understanding  heart.  The  pru- 
dence and  modesty  of  this  request  pro- 
cured for  him  not  only  such  a degree  of 
wisdom  as  exceeded  that  of  all  other 


men ; but  also  a.  prorhise  of  those  bles- 
.sings,  which  he  had  not  asked,  depend- 
ant u])on  his  obedience  to  God.—- — 
^i^  '.Seek  pe  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
his  righteousness i and  all  other  things  shall 
be  added  unto  pou. 
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An  opportunity  soon  offered  for  the 
trial'  of  his  wisdbm  ; two  women,  bring- 
ing two  children j the  one  dead  and  the. 
other  alive,  came  to  him  for  justice ; 
both  disowned^  the  dead  child,  botlr 
claimed  the  living  child.  How  could 
the  truth  be  discovered,  and  the  infants 
be  given,  to  their  proper  mothers  ! Solo- 
mon had  recourse  to  the  workings  of  na- 
ture for  the  discovery  of  the  secret:  he 
commanded,  that  the  child  for  which 
they  contended  with  equal  warmth, 
should  be  divided,  and  half  of  it  given 
to  each  woman.  One  of  them  was  wil- 
ling to  have  it  so  divided;  but  the  other 
cried  out  in  despair  and  agony,  that  it 
should  not  be  so ; O,  my  Lord,  give  her 
the  living  child,  and  by  no  means  slay  it. 
This  affectionate  anxious  desire  to  save' 
the  life  of  the  infant,  manifested  the  true 
mother;  and  Solomon  accordingly  gave 
her  the  child,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
whole  assembly. 

His  wisdom  was  no  less  distinguished 
in  the  government  of  his  kingdom  ; and 
in  many  learned  treatises,  which  he 
wrote,  upon  the  nature  of  plants  and 
trees,  and”  of  beasts,  birds,  and  fishes. 
Peace  and  plenty  were  diffused  through 
his  dominions,  and  by  his  extensive  al- 
liances and  commerce,  gold  and  silver 
were  brought  to  him  in  such  abundance. 
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that  the  riches  of  the  wtnrld  seemed  to 
,have  been  gathered  together  .in  the  <city 
of  Jerusalem.  Having  by  these  means 
added  a vast  quantity  of  materials  to 
those  which  Dax)idMoid  cdilected,  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  great  work,  which 
his  father  had  so  much  at  heart,  and 
huilt  a temple  to  the  Lord.  It  was  the 
■most  beautiful  and  magnificent  edifice  in 
the  world.  The  grandeur  and  richness 
of  it  are  thought  to  have  exceeded  all 
description.  When  it  was  finished,  and 
the  ark  was  deposited  by  the  priests  in 
the  nfost  holy  place,  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
fdled  the  house,  and  appeared  visibly,  as 
jt  were,  to  take  possession  of  it.  Then 
the -king  offered  up  a wise  and  devout 
prayer,  entreating  God  to  hear  favour- 
ably the  supplications  which  his  people 
should  at  any  time  offer  in  or  toward 
that  holy  temple;  to  avert  the  evils 
they  should  fear,  and  grant  the  bles- 
sings they  should  ask. 

The  fame  of  the  wisdom  and  magni- 
ficence of  Solomon,  was  spread  through 
all  the  earth ; and  drew  many  persons 
of  wealth  and  learning  from  the  most 
distant  nations  to  his  court.  Particu- 
larly the  queen  of  Sheba,  a princess  as 
remarkable  for  understanding,  as  for 
power  and  riches,  came  from  th#)farthest 
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part  of  the  south,  to  see  his  glojy,  and 
be  an  ear-witness  of  his  wisdom. 

Solomon,  however,  so  beloved  of  God, 
and  so  admired  by  men,  did  not  perse- 
vere in  this  happy  state ; but  started 
aside  like  a broken  bow,  and  from  the  Love 
of  wisdom,  degenerated  to  the  love  of 
women  and  idolatry.  He  took  wives  out 
of  those  nations  with  vvhieh' God  had 
commanded  the  Israelites  not  to  make 
any  alliance.  These  soon  corrupted  his 
heart,  and  drew  him  from  the  service  of 
of  the  true.  God  ; so  that  he  built  tem- 
ples for  idols,  and  worshipped  their  gods 
and  goddesses,  going  after  Ashtore§i,  the 
goddess  of  the  %idonians-,  and  after  3/?/- 
com,  the  abomination  of  the  Ammonites. 
Thus  the  glory  he  had  obtained  by  his 
wisdom  and  virtue,  was  sullied  and  de- 
faced ; and  the  Lord  expressed  his  in- 
dignation and  anger,  by  raising  up  se- 
veral enemies  against  him  ; and  by  fore- 
telling that,  he  would  take  the  kingdom 
from  his  family,  and  give  it  unto  his  ser- 
vant; except  a certain  portion  of  it, 
which  should  be  reserved  to  Liis  son,  for 
his  servant  David's  sake, 
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T-HE  DIVISION  OF  THE  KINGDOM 
UNDER  REHOBOAM. 

Before  REHOBOAM,  upon  the  death 
Christ  of  his  father,  went  to  Shechem, 
in  order  to  be  proclaimed  king ; 
where  all  the  congregation  of  Israel,  be- 
ing assembled  on  the  occasion,  desired 
him  to  redress  some  grievances,  and 
lighten  the  yoke,  which  had  been  laid 
upon  them  by  Solomon.  The  old  coun- 
sellors, who  were  experienced  in  the 
affairs  of  the  nation,  advised  him  to  give 
a kind  and  gentle  answer,  that  he  might 
secure  the  affections  of  the  people,  and 
establish  himself  firmly  on  the  throne  : 
but  the  advice  of  his  young  giddy  com- 
panions seemed,  in  his  vain  imagination, 
more  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  his  go- 
government  : and  therefore  instead  of 
soothing  his  subjects  and  promising  re- 
dress, he  threatened  to  increase  their 
burdens,  and  govern  them  with  greater 
severity  than  his  father  had  done^  Ten 
of  the  tribes  were  so  offended  at  this 
harsh  answer,  that  th^y  disclaimed  all 
allegiance  to  him  3 and  made  Jeroboam, 
a bold  ambitious  youth,  king  over  them. 
The  other  two  tribes,  Judah  and  Benja- 
min, adhered  firmly  to  the  interest  of 
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Rehoboam,  and  conveyed  him  safely  to 
Jerusalem. 

Thus  this  kingdom,  which  was  just 
rising  into  fame,  was  divided  into  two 
parts,  the  kingdom  of  Judah^  and  the 
kingdom  of  Israel ; and  thus  God  pu- 
nished the  sins  of  Solomon,  by  the  folly 
of  Rehoboam;  and  manifested  to  the 
w'orld,  that  He  is  the  ruler  of  kings, 
turning  their  hearts  whithersoever  he 
pleaseth,  according  as  they  are  the  ob- 
jects of  his  mercy,  or  of  his  indigna- 
tion. 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  KINGS  OF 
, ISRAEL. 

JEROBOAM,  intent  upon  securing  his 
new  kingdom,  beautified  Shechem, 
and  built' a palace ; and  fearing,  lest  the 
people,  if  they  went  at  the  public  festi- 
vals to  worship  God  at  Jerusalem,  ac- 
cording to  the  law,  should  be  induced 
to  dwell  there,  and  become  subjects  to 
tiie  king  of  Judah,  he  set  up  two  golden 
calves,  as  objects  of  worship,  in  different 
parts  of  his  kingdom.  By  this  public 
institution  of  idolatry,  the  minds  of  the 
people  v/ere  corrupted,  and  a door 
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«>pened  to  every  kind  of  knpiety  and 
wickedness. 

' He  also  took  upon  himself  the  ofFiee 
of  High-priest,  and  appointed  any  of 
the  lowest  of  tlxe  people  to  be  priests  of 
the  high  places,  where  they  performed 
false  worship.  But  as  he  was  about  to 
offer  sacrifices  to  Bethel,  a prophet  who 
came  from  Jerusalem  foretold,  that  that 
altar  should  be  destroyed  by  a king  of- 
Judah,  named  Josiah ; and  when  Jero- 
boam, being  angry,  stretched  forth  his 
hand  to  apprehend  him,  it  became 
withered,  and  as  it  w’ere  dead : yet,  upon 
his  humiliation,  and  the  prayers  of  the 
prophet,  it  was  restored  to  him.  He 
was  not  at  all  reclaimed  however  by  this 
wonderful  event,  nor  yet  by  the  denun- 
ciation of  divine  judgments  by  Ahijah ; 
he  persisted  still  in  his  idolatry,  and 
drew  off  the  minds  of  the  people  more 
. and  more  from  the  worship  of  the  true 
God. 

Before  Succeeded  his  father 

christ  boam,  and  resembled  him  in  im- 
‘ piety ; but  w ithin  two  yeare  h^ 
was  slain  by  Baasha,  who  put  alt  the 
family  of  Jeroboam  to  death.  Baaskk 
w*as  succeeded  by  hiS  son  Klah,  who  in 
the  second  year  of  his  reign,  was  killed 
by  %mri,  a capt^iin  of  his  ehariots.— 
I But  Ziniri,  who  stew  his  master,  hid^ 
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p^ce;  for  the  army  immediately  made 
Omri,  their  general,  king;  and  %imrit 
in  despair,  set  fire  to  the  palace,  and 
was  destroyed  with,  it.  Omri  built  the 
c\ty  Samaria,  and  made  it  the  place  of 
his  residence.  He  not  only  walked  in 
the  ways  of  Jeroboam,  who  made  Israel 
to  sin,  hut  is  said,  in  scripture,  to  have 
done  worse  than  dll  who  were  before  him. 

Before  Ahuh,  the  next  king,  followed 
Christ  the  example  of  his  father  Own', 
and  even  exceeded  it.  He  mar- 
ried Jezebel,  the  daughter  of  Ethbaol, 
king  of  t\\eSidonians,  a protid  and  cruel 
woman  ; and  by  her  persuasion  and 
influence,  built  an  altar  to  Baal  in  Sa- 
maria, and  made  a grove  for  a supersti- 
tious and  impure  woi:sbip.  In  his  time 
lived  Elijah,:  a great  prophet,  Avho,  hav- 
ing threatened  a grievous  famine,  on 
acepunt  of  the  wickedness  of  . and 

his  people,  retired  to  the.  brook  Chefith, 
where  he  was  fed  for  some  time  by  ra- 
vens. Tlie  breok  at  length  'was.  dried 
up  ; he  then  went  to  %arephath,  '.  \\heve 
a poor  industrious  widow,;  who,  though 
she  had  only  a little  meal  remaining  for 
herself  and  her  son,  gheerfnjly  received 
him  and  gave  him  a part : for  which  act 
of  benevolence  and  compassion,  he  bles- 
sed her  barrel  of  meal  and  her  cruse  of 
oil,  so  that  they  failed  pot  during  the  § 
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famine.  The  widow’s  son  afterwards 
fell  sick  and  died  • but  dt  her  entreaty, 
Elijah  prayed  earnestly  to  God,  and  the 
child  was  restored  to  life.  lie- 

member  the  poor'  widow’s  charity,  and 
her  reward  y and  merciful  after  thy 
poiber  ; if  thoii  hast  much^  give,  plenteous-  . 
ly  ; if  ihoii  hast  little,  gwe  gladly  of  that 
little  ,•  so  ' wilt  thou  gather  a good  reward 
in  the  day  of  thine  Son  necessity. 

' The  holy  prophet  took  ah  opportunity 
of  reproving  Ahab  for  his  idolatry,  and 
desired  hini  to  Collect  all  the  people  and 
tlie  priests  of  K'dal  fo  mount  Carmel: 
he  there  upbraided  the  Israelites  with 
halting  between  two' opinions.  If  the  Lord  ' 
be  God,  .^ays  \\e,folloio  him  ; but  if  Baal, 
then  follow  him.  I^t  us,  on  each  side, 
offer  sacrifices,  and  the  God  that  consumetk 
the  sacrifice  by  fire,  let  him  he  acknowledged 
andsemed  as  fhe  ’tvueGod.  The  priests 
of  .Bcff/  immediaidlj^  put  a bullock  upon 
the  altar,  ^iid  called  iipon  Baal,  from 
mornitig  to  noon ; but  there  was  no  voice 
to  answer j'  7tor  dny  that  regarded.  But 
wherl  Elijah  had  put  a bidlock  upon  his 
altar,  and,  entreated  the  Almighty  to 
shew  that  he, 'was’tlie  God,  a fire 
carhe  down  from  heaven,  and  consumed 
the’  sacVifice  the  people  were  ' at  once 
astoiiisdied  and  colu'inccd and  at  the 
command  of ‘ the  propliet,*  seized  the 
K 3 ' 
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false  priests,  and  carried  tliem  to  the 
brook  Kishoti,.  ’w  here  thej  'were  put  to 
death.  ' 

Ahab  however  hardened  his  heart 
against  the  Lord,  and  persisted  in  his 
wicked  courses:  And  looking  with  a 
covetous  eye  upon  the  vineyard  of  No- 
boi/i,  which  joined  his  palace,  he  con- 
trived with  Jezebel,  by  a false  acx'usa- 
tion,  to  have  the  poor  man  stoned  to 
death,  and  then  took  possession  of  the 
held.  God  expressed  high  displeasure 
at  this  unjust  and  barbarous  action  ; and 
soon  after  Ahab  w'as  slain  in  battle  by  a 
Syrian,  as  had  been  foretold  by  the  pro- 
phet Micaiah.  HeWas  succeeded  by 
his  son  Ahaziah,  a weak  and  inglorious 
prince  •,  who  died  by  a fall  fi-om  his 
upper  chamber,  and  Jehoram,  his  bro- 
ther, (for  he  had  no  son)  reigned  in  his 
stead.  This  also  w’as  , a wicked  , prince, 
but  not  so  profane  as  his  father  and  bro- 
ther, for  he  removed  the  image  of  Baal : 
after  which,  having  procured  the  friend- 
ship artd  assistance  of  Jehoshaphat,  king 
of  Judah,  he  overthrew'  the  Moabites, 
who  had  rebelled  against  Israel. 

.r,  t About  this  time  Elijah  was 
ei.rist  translated  by  a wmirlwind  into 
heaven  j but  his  spirit  of  prophecy 
rested  upon  Elisha,  who  saw'  him  thus 
taken  up.  He  immediately  ga.ve  full 
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pKoofs  that  Giod  was  with  him y by  divid-r 
bvg  th^  waters  of  Jordan  with  his  man- 
tle; aj^  heali»g  the  Jericho  ; 

and  afterwards,  as' he  was  travelling  near 
Bethel^  when  a mtilti^ude  of  wicked 
children  himy  and  said  unto  hinif 

Go  up,  tjiou-  baMJtead  i Go  up,  thou  bald- 
head  bears  rushed  out,  tf  a xpood^  j a\id 
destroyed  fortij-two  of  them.— — A 
tlreadfiil  warning  to  those  wlio  tur^, hu- 
man infirmities  into  ridicule  ; and  tmke 
a mockery  of  others,  because  they  are 
old  and’  decrepit  and  bald-headed,— >• 
Thou  shalt  rise  up^  says  God,  before  the 
hoary  head,  and  honour  the  fare  of  the  old 
man, 

Elisha  perfornied  several  miracles,  in 
the  execution  of  his  prophetic,  office ; 
supplying  the  armies  oi  Israel  and/adh/t 
with  water;  increasing  a poor  woman's 
oil  for  the  payment  of  her  creditors ; 
giving  a son  to  tfie  charitable  Shunamife, 
and  afiterwa^s  restoring  - him  'to  hfe, 
when  he  w^  dead;  healing  AWwaj? 
the  Syrian  general  of  his  leprosy,  and 
fixing  it  upon  his  owm  servant  Gehazi 
for  his  falsehood  and  covetousness  ; apd 
causing  iron  to  swim*  He  also'  smote  4 
great  multitude  of  Syrians,  w'ho  were 
sent  to  take  iura,  with  blindness;  and 
afterwanls,  when  Benhadad  had  bespjeged 
Samaria,  and  reduced  tli'?  V-ity , to  the 
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most  grievopfe  fairimo  ’ and  idistj^iss,* ' th^ 
Lord  spread  a drOadful  terror  through 
his  army 'in  the  night,  so  that  th<^ieft 
their  camp  and  provisions,  atid  fled*  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  into  their  own 
country : in  cOnsequetrce  of  which  the 
people  w'ere.^trpplied  with  an  unexpecti 
ed  plenty,  according  to  a remarkable 
predifetion  of  . 

■ Jehu  was  raised  to  the  throne  by'  the 
Almighty  to  execute  vengeance  on  the 
house  of  Akab  s began  his  reign  by 
killing  Jehoraih,  and  causing  Jezebel 'to 
be  thrown  from  a Window,  whose  body 
was  devoured  by  dogs,  as  had  been  fore- 
told by  the  prophet,  .E/zya/f.  He  then 
cutoff  allthe  family  of  and  pre- 
tending a great  zeal  for  collected 

all  his  priests  together,  and  destroyed 
them  aild  their  temple.  He  proceeded 
to  purify  the  kingdom’,  and  entirely 
banish  that  kind  of  idolatry  ; but  he 
was  only  a‘partial'reforme|»  for  he  con- 
tinued the  idolatry:  of  the  calves,  which 
Jerc&eem  had  established,  ’ 

Jehoahdz,'  the  next  king,  did  evil  in 
the  sight  of  ' the  tiord,'  which  exposed' 
him  and  his  people  to  the  cruel  oppres- 
sions of  the  king  of  ; till  by  his 
repentance  and  supplication,  the  'anger 
of  the  t.,ord  was  averted,  and  deliyefahee 
granted.  After  a treUiWesothe  reign  he 
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left  the  kingdom  to  his  son  Joash,  who 
obtained  three  complete  victories  over 
the  king  of  Syria;  and,  having  over-* 
come  Amaxiah,  king  of  Judah,  spoiled 
the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  and  took  away 
the  treasures  of  the  king’s  house.  ' 
Before  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  JoOsk,  svtc- 
christ  ce'Med  to  the  throne  j who  walked 
in  the  steps  of  his  ancestors,  and 
did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord:  yet 
wlim  the  affliction  of  Israel  was  very  bit- 
ter, under  the  oppression  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,  He 
had  compassion  on  them,  arid  wrought 
out  their  deliverance  by  the  hand  of 
Jeroboam.  Being  encouraged  by  the 
prophet  Jonah,  he  over-ran  ail  the  coun- 
try of  recovered  many  territories 

which  had  l^een  taken  from  Israel,  and 
restored  the  kingdom  to  its  former  great- 
ness. , 

About  this  time  was  sent 
to  denounc^^dgment  against  iVmcce//; 
the  metropdK  of  the  Assyrian  empire, 
because  the  IHckedness  of  it  i was  very 
great:  but  the  prophet,  afraid  of  fulfil- 
ling the 'commission,  took  ship  for  Ybr- 
shish.  He  was  soon  overtaken,  hoAve- 
ver,  by  a dreadful  storm  ; and  the  sailors* 
supposing  him  to  be  the  occasion  of  their 
danger,  threw  him  overboard^  . He/ was 
immediately  swallowed  by  a whale,  and 
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after  teving  been  wonderfully  preseirsred 
for.  three  days  and  nights,  was  thrown 
on  shore : after  which,  with  a penitent 
heart  and  devout  submission  to  the  will 
of  God,  he  proceeded  to  Nineveh,  and 
delivered  th^  awful  message.  The  in- 
habitants were  so  affected  and  alarmed 
Ivith  it,  that  they  proclaimed  a fast, 
and  by  their  humiliation  and  repentance 
and  prayer,  obtained  pardon  and  safety' 
from  the  Lord.  g3r*  It  is  certain  that 
God  might  have  preserved  Jonah  by  ap- 
peasing the  storm,  but  he  made  use  of 
this  extraordinary  method  to  manifest 
his  power,  and  teach  the  prophet  better 
©bedionce  for  the  future  •,  and  especially 
to  give  an  emblem  or  type  of  the  burial 
and  resurrection  of  our  Saviour ; for  as 
Jonah  was  three  days  and  nights  in  the 
whale's  belly,  so  was  the  son  ^ man  three 
days  and  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth. 

After  the  successful  reign  of  Jeroboam, 
there  was  a vacancy  in  Jbe  throne  for 
Before  several  years,  whiclro^as  filled  at 
Christ  last  by  Zechariah,  £fle  son  of  Jero- 
boam ; from  whose  time  to  the 
captivity,  the  history  is  full  of  (infusion, 
treason,  and  murder.  Zechariah,  at  the 
end  of  six  months,  was  slain  publickly 
before  the  people,  by  Shallum,  who 
usurped  the  crown,  and  after  a reign  of 
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thirty  days,  was  killed  bjr  Menahem.y  his 
general. 

Menahem  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Pekahiah,  who,  after  two  years  reign, 
was  murdered  in  his  own  palace  by 
Pekah,  one  of  his  generals : and  Pekak, 
after  having  seen  the  kingdom  overrun 
by  thie  Assyrians,  and  reduced  to  a state. 
Sefope  anarchy  and  confusion,  wos 
Christ  murdered  in  his  turn  by  Ifoshea  ; 

in  whose  time  the  government  of 
Israel  was  totally  destroy^. 


CHAP.  XXIX. 

' ■> 

THE  CAPTIVITY  OF  THE  ISRAELITES.- 

^ j"'HE  great  Creator  and  Father  of  all 
had  called  the  Hebrews,  as  a chosen 
generation  and  a peculiar  people,  and  had 
trained  them  up  by  many  wonderfvd 
methods  in  th^knowledge  of  himself  ;; 
not  only  thatlllney  might  preserve  a 
spirit  of  trmlijliety  and  religion  among 
themsel^ljij^ut  also  that  they  might  be 
the  happy  means  of  reforming  the  ide^ 
latry  and  ignorance  of  other  nations. 
Yet,  instead  of  complying  with  this  im^ 
portant  design  of  Providence,  they  de^ 
feated  it,  by  giving  way  to  the  super- 
stitious delusions  of  the  He£U;hen!S,  and 
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going  nstray  after  other  gods.  They 
set  up  images  and  worshipped  the  host 
of  Heaven,  and  sold  themselves  to  do 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  The  Al- 
mighty patiently  endured  their  ingrati- 
tude and  wickedness  for  a long  course 
of  ye^rs,  and  earnestly  invited  them  by 
several  sacred  messengers  to  repentance. 
He  also  often  afflicted  them  by  private 
calaniities  and  domestic  troubles,  a;s  well 
as  by  foreign  enemies,  in  order  to  bring 
them  to  a sense  of  their  impieties,  and 
a real  amendment  of  heart  and  life. 
But  at  last,  when  they  were  hardened 
in  sin  and  idolatry,  and  grew  worse  and 
worse,  he  resolved  to  execute  the  heavy 
judgments  which  had  been  denounced 
against  them,  to  destroy  their  kingdom, 
and  scatter  them  among  all  people. 

Accordingly,  in  the  reign  of  Hoshea, 
the  king  of  .Assyria  invaded  the  country, 
took  Samaria  hy  storm  after  a siege  of 
three  years,  and  quite  ij^troyed  it.  He 
shut  up  Hffshea  in  prilpL  and  having 
carried  the  people  away  «^ive,  settled 
them  in  different  parts  of  Assyria  and 
Media.  He  also  transplanted  a great 
number  of  his  own  subjects  into  Samaria, 
and  the  country  round  about,  that  they 
might  enjoy  the  land  of  the  Israelites, 
and  keep  the  rest  of  the  people  in  sub- 
jection. Thus  this  kingdom,  aftet  it 
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had  continued  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  years,  was  destroyed,  and  the.peo- 
ple  scattered,  according  to  what  the 
prophet  Hoshea  had  foretold ; God  shall 
cast  them  away^  because  they  did  not  heark- 
en unto  Him  ; and  they  shall  be  loan-r 
derers  among  the  nations. 


CHAP.  XXX. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  JUDAH. 

Ji^EHOBOAMy  upon  the  revolt  of  the 
ten  tribes,  raised  a large  army,  in 
order  to  reduce  them  to  obedience  ; but 
was  prevented  from  marching  against 
them  by  the  prophet  Shemaiah,  who  in- 
formed him  that  the  division  -of  the 
kingdom  took  place  by  divine  appoint- 
ment. He  soon  forsook  the  true  wor- 
sliip  of  God,  and  gave  himself  up  to 
idolatry  and  wqkedness,  in  which  he 
^va.s  too  readil^bllowed  by  subjects. 
Therefore  qjm  sent  again^,  them  the 
Egyptians,  who  entered  Jerusalem,  and 
spoiled  the  temple  and  the  palace  of 
their  treasures.  He  left  the  state  much 
dimished  to  his  son  Abijah,  who  gained 
a comjilete  victory  over  Jerohoain,  and 
recovered  many  cities  and  .strong  places 
from  the  Israelites  ; vet  he  loaiked  in  the 
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sins  of  his  father,  and  his  heart  teas  not 
perfect  with  the  Lord. 

Bffpre  • son,  wIk)  succeedcA 

Christ  him,  employed  the  first  years  of, 
his  reign  in  rooting  out  idolatry.,  _ 
and  reforming  his  kingdom  : he  destroy- 
ed the  grovos  and  images,  adorned  the 
tempJfi,  U'it.h  vessels  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  trained  up  his  subjects  in  the  art  of 
war.  His  piety  was  crowned  with  a 
signal  victory  over  the  Ethiopians : but 
afterwards,  being  engaged  in  war  with 
Baasha,  \\e  shewed  a distrust  of  the  di- 
vine power  and  goodness,  purchasing 
the  assistance  of  the  king  of  Syria  ; and 
growing  peevish  and  impatient  under  a 
severe  distemper  in  his  feet,  he  cast  a 
prophet  into  prison,  who  was  sent  to  re- 
prove him  for  his  error. 

Before  Jchoshapkat,  the  next  king,  be- 
christ  gan  his  reign  with  the  utter  de- 
struGtion  of  kloiatrv ; and  sent 
priests  through  the  kingdom  to  instrtict 
the  people  ift  their  dutjr ; ^ that  he  was 
beloved  by'^iis  subjects,  honoured 
by  the  neighbouring  nations.  But  he 
was  guilty  of  a great  error  in  marrying 
his  son  Jehoram  to.  Atkaliah,  the  daughter 
of  Ahab,  ' the  idoIa,trous  king  of  Israel, 
and  in  making  an  alliance  tvith  him 
against  the  king  of  Syria.  He  endea- 
voured however  to  repair  his  fault  by  a 
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more  fervent  zeal  for  divine  worship, 
and  a stricter  administration  of  justice. 
Therefore  when  th6  Ammonites  and 
Moabites  invaded  his  dominions,  the 
Lord  spread  a terror  among  them  ; so 
that  mistaking  one  another  for  enemies^ 
tliey  carried  on  a mutual  slaughter,  till 
the  whole  army  was  destroyed : after 
which  Jekoskaphat  ended  his  days  in 
peace. 

Before  Jehoram,  liis  son,  as  soon  as  he 
Christ  had  got  the  crown,  in  order  to  se-r 
' cure  it,  murdered  all  his  brothers  ; 
and  being  influenced  by  his  wicked 
queen,  established  the  worship  of  Baal 
through  his  kingdom.  The  displeasure 
of  the  Almighty  was  manifest  in  the 
revolt  of  the  Edomites  j and  again  in  an 
invasion  by  the  Philistmes  and  Ammonites, 
who  ravaged  his  couritry  and  plundered 
Jerusalem.  After  which  calamity,  he 
was  attacked  by  a grievous  disease  in 
the  bowels,  and  died  in  a miserable 
manner, 

Ahaziah,  his  son,  entered  into  a strict 
friendship  with  Jehoram,  \dxig,  of  Israel, 
and  was  involved  in  the  same  judgment 
with  him  ; for  Jehu  slew  them  both ; at 
the  same  time.  Upon  his  death,  hi^ 
mother  Athaliah  usurped  the  throne  ; 
and,  that  she  might  possess  it  witliOuft 
opposition,  endeaTOured  to  destroy  all 
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his  chftdren.  But  Jehoash,  an  infant, 
was  secretly  conveyed  away  by  the  wife 
of  Jehoiada  the  high  priest  j and  after 
seven  years  Athaliah,  who  had  filled  the 
kingdom  with  murders  and  impieties, 
was  slain,  and  the  young  prince  placetf 
upon  the  throne.  His  reign  was  flou- 
rishing and  happj^,  while  he  was  guided 
hy  Jehoiada:  idolatry  was  banished,  and 
true  religion  was  restored  : but  upon  the 
death  of  that  good  and  prudent  coun- 
sellor, he  gave  way  to  the  insinuating 
jtersuasions  of  bad  men,  and  revived  the 
worship  of  idols.  His  guilt  was  soon 
followed  with  punishment : he  was  con- 
quered by  the  Syrians,  vexed  with  sore 
disases;  and  at  last  treacherously  slain 
by  his  own  servants. 

Before  Amaziuh,  having  his  father’s  ex- 
Christ  ample  and  fate  before  his  eyes, 
began  his  reign  with  piety  j but 
did  not  long  continue  in  the  fear  and 
favour  of  God.  A glorious  victory 
vrhich  he  obtained  over  t|iie  Edomites-, 
swelled  his  heart  with  pride  5 and'  so 
gteat  was  his  infatuation,  that  he  for- 
sook God,  the  author  of  his  success,  and 
|>aid  adoration,  to  the  idols  of  Edom, 
which  coidd  not  deliver  their  oivn  worshifH 
pefs  out  of  his  hand.  He  was  afterwards 
defeated  by  the  king  of  Israels  and  at 
last  killed  by  his  Own  subjects. 
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Uzziah,  who  is  also  called  4zariahf 
being  seated  on.  the  throne,  conducted 
himself  with  great  wisdom  and  good- 
ness, and  was  blessed  with  success- 
against  the  neigljbouring  nations..  ITe 
repaired  and  fortified  and  in- 

vented many  instruments  and  enginea 
of  war.  He  was  also  a great  lover  of 
husbandry,  planting  vines,,  and  feeding 
many  cattle.  ’ But  his  success  proved 
his  ruin  ; prosperity  corrupted  his  heart ; 
elated  with  pr'ule,  he  usurped  tlie  priest’s 
office;  and  offered*  to  burn  incense  : but 
in  the  atteinjit  was  suddenly  stricken 
with  leprosy;  upon  -which  ho  retired  to 
a private  liouse,  where  lie  continued! 
under  the  infection  to  the  day  of  his. 
death. 

Uzziah  was  rendered  incapa- 
ciuift,  hie  of  couducfiijg  public  affairs, 
*’  ■ JotliiWiy.  his  son,  took  the  govern- 
ment into  his  hands ; he  inherited  his 
father’s-  virtues  without  his  vices : he 


■yvas  religious  towards  God,  and  righte- 
ous towards  man.  He  died  in  peace  5. 
and  ivas  succeeded  hy  his  wicked  sou 
.^//«^-,  \vlio  re-cstabiished  idolatry  and 
after  tlie  aboniiuati-on  of  the  heathen,. 
sat'rlficed' in  thc  val'ty  of  ihe  sous  of  Hin~- 
nom,  and  made,  his  childreir pass  throu^h,^ 
theJireto-Moioch.  Bczbi,  King  of  *S:/;',vr, , 
and  Pekah\  king  of  Israel,  attacked  his-* 
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kingdoill  in  different  parts,  and  carried 
away  many  captives  and  rich  spoils. 
In  his  distress,  he  trespassed  yet  more 
against  the  Lxn'd ; he  evai  shut  up  the 
doors  of  the  temple,  and  entirely  sup- 
pressed the  worship  of  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing ; and  went  on  in  a course  of  shock- 
ing profaneness,  till  he  finished  his  in- 
glorious reign  in  the  thii'ty-sixth  year  of 
his  age.  . . 

Before  Hezekiah, . his  son,  having  ob- 
christ  serv'ed  the  distresses  of  his  country, 
and  considered  the  source  of  them, 
endeavoured  to  apply  a proper  remedy. 
He  opened  the  temple,  and  restored  di- 
vii\e  worship,  according  to  the  law  of 
Moses.  He  broke  the  images,  cut  down 
the  gropes,  and  cleansed  the  city  and 
the  land  from  the  pollution  of  idols. 
After  several  years  of  peace  and  prospe- 
rity, he  was  seized  with  a severe  illness, 
and  forewarned  by  the  prophet  Isaiah  to 
prepare  for  death,  as  it  was  beywKl  the 
power  of  human  art  to  recover  him. 
The  king,  being  anxious  for  his  country, 
vv^hich  the  Assijrians  were  now  invading, 
as  well  as  from  a natural  aversion  to 
death,  entreated  for  a longer  life ; and 
his  fervent  prayers  were  such  powerful 
advocates  with  the  Father  of  mercies, 
that  Isaiah  was  sent  to  assure  him,  that 
fifteen  years  should  be  added  to  his  life. 
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and  that  hi&  kh^dtmi  sh(>tiid  be  deliver- 
^ from  the  TheiLord  also, 

to  convince  him  of  the  truth  of  this  pro- 
phecy, -caused  the  sun  (or  at  least  the 
rays  of  it)  to  go'  ^back  ten  degrees  upon 
a sundial  in  the  palace.  Sennacherib,  -the 
king  of  Assyriah,  \\&A  already  made  a- 
rapid  conquest  of  the  land  of  Judah ; 
and  as  he  drew  near  to  Jerusalem,  he  sent 
an  infaPious  blasphemous  letter  to  the 
king.  ’ Hezekiah  prepared  for  a vigorous 
defence ; but  at  the  same  time  relied 
wholly  upon  the  divine  assistance.  He 
therefore  spread  the  letter  before  the 
Lord,  and  earnestly  implored  him  to 
vindicate’ his  honour,  and  rescue  him 
and  his  people  from  the  impending  ruin. 
God  heard'  his  prayer ; and  while  the 
proud  and  haughty  conqueror  was  in- 
tending to  storm  the  city,  and  already 
■thought  himself  master  of  it,  in  that 
very  night  the  ahgtl  of  the  lArd  smote  in 
the  camp  of  the  Assyrians  an  hundred 
fourscore  and  five  thousand.  Thus 

the.  time  of  extremity  was  the  time  .of 
mercy ; and  when  all  things  were  des- 
perate, the  Jjord  saved  Hezekiah  ; for  he 
trusted  in  the  Lot'd  God  of  Jsrael,  and 
clave  unto  him ; and  indeed,  whosoever 
putteth  his  trust  in  the  Lord,  shall  nevef 
be  confounded, 


IIG  Hbtcfy  of  the  Kings  of  Juifafg 

\ 

ncfere  Tlezekiah  died  iii  peace,  univer- 
cfarist  sally  lamented,  and  wasf  succe^ed 
by  Ids  son  . yvho  was  as 

zealous  to  restore  idolatry  as  his  father 
had  been  to  desti  oy  it ; he  abandoned 
himself  to  every  kind  of  w^ickedness  and 
cruelty,  and  fdled  the  city  with  the  blood 
of  the  priests  and  prophets  of  the  Lord 
but  w as  stopped  in  his  mad  career  by 
the  Assyrians,  wlio  carried  him  in  chains 
to  Babylon,  In  his  affliction,  howe- 

ver, he  humbled  Jiimsdf  greatlij  before  the' 
God  of  his  fathers,  who.  therefore  mer- 
cifully restored  him  to  his  liberty,  and 
to  his  throne.  Then  Manassek  knexo  that 
the  Lord  znas  God.  lie  afterwards  en- 
joyed a long  and  prosperous  reign,  and 
shewed  his  pendence  and  gratitude  in  a 
holy  and  religious  life, 
before  ■■dmon,  upon  succeeding  to  the 
Christ  throne,,  took  the  former  part  of  his 
father’s  reign  for  his  examyjle,  and 
did  that  zahich  zoas  evil  in  the  sight  of  the,- 
Lcrd.  The  repentance  and  piety  ot 
Manasseh  yceve  forgotten,  and  the  king- 
dom was  soon  over-run  with  idolatry 
and  sin.  After  two  years  h.e  w:as  killed 
by  his  servants,  and  the  crown  descend- 
ed. to  his  son,  the  pious  Josiah. ; W’ho 
brought  about  a total  reformation.  He 
‘demolished  all  the  idols,  and  pai-ticularr 
ly  the  altar  at  Bethel,  as  it  had  beea 
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foretold.  He  repaired  the  temple,  re- 
stoi'ed  the  regulat  worship  of  God,  and 
caused  the  book  of  the  law  to.  be  read 
and  explained  by  the  priests  publickly 
and  distinctly  to  the  people.  He  died 
of  a wound  which  he  received  in  a bat- 
tle with  the  Egyptians  ; and  his  youngest 
son  Jehoahaz  was  made  king  by  the  peo- 
ple : but  he  was  soon  dethroned  by  the 
king  of  Egypt,  who  gave  the  crown  to 
Eliakim  his  eldest  brother,  land  changed 
his  name  to  Jehoiakim. 

Before  Jehouildm,  who  w'us  deaf  to  the 
Christ  reproof  and  denunciations  of  the 
prophet  Jeremiah,  was  soon  oblig- 
ed to  become  tributary  to  Nebuchadnez- 
scar,  king  of  Babylon  ; v/ho  carried  Da^ 
niel  and  a great  number  of  the  Je^vs  into 
captivity.  Afterwards,  upon  a refusal 
of  payment,  he  took  Jerusalem,  slew  the 
king,  and  gave  the  crown  to  his  son  Je- 
hoiachin.  But  that  powerful  monarchy 
who  was  the  instrument ’of  divine  ven- 
geance against  the  Jews,  soon  returned, 
stripped  the  temple  and  the  city  of  their 
treasures,  and  carried  the  king  and 
many  thouseimi  captives  to  Bahybn, 
%edekiah,  wac\e  to  . J^ioiachiHi  was 
then  appointed  king  by  him,  and  con- 
tinued fUithful  to  him  for  some  years;* 
but  at  length  being  deceived  by  falser 
prophets,  and  disregarding  the  advice 
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ef /(?Hew*roA,  ^vho  recommended  pati- 
ence, sobmissive  tmst  in  Gndj  he 
tefeelled  ^g&ixist  Nebuchadnezmr,  and 
brought  destmetion  upon  himfe^  and 
his  cotilitry. 
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CAtTl'^lTY  OfF  TilE  TWO  TRIBE8, 

'nPHE  history  of  the  Jezm  is  the  his- 
^ tory  of  Divine  Providence,  con- 
taining many  wonderful  proofs  of  God’s 
superintending  all  public  events,  a'nd 
directing  them  uniformly  according  to 
die  rules  of  ^justice  and  righteousness. 
While  they  fcherished  piety  and  virtue, 
they  flourished  and  dwelt  safely  j they 
were  successful  in  war,  and  rich  and 
happy  in  peace : and  when,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  departed  from  the  command- 
ments of  the  (Lord,  and  did  that  which 
was  evil  in  his  sight,  the  Almighty 
either  sent  a femine,  or  drought,  or  pes- 
#fehce,  ot  stirred  up  4he  neighbouring 
nation's  agaihst  them,  for  the  punidi- 
iSietlt  fif  their  guilty  and  the  reformation 
of  their  lives.  ■ ^ But  fiurdness  of  heart  was 
the  prevailing  character  of  the  ■> 
they  Were  remarfeable  for  a strong  incli- 
nation to  ‘wOfsiiip- Jddls  iand  to  tv5®rfe 
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wickedness ; neither  the  dhFerent  chas- 
tisements inflicted  upon  them,  nor  the 
instructions  and  examples  of  the  prO'- 
phets,  nor  the  dreadful  judgments  clear- 
ly and  repeatedly  denounced  against 
them,  nor  even  the  recent  destniotion 
of  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  were  able  to 
root  it  out:  andi  at  length  tlrey  hecame 
so  wicipd,  so  corrupt,  and  so  idolatrous, 
tliat  the  Lord  said,  I will  remove  Judah 
also  out  of  my  sight,  as- I have  removed 
Israel,  and  will  cast  of  this  city  of  Jeru- 
salem, tvhich  I have  chosen',  mid  the  house 
of  tvhich  I said,  my  name  shall'  be  there-. 
Accordingly,  in  tiiC'  reign  of  • 
king  of  Judah,  that  kingdom  also  was 
over-run  by  the  Assyrians,  who  plun- 
dered the  sacred  temple  of  the  great 
Godj'  set  to  that  and  the  city,,  and 
carried  away  the  king  and  people  to 
Babylon. 

May  we  learn  in  all  events, 
both  pi^lic  and  private,  to  consider 
God  as  present  and  directing  all  things  ! 
May  we  fix  our  view  upon,  him  in  all 
our  designs  and  all  our  works,  in  every 
circumstance  of  life,  - and  every  action 
of  the  day  ! And  as  the  declining  state 
of  practical  godliness  amongst  us,  and* 
the  prevailing  corruption  and  dissolute-* 
ness  of  manners  clearly  shew,  that  the 
measure  of  our  iniquity,  as  a natiojg  is 
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filling  up  very  fast ; and  that  we  have 
reason  to  expect  some  grievous  punish- 
ment, may  we  turn  unto  the  Lord,  now 
while  he  holds  back  his  hand  from  judg- 
ment, and  gives  us  space  to  repent  1 
May  we  apply  ourselves  heartily  to  re- 
form our  own  temper  and  conduct,  and 
study  to ' promote  the  practice  of  piety 
and  virtue  amongst  others,  that  we  may 
draw  down  from  Heaven  the  blessings 
of  prosperity  and  peace  upon  our  neigh- 
bours as  ivell  as  ourselves ; for  (as  we 
have  seen  in  the  history  of  the  Jews) 
Righteousness  exeilteth  a nation,  but  sin  is 
the  reproach  and  ruin  of  -c  people. 
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^ SHADRACH,  MESHACH,  AVD  ABEDNEGO. 

The  prophet  Daniel  had  been  car- 
ried away  with  some  friends, 
among  whom  were  Shadrach,  Meshach, 
and  Abedjtego,  into  ca])tivity  to  Babylon  ; 
where,  after  some  time,  having  disco- 
vered to  the  king,  by  the  assistance  of 
God,  his  dream  and  the  interpretation 
of  it,  which  the  wise  men  of  the  king- 
' dom  were  incapaWe  of  doing,  he  was 
made  governor  of  the  whole  province,, 
anddiis  friends  were  advaneed  to  places 


and  Ahednego.  121 

of  chief  dignity  and  trust.  The  great 
men,  however,  whose  hearts  were  set 
upon  tliose  high  offices,  observed  them 
with  a jealous  eye,  and  industriously 
sought  an  occasion  of  bringing  about 
their  ruin : therefore  when  these  friends, 
out  of  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God,  re- 
fused to  pay  adoration  to  a golden  image 
which  the  king  had  commanded  all  men 
to  worship,  threatening  that  they,  who 
did  not  comply,  should  be  cast  into  a 
burning  furnace  \ they  were  accused  of 
the  violation  of  the  royal  law,  and  con- 
demned to  undergo  that  severe  punish- 
ment. But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came 
dow7i;  and  made  the  furnace  as  it  had  been 
a moist  whistling  wind,  so  that  the  fire 
touched  them  not  at  all.  Upon  which  the 
king  cried  out  with  amazement  and  joy. 
Blessed  be  the  God  of  Shadrach,  Meshach, 
and  Abednego,  who  hath  sent  his  angels ^ 
and  delivered  his  servants,  who  trusted  in 
him. 

The  Lord  watcheth  over  the 
righteous  : no  powder  can  deprive  them 
of  bis  protection ; in  the  most  distres- 
sing circumstances,  he  is  able  to  deliver 
them  : and  though  he  suffer  the  malice 
of  their  enemies  to  prevail  even  unto 
death,  yet  still  they  are  safe  ; his  favour 
reacheth  beyond  the  grave  ; his  loving- 
kindness  is  better  than  life  itself . While  I 
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live,  therefore,  I will  not  remove  mine  in- 
tegrity from  me  s but  will  commit  myself 
unto  the  Lord  in  zcell-doing,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  those  pious  heroes : O Nebii- 
chad)iezzar,  our  God  lohom  we  serve,  u 
able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery 
furnace ; and,  we  trust,  will  deliver  us 
out  of  thy  hand.  But,  if  not,  be  it  known 
unto  thee,  O king,  we  ivill  not  serve  thy 
gods,  nor  worship  the  golden  image  which 
thou  hast  set  up. 


CHAP.  XXXIII. 

THE  PERSECUTION  AND  DELIVERANCE 
OF  DANIEL. 

^efor  A FTER  several  years,  the  city 
Christ  of  Babylon  was  taken,  and  the 

government  totally  destroyed  by 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  according  to 
the  express  denunciations  of  Daniel  .and  • 
other  prophets.  Upon  which  Darius 
(called  also  Cyaxares)  uncle  of  Cyrus  the 
great,  and  confederate  with  him  in  the 
war,  united  the  kingdom  of  Babylon  to 
that  of  Media;  and  having  divided  all 
his  dominions  into  one  hundred  and 
twenty  provinces,  appointed  Daniel  the 
first  president  of  the  whole-  empire ; to 
which  high  ofiice  his  experience  and 
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wisdom  justly  entitled  him.  This  exal- 
tation of  Daniel  gave  great  offence  to 
the  princes  and  nobles ; they  were  en- 
vious of  his  superior  merit  as  well  as  his 
superior  dignity,  and  resolved  to  eni* 
brace  the  first  opportunity  of  impeach- 
ing his  conduct,  and  depriving  him  of 
his  honours.  In  vain,  however,  did  they 
keep  a strict  eye  upon  his  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs  y for  he  directed 
all  things  with  such  prudence  and  inte- 
grity, as  precluded  all  accusation  or  re- 
proach ; there  loae  no  error  or  fault  found 
in  him.  At  length,  by  a wicked  con- 
trivance, they  turned  even  his  piety  and 
devotioninto  an  instrument  of  their  ma- 
lice ; for  they  procured  an  edict  from 
the  king,  forbidding  all  persons  to  offer 
any  prayers  to  God  or  man,  except  to- 
the  king,  for  thirty  days,  under  the  pe- 
fialty  of  being  cast  into  the  den  of  lions. 
Daniel  was  not  terrified  by  the  danger 
that  threatened  him,  into  any  mean 
dissimulation,  but  preferred  his  duty  to 
every  consideration  in  the  world ; and, 
supported  by  conscious  innocence  and 
a steady  trust  in  the  divine  power  and 
goodness,  he  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three 
times  a dap,  and  prayfi,  and  gave  thanks 
before  his  God,  as  he  had  done' af ore-time. 

Fear  not  them  who  kill  the  body,  and 
after  that  have  no  more  that  they  can  do : 

M2,  ; 
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but  fear  him,  toko,  after  he  hath  killea', 
hath  power  to  cast  into  helL 

The  enemies  oi  Daniel  immediately 
accused  him  of  having  transgressed  the 
royal  decree,  and  urged  the  execution  of 
the  sentence  with  so  much  earnestness, 
that  the  king,  though  with  great  reluct- 
ance, gave  way  to  their  importunity, 
and  commanded  him  to  be  cast  into  the 
den  of  lions.  But  God  sent  an  angeh 
and  stopped  the  lions  mouths,  that  thep 
should  not  hurt  him,  because  innocence  was 
found  in  him,  and  becaiLse  he  believed  in 
his  God.  And  when  the  king,  who  re- 
turned to  the  den  the  next  morning 
with  the  utmost  anxiety,  found  that  the 
Almighty  had  preserved  his  faithful  ser- 
vant, he  caused  him  to  be  taken  out, 
and  his  wicked  accusers  to  be  thrown 
among  the  beasts  ; which,  though  they 
had  no  po\Nex  ovev  Daniel,  immediately 
killed  and  devoured  them.-  The 

Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which  he 
executeth ; the  wicked  are  snared  in  the 
work  of  their  oxen  hm'ids,  arid'  sunk  down 
in  the  pit  which  they  made. 

The  king,  astonished  at  the  goodness 
and  justice  of  Divine  Providence,  thus 
wonderfully  manifested,  published  a de- 
cree through  all  his  dominions,  com- 
manding men  to  acknowledge  and  reve- 
rence the  God  of  Daniel,- who  is  the  living 
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God,  and  stedfast  for  ever,  lid  deliver eth 
and  r-escueth,  and  he  worketh  signs  and 
zvonders  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  zvho  hath 
delivered  Daniel  from  the  pozver  of  the 
lions. 


CHAP.  XXXIV. 

THE  RETURN  OF  THE  CAPTIVES,  AND 
RESTORATION  OF  THE  TEMPLE. 

(JYRUS,  the  king  of  Persia  and  Bait/- 
Ion,  (who  succeeded  his  uncle)  had 
been  pointed  out  by  his  name,  in  the 
prophecy  of  Isaiah,  two  hundred  years 
before  his  birth  5 and  \vas  raised  by  the 
Almighty  to  deliver  his  people,  and  re- 
store them  to  the  land  of  their  fathers.. 
When  therefore  the  Jews  had  continued 
seventy  years  in  captivity,  which  was 
the  time  foretold  by  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah, Cyrus  published  a decree,  allow- 
ing them  to  return  to  Jerusalem,  and 
rebuild  the  city  and  temple.  Many 
thousand  captives  assembled  for  this 
purpose  j an^  being  arrived  at  Judea,, 
under  the  conduct  of  ^erubbabel,  ap- 
plied themselves  earnestly  to  the  desired 
work,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
temple  with  great  joy.  But  the  Sama- 
ritans (the  people  who  had  been  planted 
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in  the  cities  of  the  Israelites  upon  their 
captivity)  by  various  arts  obstructed  the 
undertaking,  so  that  the  building  went  - 
on  very  slowly,  till  the  decree  of  Cyrus 
was  revived  and  confirmed  by  Darius, 
and  the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah 
. stirred  up  the  people  with  promises  and 
threats  from  God  5 upon  which  they  re- 
newed the  work  with  uncommon  zeal 
and  vigour,  and  finished  it  with  great 
expedition. 

jjgfore  After  several  years  Ahasuerus 
Christ  (who  is  also  czWeA  Artaxerxes)  giwe 
ample  power  to  Ezra,  a man  of  a 
pious  and  good  temper,  and  deeply  skil- 
led in  the  knowledge  of  scripture,  to 
settle  the.  Jeioish  government,  and  re- 
store the  worship  of  God.  He  executed 
the  commission  with  fervent  piety-  and 
diligence,  and  in  a great  measure  re- 
formed and  regulated  the  affairs  both  of 
church  and  state.  He  also  collected 
the  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  exa- 
mined and  corrected  them,  and  placed 
them  in  proper  order  for  the  instruction 
of  the  people. 

Notwithstanding  the  zeal  and  dili- 
gence of  Ezra,  the  city  still  remained 
in  a ruinous  and  miserable  state  ; with- 
out gates  and  without  walls ; open  to 
tlie  invasion  as  well  as  subject  to  the 
reproaches  of  every  enemy.  Nehemiah, 
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cup-bearer  to  Ahasiierus,  being  informed 
of  tliis  dismal  condition  of  the  holy  , city, 
was  so  affected  with  it,  that  he  earnest- 
ly entreated  the  king  for  permission  to 
go  thither  : the  king  readily  granted  his 
request,  and  gave  him  full  commission 
to  repair  and  fortify  the  city.  Upon 
his  arrival  at  Jerusalem,  he  underteok 
the  work  with  great  resolution,  and 
persevered  in  it  unweariedly,  till  it  was 
finished  and  completed.  He  obliged 
usurers  and  oppressors  to  restore  to 
every  man  his  right,  and  lived  in  a ge- 
nerous hospitable  manner,  giving  up 
the  lawful  salary  due  to  him  as  gover- 
nor, and  entertaining  a great  number 
every  day  at  bistable.  He  dissolved 
all  unlawful  marriages  among  the  Jews  ; 
and  required  them,  who  had  taken  wives 
from  other  nations,  to  put  them  away. 
He  restored  divine  w'orship  to^  a regular 
state,  and  caused  the  law  also  to  be 
read  and  expounded  to  the  people.  By 
these  means  he  brought  about  such  a 
reformation  in  their  minds,  that,  on  a 
day  appointed  for  a solemn  fast,  the 
princes,  priests,  and  Levites  made  a pub- 
lic acknowledgment  of  the  goodness  of 
God  and  their  own  wickedness,  and 
entered  into  a sacred  covenant  vvitirthe 
j^jMmighty,  to  which  they  set  tfieir  hands 
and  seals,  That  they  would  walk  in  his 
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law  and  obey  him  diligently  for  the 
future. 

Permit  me,  O Lord,  to  enter 
into  a solemn  engagement  with  thee, 
in  imitation  of  the’  Jews  under  Nehemiah, 
that  1 may  consider  myself  as  one  of 
thy  covenant  children,  and  look  up  un- 
to thee  as  my  father  and  my  God.  I 
was  graciously  admitted  into  covenant 
with  thee  at  my  Baptism  ; and  I desire 
now  to  renew  it  with  full  understanding 
and  consent  of  mind.  I make  a willing 
surrender  of  myself  to  thy  service ; and 
as  it  is  hearty  and  sincere,  O may  it  be 
entire  and  perpetual  ! Let  every  sin  be 
avoided  by  me  ; let  every  wish  which  is 
inconsistent  with  thy  will,  be  subdued 
and  rooted  out,  and  let  me  be  w holly 
thine  for  ever.  Amen. 
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CHAP.  XXXV. 

THE  BOOK  OF  ESTHER. 

j/^HASUERUS  had  raised  Haman,  his 
chief  favourite,  to  the  highest  ho- 
nours, and  commanded  the  people  to 
reverence  and  bow  the  knee  to  him. 
But  Alordecai,  a Jew,  and  servant  of  the 
king,,  apprehending,  perhaps,  that  the 
reverence  and  homage  requii'^ed  was 
more  than  ought  to  be  paid  to  man, 
disregarded  the  command,  and  took  no 
notice  of  him  as  he  passed.  This  ne- 
glect and  seeming  contempt  so  irritated 
the  proud  Haman,  that  he  determined 
to  destroy  not  ovAy ^Mordecai,  but  his 
whole  nation  too.  Haman  also,  very 
probably,  bore  some  resentment  against 
the /cw.y  i 11  general,  because  he  was  de- 
scended from  thd  Amalekites,  whose  na- 
tion had  been  destroyed  by  the  Israelites. 
Influenced  by  these  motives,  he  repre- 
sented them  to  the  king,  as  a wicked 
and  obstinate,  a seditious  and  rebellious 
people  j and  prevailed  upon  him  to  sign 
a decree  for  the  destruction  of  all  the 
Jews,  men,  women,  and  children  through- 
out his  empire.  ' ' 

This  bloody  decree  spread  terror  and 
grief  among  the  Jews,  who  immediately 
with  weeping  and  fasting  prayed  for  de- 
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liverance  to  Him,  who  had  so  often  for- 
given their  sins,'  and  rescued  them  from 
imminent  danger.  The  God  who  hear- 
eth  prayer  had  compassion  on  them, 
and  turned  the  wicked  designs  of  Hu- 
man to  his  own  ruin : For  the  king  being 
one  night  restless  and  incapable  of  sleep, 
ordered  his  attendant  to  read  to  him  the 
records  of  his  reign  t and  being  thereby 
reminded  of  the  great  merit  of  Morde- 
cai,  who  had  saved  his  life  from  conspi- 
rators, and  yet  had  not  been  rewarded, 
he  called  Human,  and  asked  him,  what 
honour  should  be  done  unto  the  man 
■ whom  he  greatly  loved  ? Human,  pre- 
suming that  he  alone  was  beloved  by 
the  king,  gave  such  advice  as  suited  his 
own  ambition.  Upon  which  the  king 
commanded  that  Mordecai  should  be 
arrayed  with  the  royal  robe,  and  ride 
through  the  city  in  triumph  s and  that 
Human  should  lead  the  horse,  and  pro- 
claim before  him,  Thus  shall  it  be  done 
to  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to 
honovT. 

Afterwards  Esther  the  queen,  who 
was  a Jewess,  took  an  opportunity  to  in- 
form the  king  of  the  ambition  and  cru- 
elty of  Human,  and  intreated  for  the 
lives  of  herself  and  her  people ; and  the 
king  be  fully  satisfied  of  the  guilt  of  his 
favourite,  ordered  that  he  should  be 
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hanged  upon  a high  gallows,  which 
Haman  himself  had  a little  before  erect- 
ed, intending  to  hang  Mordecai  on  it 
Mordecai  on  the  contrary  was  raised  to 
great  honour  and  power;  and  an  edict 
immediately  published  through  the  king-" 
dom  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  who  appoint- 
ed two  days  to  be  observed  yearly  for 
ever,  as  days  of  rejoicing,  in  thankful 
remembrance  of  this  providential  escape 
front  destruction.  Thus  Haman 

ate  of  the  fruit  of  his  own  way,  and  was 
filed  with  his  oivn  devices. -^God  disap- 
pointeth  the  devices  of  the  crafty  ; He  put- 
teth  down  the  mighty  from  their  seat,  dnd 
scattereth  the  proud  in  the.  imagination  of 
their  hearts. 

CHAP.  XXXVI, 

THE  BOOK  OF  JOB. 

JOB  lived  in  the  eastern  land  of  Uz, 
and  seems  to  have  been  a person  of 
exalted  rank  : his  substance  and  posses- 
sions were  very  great : he  had  also  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters ; but  he  was 
more  distinguished  and  honoured  for  hjs 
piety  and  benevolence ; for  he  feared  God 
' and  eschewed  evil.  Satan  is  represented 
as  suspecting  the  sincerity  of  tins  good 
man,  and  alledging  that  if  he  was  de- 
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prived  his  fortune  and  health,  his  tem- 
per and  conduct  would  change  with  his 
circumstances.  Permission  therefore  was 
granted  by  the  Almighty  for  the  trial  of 
his  integrity,  and  accordingly  afflictions 
were  heaped  upon  his  head  : he  became 
as  remarkable- for  calamity,  as.  he  had 
been  for  prosperity  : his  oxen  and  caitiels 
were  taken  away  by  robbers  j his  sheep 
Vv'ere  consumed  by  lightning ; and  his 
children  overwhelmed  by  a house  blown 
down  by  a whirlwind.  He  was  after- 
wards seized  with  a violent  distemper, 
which  overspread  his  body  with  sore 
biles,  from  the  sole  of  his  foot  unto  the 
crown  of  his  head ; and  his  wife,  who 
ought  to  have  taken, a share  in  his  dis- 
tress, and  lessened  the  weight  of  it  by 
all  the  kind  offices  in  her  power,  raslily 
advised  him  to  murmur  against  the  di- 
vine justice,  and  to  provoke  God  to  de- 
stroy him,  ■ 

His  friends  concluded,  from  his  un- 
common calamities,  that  he  was  a great 
sinner  and  hypocrite ; and  argued  with 
him,  that  God  is  strictly  just,  rewarding 
virtue  and  punishing  vice ; and  that 
therefore  he  must  either  confess  his  ovvn 
guilt,  or  charge  God  with  unrighteous- 
ness. • Job,  in  his  answer,  acknowledges 
indeed,  that  he  was  not  infallible,  and 
free  from  common  failings,  and  that  con- 
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sequently  he  ought  to  be  humble  and 
subinissive  under  the  hand  of  GOd : but 
insists,  that  he  was  honest  and  sincere 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  ap- 
peals, in  vindication  of  it,  from  the  false 
judgment  of  men  to  the  unerring  judg- 
ment of  God.  He  asserts,  that  there  is 
little,  or  no  difference  between  the  good 
and  the  wicked  in  the  external  adminis- 
tration of  Providence  ; that  both  are 
liable  to  the  same  misfortunes,  and  often 
involved  in  one  common  ruin  ; which 
fully  proves  that  there  must  be  a future 
state,  in  which  the  righteous  who  suffer 
here  will  be  signally  rewarded.  / know 
that  my  Redeemer  liveth  ; and  though 
worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  shall  mine  eyes 
behold  God.  ■ 

At  length,  in  order  to  determine  the 
debate,  the  unerring  Judge  himself  is 
represented  as  interposing,  to  shew  how 
unable  men  are  to  explain  the  ways  and 
designs  of  Heaven,  and  to  declare  in 
favour  of  Job,  against  the  opinion  of  his 
friends : Ye  have  not  spoken  of  me  the 
ttdng  that  is  right,  as  my  sei'vant  Job  hath. 
He  then  put  an  end  to  his  sufferings, 
blessed  him  with  a numerous  offspring, 
and  gave  him  twice  as  much  wealth  as  he 
had  before  ; so  that  the  latter  end  of  his 
life  was  more  prosperous  than  the  begin- 
ning of  it. 

N ' < 
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We  should  leani  from  this  ex- 
cellent book  not  to  judge  and  condemn 
others.,  because  they  are  poor,  or  sick, 
or  under  any  calamity.  Afflictions  are 
no  proof  of  a man’s  being  wicked  and 
forsaken  by  God.  Whom  the  Lord  bveth, 
he  chastened,  and  scourgeth  every  son  whom 
he  receiveth. — Christ,  though  pure  and 
spotless,  and  highly  beloved  of  Qod,  suf- 
fered and  died  upon  the  ci’oss. 

The  example  of  Job  teacheth  us 
to  employ  ourselves  and  our  wealth  in 
doing  good  to  others,  according  to  their 
various  necessities.  He  was  eyes  to  the 
blind,  and  feet  to  the  lame,  a father  to 
the  poor,  a refuge  to  the  stranger,  the 
defender  of  the  oppressed,  the  comforter 
of  the  widow,  and  the  protector  of  him 
that  had  none  to  help  him. — ^They,  who 
are  rich  in  this  world,  should  be  rich  in 
good  imrks,  ready  to  give,  glad  to  distri- 
bute. 

It  teaches  us  also  to  resign  ourselves 
patiently  to  our  afflictions,  and  to  bend 
our  wills  to  the  divine  will ; still  to  rely 
upon  God  with  full  trust  and  confidence, 
and  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  glorify  him 
in  all  that  is  brought  upon  us.  What,  says 
Job,  shall  zoe  receive  good  at  the  hand  of 
God,  and  shall  we  not  receive  evil  ? The 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away: 
Blessed  by  the  name  of  the  Lord. 


The  Psalms. 
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CHAP.  XXXVII. 


THE  psalms. 

HE  Psalms  have  been  valued  and 


esteemed  by  the  church  of  God  in ' 
all  ages,  as  an  excellent  -storehouse  of 
devotion  : they  are  composed  in  the  ge- 
nuine spirit  of  pioty,  and  so  very  beau- 
tiful and  affecting,  that  while  we  read 
them,  they  enlighten  our  minds  and 
warm  our  hearts,  and  we  catch  some 
degree  of  the  spirit  with  which  they  are 
written.  They  contain  also  such  an 
agreeable  and  extensive  variety  of  sub- 
jects, that  every  devout  person  niay  find 
passages  applicable  to  his  particular  cir- 
cumstances and  state  of  mind,  and  easily 
digest  them  under  proper  heads  for  his 
private  use. 

In  some  the  power,  wisdom,  and  good- 
ness of  God  in  the  works  of  creation  are 
elegantly  set  forth  ; as  in  the  8th,  19th, 
104th,  and  1 1 1th,  while  others  celebrate 
the  constant  administration  of  Provi- 
dence, and  record  several  wonderful 
events  in  the  establishment  cf  the  Jewish 
church  and  nation : as  the  S3d,  46th, 
48th,  78th,  106th,  107th,  and  I47th. — 
Some  declare  the  excellency  of  the  di- 
vine laws,  that  the  commandments  of 
God  are-  pure  and  righteous,  giving 
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ivisdom  to  the  simple,  and  conversion 
to  the  sinner : M'hile  others  shew  the 
solid  comfort  and  happiness  which  spring 
from  the  sincere  observance  of  them. 
Thy  testimonies  have  I taken  as  an  herit- 
age  for  ever : for  thex)  are  the  very  joy  of 
my  heart.  Such  are  the  1st,  15th,  19th, 
11 2th,  and  119th. 

Are  vou  oppressed  with  public  griev- 
ances, or  disquieted  with  private  calami- 
ties ? Ybu  are  there  furnished  wnth  the 
most  moving  addresses  to  the  Almighty 
for  relief  under  the  affliction : aird  while 
you  read  and  meditate,  will  experience 
that  the  Lord  is  a refuge  in  the  time^  of 
trouble  ; and  that  happy  is  he,  xvhose  hope 
is  in  the  Lord  his  God.  Read  the  13th, 
22d,  2Sd,  25th,  27th,  31st,  S7th,  86th, 
88th,  142d,  and  146th. 

Are  your  iniquities  like  a sore  burden, 
too  heavy  for  you  to  bear  ? and  are  you 
groaning  after  pai'don  and  peace  ? Look 
into  the  penitential  Psalms,  and  }'Ou  will 
say,  these  <5^nfessk)ns  and  these  eries  for 
mercv  are  mine : there  you  may  learn 
to  offer  up  the  sacrifice  of  a broken  and 
contrite  heart,' zohich  God  idll  not  despise. 
Such  are  the  6th,  32d,  38th,  51st,  and 
130th. 

Have  you  received  any  ])i]bltc  or  pri- 
vate blessings,  from  the  hand  of  God? 
and  would  you  return  the  acknowledg- 
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meats  due  to  your  divitie  benefactor? 
The  Psalms  are  full  of  thanksgivings  to 
the  Father  of  mercies ; every  page  will 
teach  you  to  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  stir  up  all  that  is  within 
you  to  adore  and  bless  his  glorious  name. 
Ilead  particularljT-  the  18th,  30th,  96th, 
98th,  100th,  103d,  116th,  118th,  and 
145th. 

Observe  the  fervency  of  miiul  and  the 
enlargement  of  heart,  the  desire  and 
delight,  with  which  David  offered  his 
prayerS'  and  praises  to  the  author  of 
every  good  gift.  He  rejoiced,  when  he 
went  up  to  the  house  of  God  j he  medi- 
tated in  the  divane  law  night  and  day ; 
it  was  sweeter  to  him  than  honey  and 
the  honeycomb  ; yet  he  had  but  an  im- 
perfect view  of  the  glorious  kingdom  of 
the  Messiah.  With  what  joy  and  rap- 
ture then  ought  we  to  come  before  the 
Lord,  who  are  brought  to  a clearer 
knowledge  and  freer  access  t]^  Jjre  throne- 
of  grace ; to  whom  the  treasures  of  di  - 
vine  goodness  have  been  clearly  reveal 
ed  ; who  have  received  the  spirit  of  adop- 
tion, and  the  full  promise  of  evei’lasting 
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CHAP.  XXXVIII. 

THE  BOOK  OF  PROVERBS. 

The  Book  of  Proverbs,  written  by 
Solomon^  is  a collection  of  wise  and 
moral  sayings  ] which,  though  not  con- 
nected in  the  way  of  a I’egular  discourse, 
but  put  together  without  order  ,or  me- 
thod, have  a general  design,  and  con- 
tain easy  and  instructive  rules  for  the 
direction  of  our  whole  behaviour.  They 
are  sufficient  to  give  zoisdom  to  the  sim- 
ple, to  the  yozing  man  knowledge  and  dis- 
cretion : and  being  adapted  to  the  weak- 
est understanding  and  capacity, . should 
be  put  early  into  the  hands  of  youth, 
and  recommended  to  their  attentive  pe- 
rusal. 

Solomon  remembers  with  gratitude  the 
good  instructions  given  him  by  David-, 
and  from  his  own  experience  advises 
others  to  hear  the.  instructions  of  their 
father,  and  not  to  forsake  the  law  of  their 
mother. — ^He  cautions  youth  against  the 
insinuating  arts  of  evil  company,  and 
warns  them  to  keep  at  a distance  from 
the  danger : son,  if  sinners  intice 

thee,  consent  thou  not.  Walk  not  in  the 
zvay  with  them  ; refrain  thy  foot  from  their 
path.  He  recommends  purity  and  chas- 
tity, by  shewing  fhe  desperate  state  of 


139 


The  Book  of  Proverbs. 

the  thoughtless  wretch,  who  giving  him- 
self up  to  the  pursuit  of  sensual  gratifi- 
cation, goeih  as  an  ox  to  the  slaughter,  and 
as  a fool  to  the  correction  of  the  stocks. — 
The  idle  and  indolent  have  a striking 
lesson  in  the  field  of  the  slothful,  which  zoas 
covered  with  thorns  and  nettles ; and  are 
sent  to  learn  industry  and  prudence  from 
irrational  creatures : Go  to  the  ant  thou 
sluggard,  consider  her  ways,  and  be  wise. 

The  doctrines  and  precepts  of  religi- 
ous virtue  are  described  as  far  exceeding 
in  value  those  things,  which  are  highly 
desired  among  men:  Wisdom  is  better 

than  rubies,  and  all  the  things  which  may 
be  desired  are  not  to  be  compared  with  it. 
Therefore  we  are  called  upon  to  make  it 
our  choice,  and  use  our  utmost  endea- 
vours to  attain  it.  Wisdom  is  the  princi- 
pal thing,  therefore  get  wisdom : and  with 
all  thy  getting,  get  understanding.  The 
study  and  practice  of  it  are  also  enforced 
by  the  peculiar  advantages  and  blessings 
which  attend  it ; Lengtii  of  days  is  in  her 
right  hand,  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and 
honour.  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasant- 
ness, and  all  her  paths  are  peace.  Whoso 
findeth  wisdom  findeth  life,  and  shall  ob- 
tain the  favour  of  the  Lord. 
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THE  BOOK  OF  ECCLESIASTES. 

HIS  instructive  book  is  supposed  to 


liave  been  written  by  Solomon,  in 
liis  old  age,  after  his  happy  recovery 
from  idoiatiy  and  sensuality ; as  a peni- 
tential confession  of  his  guilt,  and  a se- 
rious admonition  to  all  those  who  give 
themseh^es  up  to  the  extravagances  of 
sin  and  folly.  The  main  scope  and  de- 
sign of  it  is  to  teach  us,  that  the  hap- 
piness of  human  life  does  not  consist  in 
the  abundance  of  riches  or  the  splendor 
of  titles,  in  the  gratifications  of  tlie  vo- 
luptuous sensualist,  or  the  impious  jest 
and  jollity  of  the  profane.  He  strictly 
- forbids  the  indulgence  of  youthftil  vani- 
ties, stops  ll^  poor  giddy  creature,  xcho 
is  walking  in  the  tcay  of  his  Heart,  and  in 
the  sight  of  his  eyes,  w'ith  this  alarming 
address,  Knoio  thou,  that  for  all  these 
things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment  : 
and  calls  earnestly  to  those,  who  a.re 
just  entering  into  life,  to  devote  their 
early  bloom  to  the  service  of  God  : Re- 
member nozo  your  Creator  in  the  days  of 
your  youth ; and  do  not  defer  this  im- 
portant concern,  till  the  evil  days  comCy 
till  old  age  and  infirmities  overtake  you, 
and  death  and  judgment  are  ready  to 
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take  hold  of  you.  For  though  a sinner 
do  evil  an  hundred  times,  and  his  days  be 
prolonged,  yet  surely  fiod  toill  judge  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked  : I know  that  it 
shall  be  zcell  with' them  that  fear  God,  but 
it  shall  not  be  well  with  the  wicked. — 
t herefore  after  a serious  review  of  all 
his  labours  and  enjoyments,  he  sums  up 
his  opinion  in  that  affectionate  conclu- 
sion, Let  ns  hear  the  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter ; fear  God,  and  keep  his  com- 
mandments ; for  this  is  the  whole  duty, 
and  the  whole  happiness,  of  man. 

To  whom,  gracious  God,  can  I 
go  for  happiness,  but  to  thee  ? — 'Now, 
• therefore,  in  the  days  of  my  youth,  do  I 
surrender  myself  unto  thy  blessed  guid- 
ance and  direction.  I bid  an  eternal 
defiance  to  all  the  deceitful  pleasures  of 
sin  j and  resolve,  from  this  moipent,  to 
cherish  a lively  constant  remembrance 
of  my  Creator,  and  to  seek  for  satisfac- 
tion and  happiness  only  in  the  fear  and 
love,  the  knowdedge  and  obedience  of 
thee,  the  inexhaustible  source  of  joy, 
and  bountiful  author  of  all  good,  through 
the  mediation  of  thy  blessed  Son,  Jesus 
, Christ.  Anien. 
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CHAP.  XL. 

THE  PROPHETS. 

HE  Prophets  were  persons  inspired 


and  directed  by  the  supreme  Being, 
to  instruct  the  people  in  the  true  sense 
and  obligation  of  the  divine  law,  and  to 
enforce  the  practice  of  it  upon  their 
minds  5 and  also  to  foretel  events,  and 
make  such  discoveries  of  the  designs  of 
infinite  wisdom,  as  God  was  pleased  from 
time  to  time  to  communicate  to  them. 
Upon  some  particular  occasions  too, 
when  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  truth 
of  the  Prophets,  were  called  in  question, 
they. were  endued  with  a power  of  work- 
ing miracles ; which  are  certain  infalli- 
ble proofs  of  a divine  mission,  and  cany 
immediate  conviction  to  the  attentive 
mind. 

Upon  searching  their  sacred  records 
(for  some  of  them  committed  their  ad- 
monitions and  heavenly  messages  to 
writing,  for  the  benefit  of  succeeding 
ages)  we  find,  that  in  the  execution  of 
their  office,  they  were  not  influenced  by 
any  considerations  of  private  interest, 
but  exposed  themselves  to  poverty,  con- 
tempt, and  persecution.  Holy  and  un- 
blameable  in  their  own  manners,  they 
boldly  protested  against  the  flagrant  im- 


The  Prophets.  143 

moralities  of  the  people,  and  reproved 
even  kings  for  their  vices ; they  openly 
reproached  their  countrymen  for  their 
idolatry  and  wickedness,  taught  them 
the  plain  necessary  truths  of  religion 
and  virtue,  and  exhorted  them  by  gen- 
tle persuasions  and  terrible  denuncia- 
tions to  turn  from  their  evil  ways,  and  to 
do  justly,  bve  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with 
their  God. 

Some  of  these  predictions,  recorded 
in  the  Old  Testament,  related  to  parti- 
cular occasions  and  remarkable  incp 
dents  in  the  Jewish  'history ; they  were 
express  and  circumstantial ; they  were 
published  long  before  their  accomplish- 
ment ; and  pointed  out  events,  which 
no  human  wisdom  could  have  foreseen, 
and  which  indeed  were  contrary  to  the 
outward  appearance  of  things.  The 
exact  completion  of  their  prophecies 
therefore  proves'  undeniably that  such 
events  were  the  constant  objects  of  di- 
vine attention,  and  came  to  pass  by  the 
direction  of  an  invisible  agency. — It  not 
only  establishes  the  authority  and  mis- 
sion of  the  Prophets,  so  as  to  give  weight 
and  efficacy  to  their  doctrines ; but  also 
naturally  tends  to  raise  our  thoughts  and 
views  to  the  Creator,  to  cherish  a lively 
sense  of  his  universal  providence,  and  to 
• bring  man  to  an  entire  dependance  on 

/ _ 


144 


Hit  Prophets. 

his  power  and  goodness,  and  a sincere 
obedience  to  his  will.  events 

are  under  the  inspection  and  govern- 
ment of  God;  he  watches  over  us  in 
every  moment  and  every  circumstance 
of  life,  and  xjoorketh  all  things  according 
to  the  counsel  of  his  oicn  zcill. — May  this 
reflection  have  its  proper  effect  upon  the 
mind  ! God  reigneth,  and  all  is  well ; 
infinite  wisdom  and  righteousness  and 
goodne-ss  are  })resent,  and  preside  every 
where.  The  Lord  reigneth  ; let  the  hea- 
vens rejoice,  and  let  the  earth  be  glad. 

But  the  grand  idtimate  object  of  the 
y)rophetic  spirit  was  Jesus  Christ,  who 
Avas  designed  in  the  everlasting  counsel 
of  the  Father  to  be  the  Satiour  of  the 
world,  and  whom  therefore  he  gradually 
foretold  and  pointed  out  to  the  faith  and- 
hope  of  his  peo}>le.  Wlioever  carefully 
examines  the  Old  Testament  concern- 
ing this  matter,  will  easily  Jearn,  that 
one  and  the  same  design  is  regularly 
pursued ; and  that  there  is  a series  of 
remarkable  prophecies  delivered  by  dif- 
ferent persons, -and  at  different  times; 
which  vet  all  unite  and  meet  together 
in  Christ  as  their  proper  center.  Imme- 
diately upon  the  fall,  God  was  pleased 
to  give  our  iinhappy  parents  an  obscure 
intimation  of  the  great  Redeemer,  ivho 
teas  to  be  born  of  a icoman  and  bruise  the 
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serpents  bead.  His  gracious  design  was 
revealed. a little  farther  to  Abraham,  m 
the  gracious  promise,  that  in  his  seed 
should  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  bles- 
sed.—Then  more  distinctly  to  Moses  un- 
der the  rites  and  sacrifices  of  the  laWy 
which  were  shadows  and  figures  of  him 
who  was  to  come. — ^Afterwards  in  the  suc- 
cessive ages  of  the  church,  the  prophe- 
cies were  more  and  more  explicit ; and 
his  family,  and  the  time  of  his  appear- 
ance, were  described  and  distinctly 
marked  out,  that  when  he  actually 
came,  he  might  be  easily  known  and 
distinguished. 

Of  the  tzvelve  Prophets,  let  the  memo- 
rial be  blessed : let  their  bones  flourish 
again  out  of  their  place ; for  they  com- 
forted Jacob,  and  delivered  them  by  a cer- 
tain hope. 


CHAP.  XLI. 

TROM  THE  DEATH  OF  NEHEMIAH  TO 
THte  COMING  OF  CHRIST. 

FTER  the  death  of  ‘Nehemiah  tlie 


government  and  high  priesthood 
were  united  in  one  person ; but  this  cir- 
cumstance was  productive  of  many  am- 
bitious contests,  and  of  much  treachery 
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and  cruelty  even  among  the  nearest  re- 
lations. — i'he  people  quietly^  paid  tri- 
bute to  the  Persian  Monarch  for  many 
years ; at  length  Alexander  the  Greats 
who  commanded  the  Grecian- iovce^, 
having  overthrown  the  Persian  empire. 
Before  ugainst  Jerusalem ; but, 

Christ  being  aQected  with  the  solemn  pe- 
nitent  procession  of  the  high-priest 
and-  others,  he  took  them  under  his*  pro- 
tection, and  granted  them  several  pri- 
vileges. • 

Upon,  his  death,  Ptolemy,  king  of 
invaded  Judea : SLwdt,  being  in- 
formed that  the  Jkvs  were  so  superstiti- 
<>us,  as  not  to  fight,  or  even  defend  them- 
s.eves  on  their  sabbath,  he  entered  Jeyhi- 
salem  on  that  day,  took  possession  of  it, 
and  exacted  a yearly  tribute  from  them. 
Before  They  continued  in  subjection  to 
Christ  the  Egyptians,  till  Antiochus,  king 
e>i  'Fyria,  persuaded  them  to  sub- 
mit' to  him,  and  bestowed,  some  consi- 
derable privileges  upon  them.  Biif  his 
brother,.  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  who  suc- 
ceeded him,,  persecuted  them  with  the 
utmost  rigour,  in  order  to  compel  them 
to  lay  aside  their  divine  worship,  and 
olfer  sacrifice  unto  idols ; upon  which 
trying  occasion,  many,  in  defence  of 
their  religion,  cheerfully  underwent  the 
most  bitter  torments  and  cruel  deaths. 
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Before  Maccabous,  a famous  gene- 

ohnst  ral  and  good  man,  opposed  the 
.persecutors,  overthrew  the  forces 
of  Samaria  and  Syria,  subdued  several 
nations  round  Jerusalem,  and  revived  thp 
declining  power  and  glory  of  the  Vetev. 
The  affairs  of  the  nation  were  conduct- 
ed with  prosperity  under  several  suc- 
ceeding high-priests ; till  Hyrcaniis  and 
Aristobulus,  the  sons  of  J anna  as,  con- 
tending for  the  power,  applied  for  pro- 
tection to  Fompey,  who  had  reduced 
.Syria,  eovA  was  then  at  Dcnnascus : Pom- 
Before  vvcnt  immediately  to  Jerusalem, 
Christ  where  he  put  Aristobulus  m chains, 
and  appointed  Hyrcanus  high-priest 
and  prince  of  the  Jetos,  obliging  him  to 
pay  a yearly  tribute.  Afterwards  the 
Parthians,  having  conquered  Asia  the 
Before  Less  and  Syria,,  made  Hyrcanus 
Christ  prisoner,  and  settled  Antigonus,  the 
• son  of  upon  the  throne.' 

Upon  this  Herod,  who  wag  then  the  go- 
vernor of  Galilee,  fled  to  Bonier  where, 
by  bribery,  he  prevailed  upon  the  senate 
to  make  him  king  of  Judea  : and  under 
that  authority  he  P,toxmeA  Jerusalem,. 
and  took  possession  of  the  kingdom. 
He  governed  with  great  injustice  and 
inhumanity,  for  which  the  Jezvs  com- 
plained  of  him  to  Ajitofiy  the  Boman 
general  j but  his  presents  and  persua- 
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sions  rendered  all  their  accusations  in- 
effectual. He  afterwards  built  several 
cities ; and  in  order  to  ingratiate  him- 
self with  the  Jews,  pulled  down  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  erected  a new 
one  at  his  own  expence,  higher  and 
more  magnificent  than  the  former. 

During  this  period  of  the  Jewish 
history,  God  seems  to  have  almost  to- 
tally forsaken  the  Jews.  The  gift  of 
prophecy  was  withdrawn,  and  that  free 
communication  of  the  divine  will,  which 
had  been  the  glory  of  their  nation ; and 
their  state,  which  had  made  so  great  a 
figure  in  former  times,  was  become 
mean  and  contemptible,  the  prey  of 
every  tyrant  and  conqueror.  This  in- 
deed was  a just  punishment  for  their 
abounding  wickedness  and  corruption  of 
manners : but  thus  also  the  designs  of 
Providence  were  carried  on  ; for  by 
their  various  revolutions  and  dispersions, 
they  were  mixed  among  other  nations, 
and  spread  more  and  more  the  know- 
ledge of  their  religion  and  their  hopes  j 
so  that  there  prevailed  about  this  time  a 
general  and  earnest  expectation  of  him, 
who  was  to  be  a light  to  lighteii  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  the  salvation  of  God  unto  the 
ends  of  the  earth. 
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CHAP.  XLII. 

THE  PARTICULAR  STATE  OF  THE  JEWS 
AT  THE  COMING  OF  OUR  SAVIOUR. 

At  the  time  of  our  Saviour’s  coming 
into  the  world,  the  Jews  were  iu 
subjection  to  the  Roman  government. 
They  enjoyed  however  the  free  exercise 
' of  their  religion,  and  were  at  liberty  to 
follow  their  own  laws  and  customs. 
They  had  a high-priest,  and  a council 
or  senate;  could  imprison  offenders,  try 
them,  and  inflict  certain  punishments ; 
but  bad  not  the  power  of  life  and  death, 
for  the  govei'nors  or  kings,  appointed  by 
the  Romans,  were  the  supreme  Judges. 

Before  the  Babylonish  captivity,  they 
were  exceedingly  addicted  to  idolatry  ; 
but,  after  their  return,  corruption  and 
superstition  of  a different  natvire  pre- 
vailed over  them  ; they  became  zealous 
adherents  to  their  own  religion,  but  their 
attention  and  zeal  were  fixed,  not  on  the 
moral  and  essential,  but  on  the  ritual 
and  circumstantial  part  of  it ; and  they 
trusted  in  a punctual  observance  of  the 
- outward  ceremonies,  while  they  were 
deficient  in  true  holiness  of  heart  and 
life.  They  perverted  also  the  true  sense 
of  the  predictions  concerning  the  Mes- 
siah and  instead  of  spiritual  blessings 
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and  a spiritnal  salvation,  looked  for  a 
Redeemer,  who  should  free  them  from 
the  Boma?i  yoke,  and  bring  all  nations 
into  subjection  to  the  Jewish  state. 

This  was  the  g&neral  disposition  and 
temper  of  the  people ; but  as  there  were 
at  that^  time  several  sects  and  parties, 
and  persons  are  mentioned  in  the  New 
Testament  under  various  characters  and 
denominations,  it  may  be  proper  to  pre- 
fix a short  explanation  of  the  most  im- 
portant. 

The  Pharisees  were  so  called  from  a 
Hebrew  word  which  signifies  to  separate 
because  they  separated  themselves  from 
otlters,  by  stricter  rules  of  living  and  ex- 
traordinary pretences  to  piety ; by  which 
means  they  had  gained  a great  reputa- 
tion and  influence  among  the  people. 
They  held  the  tradition  of  the  elders  m as 
high  esteem  as  the  written  word  itself. 
I’hey  fasted,  and  prayed,  and  gave  alms 
in  public;  and  were  exceeding  consci-. 
entious  in  the  payment  of  tithes,  the 
Avashing  of  hands  and  cups,  and  the 
Jike;  while  they  devoured  widow's’ 
houses,  and  neglected  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law — -iustice,  fidelity, 
mercy,  and  the  love  of  God. 

The  Saddiicees  took  their  name  from 
Sadoc,  the  founder  of  the  sect ; they  w'ere 
great  opposers  of  the  Pharisees,  reject- 
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i ig,  all  traditions  j and  teaching  that  no- 
thing was  to  be  imposed  upon  men’s 
belief , or  -practice,  but  what  was  ex^ 
pressly  contained  the  law  of  Moses. 
They  denied  tl^e  immortality  of  the :sonl> 
the  being' of  angels^  and  future  rewards 
and^  puni^hrnents ; and  their  lives  were 
agreeable  to  that  maxim,  let.  us  eat  and 
. drink,  Jpr  to-morrow,  we  die.  - 

The  Scribesy  .yvho  were  also  called 
lazvyers  or  doctors  of  the  law,  were  the 
principal  authorized  teachers,  arid  the 
most  learned  men  of  the  nation  : it  was 
their  peculiar  office  to  copy  the  original 
scriptures,  in  order  to  preserve  them  free 
from  error;  and  to  interpret  and  ex- 
pound them  to  the  people.  They  were 
heldin  great  repute,  were  closely  united 
with  the  Pharisees,  and  concurred  with 
them  in  most  of  their  superstitions  and 
corruptions. 

The  Uerodiwis  were  a sect  or  party  of 
men,  who  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  zeal  iov  Herod,  \n  vindicating  his 
conduct,  and  supporting  his  sovereign- 
ty ; and  in  favouring  as  much  as  possi- 
ble the  principles  and  maxims  of  the 
Romans,  under  whom  Jie  held  the  go- 
vernment. They  were  in  this  sense  op-“ 
posite  to  the  Pharisees,  who  were  zeal- , 
ous  for  the  liberty  of  the  nation;  and^ 
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thought  it  unlawful  to  pay  taxes  to  a 
foreign  power. 

The  Publicans  were  certain  public  of- 
ficers, either  Romans  or  Jews,  employed 
by  the  gorernors  to  Collect  the  tribute 
or  tax,  imposed  upon  the  people  by  the 
Roman  emperor.  This  tax  was  consi- 
dered by  the  Jews,  not  only  as  a heavy 
burden  and  affliction  in  itself,  but  also 
as  an  insult  to  the  honour  and  freedom 
of  their  nation;  and  the  evil  was  much 
increased  by  the  covetousness  and  seve- 
rity of  the  collectors,  who  having  farm- 
ed the  tribute  at  a certain  yearly  sum, 
generally  exercised  every  method  of  ex- 
tortion and  oppression  ; so  that  the  Pub- 
licans were^iiniversally  hated,  and  bore 
such  an  infamous  character  as  to  be 
ranked  in  common  speech  with  sinners 
and  harlots. 

The  Samaritans  were  the  descendants 
of  those  people,  who  had  been  trans- 
planted by  the  king  of  Assyria  into  the 
land  of  /srcc/.  The held  them  in 
contempt  and  abhorreiice  : because  they 
had  opposed  the  rebuilding  of  the  tem- 
ple, and  the  repairing  of  the  city  under 
Ezra  and  Nehemiuh  : and  because  they 
had  joined  with  some  banished  Jexvs  in 
building  a magnificent  temple  upon 
mount  Gerizim,  where  they  had  priests 
and  sacrifices,  in  .opposition  to  the  tern- 
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pie  at  Jerusalem.  Such  a jealousy  and 
animosity  subsisted  between  the  two  na- 
nations,  that  though  they  inhabited  al- 
most the'  same  country,  yet  they  had 
no  friendly  intercourse,  and  constantly 
spoke  of  one  another  in  *the  most  re- 
proachful term's. 

With  what  pity  and  concern 
must  we  look  back  upon  the  impiety 
and  wickedness  of  the  Jexvs,  upon  those 
inverate  prejudices,  and  that  partial 
adherence  to  their  narrow  sects  and 
parties,  which  were  the  causes  of  theit 
i-ejecting  the  Messiah  ! — Banish  from 
our  hearts,  O Lord,  every  kind  of  pre- 
judice, and  cast  down  every  imagina-^ 
tion  which  exalteth  itself  against  thy 
will : that  we  may  rejoice  in  that  rfay- 
spring  from  on  highy  which  hath  visited  us, 
to  give  light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness, 
'and  to  guide  our  feet  into  the  wap  of  peace. 
Let  us  learn  from  his  life  and  doctrine, 
to  cherish  that  divine  charity,  which 
no  national  animosities  nor  religions  dif- 
ferences can  extinguish,  and  pray  earn- 
estly for  -that  blessed  time,  when  ail 
Israel  shall  be  saved,  and  the  fulness  of 
the  Gentiles  ccnne  ; that  so  we  and  they 
may  become  one  fold,  under  one  shep- 
lierd,  Jesus  Christ  the  Righteous. 
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CHAR  XLIII. 

THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST. 

jyHEN  the  fulness  of  the  time  was 
come,  which  had  been  pointed  out 
in  the  ancient  prophecies,  and  w’hich 
was  for  several  reasons  the  fittest  for 
such  a dispensation,  God  sent  forth  his 
Son.  The  milij  begotten  Son  of  God,  who 
was  in  the  beginning  with  God,  and  was 
'God,  took  upon  him  human  nature,  in 
a manner  which  we  cannot  fully  com- 
prehend, but  is  expressly  revealed  in_ 
God’s  holy  word  •,  he  was  made  flesh,  and 
dwelt  among  us. 

Augustus,  the  Roman  emperor,  had 
issued  a decree,  that  all  the  land  of 
Judea,  with  its  inhabitants,  should  be 
enrolled  and  registered,  that  a regular 
taxation  might  be  made.  Accordingly 
aU  Went  to  be  taxed,  every  one  into  his  own 
city  • and  Joseph,  and  Mary,  his  espoused 
wife,  being  both  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
and  the  family  oi  David,  vr ere  obliged 
to  remove  from  Nazareth  to  their  iiative 
city  Bethlehem,  where  Christ  was  to  be 
bora.  Thus  the  prophecy  concerning 
the  place  of  his  birth  was  providentially 
fulfilled,  and  every  suspicion  of  artifice 
and  design  effectually  prevented. 

. The  inns  and  houses  of  reception 
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^ If 

were  so  full  upon  this  public  occasion, 
that  Joseph  and  Mary  were  under  the 
necessity  of  lodging  in  a stable,  where 
she  brought  forth  her  frst-born  son,  and 
laid  him  in  a manger.  But  an  angel 
from  Heaven  proclaimed  the  important 
happy  news,  to  shepherds,  wlwxaere 
imtching  over  their  flocks ; and  a multi- 
tude of  the  heavenly  host,  rejoicing  in  the 
prospect  of  such  an  universal  blessing 
to  the  human  race,  broke  out  into  this 
triumphant  hymn,  Gbry  to  God  in  the 
highest!  on  earth  peace' ! good-will  towards 
men.  If  the  Angels,  who  are  fixed 

in  a state  of  happiness,  independent  on 
our  welfare,  were  so  affected  with  this 
instance  of  divine  benevolence  ; surely' 
we,  who  are  the  immediate  objects  of  it, 
for  whom' the  tidings  of  peace  and  good- 
will were  intended,  must  feel  the  genuine 
workings  of  a grateful  joy. — Let  men 
an<4  angels  join  in  the  most  exalted 
strains  to  adore  and  praise  the  Father 
of  all ; for  peace  is  made  between  God 
and  man  ; the  way  is  opened  for  every- 
grace  and  every  mercy  ; for  comfort  and* 
happiness  in.  this  world,  for  joy  and  ■ 
glory  in  the  next. 

When  the  holy  child  was  eight  days 
old,  Joseph  and  Mary,  who  W’ere  strict 
observers  of  the  Mosaic  law,  failed. not; 
to  circumcise  him,  which  rite  was  the 
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method  of  admission  into  the  fexoisk 
church  ; and  his  name  was  called  Jesus  } 
for  an  angel  had  appeared  to  Joseph^ 
during  the  pregnancy  of  Mary,  in  order 
to  remove  his  suspicions  of  her  virtue, 
and  said  unto  him.  Fear  not  to  take  unto 
thee  Mary,  thy  espoused  tofe ; for  that 
which  is  conceived  in  her  is  of  the  Holy 
Ghost ; and  she  shall  bring  forth  a son, 
and  thou  shcdt  call  his  name  Jesus  (the 
Saviour),  for  he  shall  save  his  people  from 
their  sins. — This  is  the  great  design 
and  end  of  his  coming ; he  cajne  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost ! to  bless 
us  in  turning  us  away  from  our  iniquities, 
and  setting  us  free  from  the  cruel  bond- 
age of  'sin  and  Satan  ; to  raise  us  from  a 
wretched  state  of  guilt  to  a state  of 
peace  aad  reconciliation  with  God ; and 
to  be  the  author  of  'eternal  salvation  to  all 
them  who  obey  him. 

This  wonderful  event  was  made  known 
to  some  wise  -men,  or  philosophers  of  the 
east,  by  the  appearance  of  a bright  and 
unusual  star,  which  they  understood  as 
an  intimation  that  tlv2  promised  Messiah 
of  the  Jews  was.  born.  They  therefore 
immediately  left  their  country,  and  un- 
der the  particular  guidance  of  the  star, 
went  first  to  Jerusalem,  and  from  thence 
to  Bethlehem;  where,  notwithstanding 
the  obscurity  of  his  parentage,  and  the 
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meanness  of  his  state,  they  paid  their 
homage  to  the  new-born  king,  and  pre- 
sented  him  with  gold  and  frankincense  and 
myrrh.  These  wise  men  were  the 

first  fruits  of  the  Gentiles,  and  have 
since  been  folio wg{i  by  whole  kingdoms, 
who  have  gladly  embraced  the  same 
faith:  we.  too  rejoice  in  the  happy  ef- 
fects produced  by  the  star^  and  bow  the 
knee  to  Christ  as  our  Lord ; but  has  this 
day-star  arisen  in  our  hearts  ? has  it  dis- 
pelled the  cloud  of  darkness  ? Do  vre 
walk  as  the  children  of  that  light  where- 
of we  are  made  partakers  ? and  do  we 
present,  what  is  infinitely  more  valuable 
than  .all- the  treasures  of  the  earth,  even 
our  souls  and  bodies,  to  the  service  of. 
our  great  Redeemer  ? 

The  appearance  and  character  of  the 
wise  men,  whq  were  so  wonderfully  di- 
rected to  Jerusalem,  and  who  openly 
called  the  new  born  infant  the  king  of 
Judea,  threw  Herod  into  consternation 
and  horror ; he  was  led,  by  the  general 
expectation  of  a temporal  prince,  to 
consider  such  an  event  as  threatening 
destruction  to  his  government,  and  there- 
^ fore  resolved,  by  any  means  in  his  power, 
to  destroy  this  supposed  rival  in  his 
kingdom.  When  art  and  hypocrisy  had 
proved  ineffectual,  he  gave  way  to  rage 
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%acrfe  cif  • fall  the  infants  in  the  city  of 
Bethlehem ; not  doubting,  but  that  in 
the  general  destruction  he  should  cut 
blF  the  object  of  his  jealousy  and  fear. 
Qlhere  is  however  no  understanding  or  wis- 
dom or  counsel  against  the  Lord.  Joseph, 
having  been  directed  by  God  before  the 
bloody  edict  was  issued,  to  take  the 
young  child  and  his  mother  into  Egypt, 
immediately  obeyed  the  heavenly  com- 
mand, and  safely  conveyed  them  into 
that  country. 

The  inhuman  tyrant  was  soon  smitten 
with  a teiTible  distemper,  and  died  un- 
der inexpressible  torments.  His  king- 
dom was  divided  by  Augustus  among  his 
sons;  was  made  king  of  Judea 

and  Samaria,  Herod  Antipas  Tetrarch  of 
Galilee  and  Petrea,  and  Philip  Tetrarch 
of  Trachonitis,  and  the  neighbouring 
Countries.  Upon  this  change  of  go- 
vernment, Joseph,  by  divine  direction, 
removed  his  family  into  the  region  of 
Galilee,  and  dwelt  at  Nazareth. — ^The 
distance  of  their  habitation,  however, 
did  not  prevent  them  from  going  yearly 
to  Jerusalem,  at  the  feast  of  the  Passo- 
ver ; and  when  Jesus  arrived  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  they  thought  it  proper 
to  take  him  with  them  for  his  instruc- 
tion. A striking  example  to  pa- 

rents, that  they  should  constantly  at- 
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lend  the  public  wonship  6f  God,  and 
lead  their  childten  by  the  hand  into-  the- 
paths  of  devotion  and  piety. 

When  they  had  pbrfornied  the  usual 
cepcuionies  of  the  feast,  and  were  re- 
turning homei  the ' child  Jesus,  anxious 
for  improvement  in  religious  knowledge, 
went  into  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  tern-, 
pie,  where  the ' doctors  of  the  laiv  ex- 
pounded it  to  the  people,  and  instruct- 
ed youth  in  free  and  familiar  confer- 
ences. He  heard  their  discourses  with 
eager  attention ; and  both  in  his  ques- 
tions and  answers  discovered  such  marks 
of  wisdom,  as  filled  their  hearers  vvith  a 
transport  of  admiration.  Upon  his  re- 
turn to  Nazareth  he  was  educated  with* 
great  care  by  Joseph  and  Mary,  and  in- 
creased in  wisdom  as  well  as  in  age  and 
stature;-  he  continued  in  silent  subjec- 
tion to  his  parents,  and  .probably  la- 
boured in  a servile  low  employment  for. 
tile  maintenance  of  them,  as  well  as 
himself  for  near  thirty  years : till  his 
obedience  to  his  heavenly  Father  de- 
manded all  his  attention,  and  the  time 
Came  for  his  entering  on  his  public  mi- 
nistry. Let  me  fix  my  eye  upon 

this  instance  of  humility  and  submission 
to  parents,  and  strive  to  imitate  the 
amiable  example.  Can  1 sCe  my  Savi- 
our in  the  Character  of  a dutiful  and 
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obedient  child,  and  yet  be  stubborn  and 
disobedient  myself?  What  shall  I say 
to  him,  when  he  comes  to  judge  me,  if 
I disregard  my  father  and  mother,  and 
neglect  their  just  commands  ? Guide 
me  by  thy  grace,  O Lord,  that  I may 
always  behave  towards  them  with  fer- 
vent affection  and  filial  reverence,  and 
gratefully  study,  by  all  means  in  my 
power,  to  support  apd  comfort  them 
under  the  troubles  of  life  and  the  infir- 
mities of  age. 

Johny  the  son  of  %acharias  and  Eliza 
heth,  appeared  as  the  forerunner  of  the 
Messiah,  (according  to  the  prophets 
Malachi  and  Isaiah)  to  prepare  the  wap 
of  the  Lord,  bp  preaching  the  baptism  of 
repentance ; and,  from  this  office,  was 
surnamed  the  Baptist.  He  went^  from 
place  to  place  through  all  the  country 
about  Jordan,  and  preached.  Repent  pe, 
‘for  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand 
the  kingdom  of  righteousness  and  glory^ 
which  the  God  of  heaven  has  erected 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  his  Son,  the 
long  expected  Messiah.  When  great 
numbers  of  the  people  had  been  brougltt 
by  his  preaching  to  a conviction  of  their 
sins,  and  had  been  baptized  by  him ; 
Jesus  also,  being  now  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  and  entering  on  his  ministry, 
went  to  John,  and  was  baptized  by  him 


161 


The  Life  of  Christ, 

In  the  river  Jordan:  upon  which  occa- 
sion the  heavens  were  opened,  and  the 
spirit  of  God  descended  upon  him  with 
a hovering  motion  after  the  manner  of 
a dove : and  an  awful  voice  issued  from 
heaven,  saying,  Thou  art  my  bebved  Son, 
in  thee  I am  well  pleased. 

As  soon  as  he  was  baptized,  he  retir- 
ed to  a solitary  wilderness,  to  prepare 
himself,  by  meditation  and  prayer,  for 
that  important  oftice,  w'hich  he  came 
into  the  w^prld  to  execute.  There  the 
Devil,  that  great  deceiver,  putting  ,on  a 
human  appearance,  attacked-  him  with 
the  most  powerful  temptations ; for  he 
teas  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are : 
but  he  stood  firm  to  virtue,  and  gave  full 
proof  of  his  trust  in  God,  and  submis- 
sion to  his  will : he  rejected  every  tem- 
tation,  and  nobly  triumphed  over  the 
seducer  and  destroyer  of  mankind. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  our 
Saviour  repelled  the  various  assaults  of 
the  tempter  by  the  Word  of  God.  This 
is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit : this  is  the  ar- 
mour of  a Christian.  Read,  study,  trea- 
' sure  it  up  in  the  memory,  and  in  the 
heart ; that  you  may  readily  apply  it 
upon  all  occasions.  Without  this  you 
fight  naked  and  defenceless:  but  thus 
armed,  you  xoill  fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  and  be  able  to  withstand  in  the  day 
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of  trial,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand: 
Resist  the  Devil,  and  he  will  Jlee  from 
you. 

The  rulers  of  the  Jews  had  some  doubt 
whether  John  was  the  promised  Messiah, 
or  not ; but  being  examined  by  the 
priests,  he  frankly  acknowledged,  I am 
not  the  Christ : and  the  next  day,  as 
Jesus  was  coming  towards  him.  Joint 
pointed  him  out  to  his  disciples,  saying. 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh 
away  the  sins  of  the  world  ; alluding  to 
the  Lamb,  the  sacrifice  offered  daily  in 
the  temple ; upon  this  several  persons 
follow^ed  Christ,  as  his  disciples ; and 
their  faith  in  him  was  soon  confirmed 
by  the  miracle  of  his  changing  water 
into  wine  at  a marriage  feast. 

The  feast  of  the  passover  di’awing 
near,  Jesus  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  wor- 
ship ; where,  observing  the  outward 
court  of  the  temple  turned  into  a kind 
of  market-place,  he  reformed  the  abuse, 
by  resolutely  driving  away  the  buyers 
and  sellers.  From  thence  he  passed 
through  Samaria  to  Galilee  ; and  travel- 
led about  the  country,  preaching  the 
word  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
spreadings  the  blessings  of  health  and 
peace  all  around  him. 

John  the  Baptist  continued  to  proclaim 
the  necessity  of  repentance,  and  pre- 
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pare  the  people  for  the  reception  of 
Christ.  Herod  the  Tetrarch,  heard  him 
often  with  attention  and  pleasure,  and 
paid  much  regard  to  hife  precepts.  But 
when  the  prophet^  with  honest  freedom, 
attacked  hife  favoiirite  eiCeV  and  reprov- 
ed him  for  liking  in  adulteiy  with  his 
brother  Philip's  wife  ; the  king,  in^ead 
of  profiting  by  the  reproof,  imprisoned 
the  reprover.  His  unlawful  passion 
gained  still  more  power  over  him,  and 
led  him  from  one  crime  to  another:  till 
he  actually  caused  his  innocent  teacher 
to  be  murdered.  But  from  that 

moment  his  peace  was  gone  : -'The  ter- 
rors of  guilt,  aimed  with  vengeance, 
came  upon  him  ; and  his  mind  was 
thrown  into  such  agony  and  confusion, 
that  when  he  heard  of  the  fame  of  J esu^ 
he  wfildly  imagined,  that  it  zoas  John  the 
Baptist  risen  from  the  dead,  on  purpose 
to  accuse  and  condemn  him. — -Observh 
the  unhappy  influence  and  dreadful  ef- 
fects of  one  darling  lust : and  if  you 
haye  attained  to  such  a degree  of  obedi- 
eu'ce,  that  only  one  thing  is  Jacking;  O, 
do  not  sufler  one  single  vice 'to  yoh 
of  your  present  peace  . and  future  i>ap- 
piness.  Tear  it  from  your  Jieart,  though 
it  be  dear  to  you  as  a fight  eye ; ai^ 
give  God  the  full  possession  of  your  sout^ 
without  any  rival,  or  competitor. 
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As  the  light  of  the  gospel  was  to  be 
difhised  throughout  the  world,  and  sal- 
vation to  be  offered  to  all  mankind,  (for 
from  the  rising  of  the  sitny  to  the  going 
down  of  the  same,  my  name  shall  be  great 
among  the  Gentiles,  sailh  the  Lordqf/iosts) 
our  Saviour  chose  twelve  persons  out  of 
his  disciples,  whom  be  called  Apostles, 
[special  messengei's  or  embassadors)  to  be 
his  witnesses,  and  the  founders  of  his 
church  ; to  preach  his  doctrines,  and  to 
appoint  a succession  of  ministers  to  that 
sacred  office.  When  lie  had  gradually 
revealed  to  them  the  grievous  sufferings 
he  was  to  undergo,  and  explained  tlie 
nature  of  his  kingdom,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  give  them  a short  glimpse  of 
liis  glorified  state  in  heaven  ; and  there- 
fore took  Peter,  James,  and  John,  (who 
were  sufficient  witn^ses  of  the  fact)  to 
a high  mountain ; where,  as  he  prayed, 
he  loas  transfigured  ; that  is,  the  fashion, 
or  appearance  of  his  countenance  was  al- 
tered ; his  face  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and 
his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light,  white 
and  glistering.  Moses  and  Elias  [Elijah) 
the  two  .most  remarkable  and  distin- 
guished prophets  under  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, appeaj’ed  also  in  glory,  and  con- 
versed with  him  concerning  his  deep 
humiliation  and  ignominious  death,  to 
which  he  was  soon  to  submit  for  our 
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sakes.  While  they  were  thus  convers- 
ing, a child  overshadmoed  them,  and  be-^ 
hold  a voice  came  out  of  the  cloud,  zvhich 
said.  This  is  mi)  beloved  Son,  in  lohom  I 
am  zvell  pleased  i with  whose  undertak- 
ing and  conduct,  as  Mediator,  for  the 
' redemption  of  mankind,  I am  higidy 
delighted : Hear  ye  Mm,  Hear  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  beloved  Son  of  God 
hear  the  important  message  which  he 
brought  from  heaven : hear  and  obey 
the  law's,  which  he  inculcated  : hear 
and  embrace  the  condescending  offer  of 
pardon  and  salvation,  which  he  hath 
made  to  a lost  world. 

While  our  blessed  Lord  remained  in 
an  obscure  condition  at  Nazareth,  he 
avoided  aU  censure  and  reproach  j but 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  himself,  anff 
excited  the  attention  and  admiration  of 
the  people,  by  his  doctrine  and  mira- 
cles, the  prejudices  of  the  rulers  were 
awakened,  and  a spirit  of  opposition  was 
stirred  up,  which  continually  increased 
in  proportion  as  his  fame  increased. 
They  were  offended  at  those  very  things 
which  were  strong  arguments  of  his  di- 
vine mission  : the  poverty  of  his  circum- 
stances, his  free  method  of  reproving 
vice  and  exposing  hyprocrisy,  the  un- 
spotted purity  of  his  manners,  and  his 
meek  self-denying  doctrines.  Being  ap- 
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pfehensiye,  however,  that  if  he  pro- 
ceeded as  he  Iiad  done,  he.  would  draw 
all  the  people  after  him,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  their  reputation  and'  dignitVj 
they  united  their;  voice  and  interest 
against  him,  and  laboured  by  all  means 
to  destroy  hi^  authority  and  influence., 

I They  endeavoured  at  firet  to  depr-e-’ 
date  his  character  by  littl'e  noalicious  re- 
flections on  the  meanness  of  his  parent-l 
age,  and  the  place  of  his  residence,  as- 
if  such  circumstances,  were  inconsistent, 
■with  the  title  of  the  Messiah.  Bat  im 
reality  a state  of  poverty  w'as  agreeable; 
to  that  character:  .not  only  as  it  had: 
been  foretold  by  the.  prophets,  but  as  it 
gave  our  Lord  an  iopportunity  of  exer-' 
dsing  the  most  (Kihcult  virtues ; and  was- 
most  effectual  towards  promoting  the 
design  of ; the  gospel,  and  endearing  his 
memory  to  the  world. 

■ They  studied  also  to  ensnare  him  in 
his  discourses,  and  tried,  by  artful  ques- 
tions, to  draw  something  fmm  him,  up-: 
on  which  they  might  ground  an  accusa- 
tion. The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  asked 
him,  bf  xtihat  authority  he  acted,  as  a 
public  instructor  and  reformer?  the 
Herodians  inquired  of  him,  lohether  it 
was  lawful  to  "pay  tribute  to  Ccesar  of  not  ? 
and  the  Sadditcees  proposed  to  him  some- 
doubtful  speculative  points  concerning: 


The  Life  of  Christ.  I67 

the  resurrection  and  a future  state.  But 
he  perceived  their  craft  and  wickedness^ 
for  he  knew  what  was  in  man  j and  tliough 
he  was  ready  to,  resolve  every  doubt  of 
the  candid  and  sincere,  he  would  not 
gratify  the  impertinent  humour  of  every 
insidious  inquirer.  When  be  was  pleas- 
ed to  give  answer  to  their  questions,  he 
joined  the  xvisdom  of  the  Serpent  ivith  the 
innocence  of  the  Dove  ; and,  while  he  gave 
them  no  advantage  over  him,  sent  them 
away  amazed  at  the  quickness  of  his 
invention,  confounded  with  the  power 
of  his  arguments,  and 'ashamed  at  their 
disappointment. 

When  they  murmured  against  him, 
for  eating  and  conversing  with  men  of 
mean  characters,  and  represented  him 
as  a glutton  and  wine-bibber,  a friend  to 
publicans  and ‘sinners  s he  vindicated  his 
conduct  by  telling  them,  that  he  came  to 
call  sinners -to  rtpenlanee,  and  that  the 
whole  have  no  need  bj  -a  physician,  but  the 
sick. 

When  they  accused  him  of  impiety, 
and  the  breach  of  the  fourth  joommand- 
ment,  because  he  healed  the  sick,  and 
relieved  the  distressed,  an  the  sabbath-day, 
he  refuted  the  charge  with  great  pro- 
priety and  force  of  reason ; Doth  not 
every  one  of  you  loose  his  ox  from  the  stall 
on  the  sabbath,  and  lead  it  to  the  water  ? 


The  Life  of  Christ, 

, And  may  not  your  fellow-creatures  then, 
who  fire  bound  with  infirmities,  be  loosed, 
and  set  free  from-  them  on  the  sabbath  P — ^ 
Again,,  Who  among  you,  if  his  sheep  shoidd 
fall  into  a pit  on  the  sabbath,-  icoidd  not 
immediately  lift  him  out  ? and  hoxo  much 
is  a man  better  than  a sheep  f — But  if  you 
had  known  the  meaning  and  intent  ot 
that  declaration  of  God,  by  the  prophet, 
1 will  have  mercy  and  not  sacrifice,  (I  al- 
ways prefer  the  offices  of  humanity  and 
benevolence  to  external  observations  and 
matters  of  positive  institution)  you  zvould 
not  have  condemned  the  innocent  and  guilt- 
less. 

What  a dreadful  thing  is  a per- 
vei’se  and  obstinate  temper,  which  is 
offended  Avith  the  truth,  hardens  itself 
against  admonition,  and  is  determined 
to  resist  the  strongest  motives  of  piety 
and  humanity  ! — Yet  such  was  the  tem- 
per of  the  Jewish  rulers ; they  vtere  ob- 
stinately incurable : they  withstood  the 
best  instructions,  the  most  poAverful  per- 
suasions, and  the  strongest  evidence ; 
and  discovered,  in  their  opposition  to 
our  Saviour,  an  unconquerable  prejudice 
and  malignity  of  mind.— When  there- 
fore the  time  of  his  ministry  W'as  nearly 
accomplished,  and  he  was  ready  to 
finish  all  that  remained  for  him  to  do, 

^ S 

by  yielding  himself  up  to  death  j he 
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openly  and  without  reserve^  declaimed 
against  their  incorrigible  wickedness, 
and  applied  to  them  the  words  of  the 
prophet  Isaiah : This  people's  heart  is 
waxed  gross,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of 
hearing,  and  their  eyes  they  have  closed ; 
that  they  might  not  see,  and  hear,  and  be 
converted  and  healed.  He  denounced 
judgment  against  them;  and  described 
the  calamitous  destruction,  which  was 
soon  to  be  brought  upon  their  state  and 
city.  , 

In  this  situation,  they  thought  them- 
selves reduced  to  the  necessity  either  of 
destroying  him  utterly,  or  of  giving  up 
their  own  authority ; therefore  they  re- 
solved to  'proceed  to  the  utmost  height 
of  malice,  and  accordingly  sent  officers 
to  seize  him.  But  they,  while  they  were 
waiting  for  a favourable  pretence  or  op- 
portunity to  execute  their  purpose,  w'era 
disarmed  of  theiy  intention  by  his  excel- 
lent conversation  and  doctrine ; and, 
instead  of  offering  any  violence  to  him, 
returned  to  tlieir  masters  with  this  ho- 
nourable testimony.  Never  man  spake 
like  this  man. 

Thus  disappointed,  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  held  a solemn  debate  concern- 
ing the  most  effectual  means  of  appre- 
hending and  putting  hini' to  deatli : In 
the  midst  of  their  consultation,  Judas, 
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one  of  the  Apostles,  entered,  and  put 
an  end  to  their  doubts,  by  promising, 
that  for  a sum  of  money  he  would  be- 
tray him  into  their  hands.  The  officers 
were  accordingly  conducted  by  him  ^ 
a private  place,  whither  Jesus  was  re- 
tired for  prayer ; and  having  secured 
him,  brought  him  before  the  Sanhedrim, 
that  is,  the  grand  council  of  the  nation. 
He  was  there  charged  with  blasphemy, 
for  calling  hirnself  the  Son  of  God,  and 
assuming  the  title  of  the  Messiah : and 
when  he  made  an  opferi  confession  of 
the  truth,  they  unanimously  pronounc- 
ed him  guilty,,  and  condemned  > him  to 
death. 

The  next  morning' they  led  him  away 
to  Pilate,  who  was  at  that  time  the  Ro- 
man governor,  and  to  whom  the,  power 
of  life  and  death  belonged.  Pilate  knew 
that  for  envy  they  had  delivered  him  ; and 
being  convinced,  upon  examination,  of 
his  innocence,  declared'  publickly,  that 
he  found  in  him  no  fault  at  all;  and  tried 
several  expedients  to  release  him. 
The  Jews  however  stifl  pressed  for  a sen- 
tence against  him,  and  vehemently  cried 
out.  Crucify  him,  crucify  him  : they  re- 
presented that  therj  had  a lato  in  force, 
according  to  whi(:h  he  ought  to  die,  because 
he  made  himself  tlte  Son  of  God  ; — i-that 
their  religious  constitution  was  brought 
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Jnto  danger  by  him ; that  he  was  a mover 
of  sedition ; and  that  Pilate  could  not 
regard  the  peace  of  the  province,  and 
be  a friend  to  Ccesar,  if  he  let  such  a man 
go.  Pilate,  Bfeing  afraid  that  disturb- 
ances and  tumults  would  arise,  if  he  did 
not  hearken  to  the  Jetcs,  yielded  to  their 
importunity : when  he.  sazo  that  he  could 
prevail  nothing,  he  took  water,  and  having 
washed  his  h ands  before  the  multitude,  said, 
1 am  innocent  of  tlw  blood  of  this  just  per- 
son : see  ye  to  it.  Then  anstvered  all  the 
people.  His  blood  be  on  us  and  on  our  chil- 
dren. 

Nothing  can  possibly  be  more  affect- 
ing thaii  the  account  of  our  Saviour’s 
last  sufferings.  He  was  persecuted  and 
' Condemned  as  a malefactor  and  blas- 
phemer, by  those  whom  he  came  to 
befriend  and  save : they  buffeted  and 
scourged  him  : they  arrayed  him  with  a 
scarlet  robe,  and  when  they  had  platted 
a crown  of  thorns,  put  it  on  his  head, 
and  a reed  in  his  right  hand ; and  they 
bowed  the  knee  before  him,  and  mocked 
him,  saying.  Hail,  king  of  thejeios. — 
Qthers  smote  him  zoith  the  palms  of  their 
hands,  saying  unto  him.  Prophecy  unto  us, 
thou  Christ,  who  is  he  that  smote  thee  ? — 
They  then  led  him  to  the  place  of  cruci- 
fixfon  ; they  nailed  his  hands  and  his  feet 
to  a cross,  between  two  thieves  j they 
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made  him  the  object  of  their  scorn  and 
derision,  while  he  was  hanging  on  the 
tree ; and  interrupted  his  dying  groans 
and  agonies  with  their  bitter  sarcasms 
and  malicious  reproaches# 

No  man  could  take  his  life  from 
him  : he  laid  it  down  of  himself  In  com- 
pliance with  the  glorious  designs  of  in- 
finite wisdom  and  love,  he  submitted 
cheerfully  to  the  most  grievous  suffer- 
ings and  to  death  itself,  that  he  might 
make  atonement  for  our  sinsj  and  obtain 
eternal  redemption  for  us.  He  zvas 
wounded  for  our  transgressionsy  and  bruis-, 
ed  for  our  iniquities.  Lie  sufferedy  the  just 
for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  brijig  us  unto 
God. — God  made  him,  who  knezo  no  sin,  to 
be  sin  (a  sin  offering)  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteousness  of  Gpd  in  him,  that 
we  might  be  accepted  through  him,  as! 
if  we  were  perfectly  righteous.^  Thus, 
the  covenant  of  grace,  offering  to  us  the 
riches  of  divine  mercy,  upon  the  conde- 
scending terms  of  a sincere  repentance, 
a lively  faith,  and  a renewed  obedience, 
is  established,  and  vsejoy  in  God  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  toe  have 
received  the  atonement,  , \ 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 

THE  DOCTRINES  OF  CHRIST. 

The  doctrines  of  oiir  Saviour  are  far 
superior  to  those  of  any  other  in- 
structor. It  may  be  truly  said.  He  spake 
as  never  man  spake.  He  taught  as  a 
teacher  sent  from  God.  He  laid  down 
, the  most  excellent  principles  of  religion 
and  virtue ; he  enjoined  the  purest  and 
o^ost  perfect  discipline;  he  offered  the 
most  powerful  assistance,  and  held  up 
to  view  the  most  noble  rewards. 

He  teaches  us  to  love  the  Ijord  our  God 
with  all  the  heart,  and'  ivith  all  the  soul  s 
and  inspires  the  very  temper,  which  he 
recommends,  by  giving  just  atid  wortlty 
notions  of  the  Deity.  lie  directs  its  to 
zvorship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truths,  with 
unaffected  piety  and  devotion  ; to  resign 
ourselves  wholly  to'  his  will,  to  cast  all 
our  care  upon  him,  and  to  obey  sincere- 
ly all  his  commandments. 

I With  respect  to  the  social  duties,  he 
teachetli  us  not  only  to  abstain  from  do- 
ing any  injury  to  others,  either  in  their 
persons,  their  fortune,  or  their  reputation, 
but  to  perform  the  various  offices -of  jus- 
tice and  fidelity,  and  to  love  our  yieigh- 
bour  (that  is,  every  man)  as' ourselves ; to 
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promote  his  welfare  and  happiness  with  - 
disinterested  affection  • to  be  kind  and 
charitable  to  all  men  of  whatever  nation 
or  profession  ; and  to  do  to  others,  as  we 
would,  expect  or  desirCjii  reason  and 
conscience,  that  they  shMirl  do  to  us. 

With  regard  to  the  duties  which  we 
owe  to  ourselves,  he  teaches  us  to  purify 
the  heart,  which  is  the  fountain  of  life  •, 
to  mortify  our  corrupt  appetites  and  pas- 
sions, and  live  in  temperance  and  chas- 
tity : to  disclaim'  all  proud  self-conceited 
thoughts,  and  to  put  on  humility  and 
lowliness  of  mind  ; to  lay  aside  all  anxi- 
ous and  distrustful  solicitude  about  tem- 
poral events  j to  set  our  affections  on 
things  above,  and  to  lay  up  for  ourselves 
those  treasures  which  are  incorruptible  and 
eternal. 

The  Tnotives,  which  he  hath  set  before 
us,  in  order  to  animate  us  to  the  per- 
formance of  these  duties,  are  the  most 
powerful  and  engaging,  which  can  be 
offered  to  the  heart  of  man.  He  hath 
opened  the  counsels  of  infinite  wisdom 
and  goodness  for  the  -salvation  of  sin- 
ners, and  promised  mercy  and  forgive- 
ness to  all  them  who  repent  and  believe 
the  gospel : an  assurance  no  less  effec- 
tual, than  it  was  necessary  to  cherish 
the  beginnings  of  repentance,  and  con- 
firm the  resolutions  <5f  a better  obe'di- 
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ence  for  the  fiiture. — ^He  hath  also  pro- 
mised the  assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
to  strengthen  our  feeble  powers,  tp  en- 
lighten our  understandings,  and  to  sup- 
port and  cono^^  us  in  the  faithful  dis-, 
charge  of  ou^^iuty.  And, ' lastly,'  he 
hath  made  an  ample  discovery  of  a fu- 
ture state,  and  clearly  represented  the 
awful  process  of  the  general  judgment, 
when  all  wlio  have  ever  lived  upon  earth 
shall  stand  before  his  high  tribunal ; 
when  rewards  and  punishments  shall  be 
distributed  according  to  what  men  have 
done  in  the  body,  whether  it  be  good  or 
evil;  zvhen  the  wicked  shall  go  into  ever- 
lasting  punishment,  htt  4he  righteous  into 
life  eternal. 

Can  we  conceive  any  motive  of  equal 
weight  and  dignity  with  these  ? Are  they 
not  well  adapted  to  stir  up  the  active 
powers  of  our  nature,  and  awaken  those 
affections  which  have  the  greatest  influ- 
ence upon  .pur  lives  — If  these  do  not 
prevail  wdth  us,  what  can  prevail  ? If 
we  reject  these  encouragements,  and  re- 
main impenitent  and  unreformed,  what 
can  prevent  our  final  ruin  ? — Let  us 
therefore  give  due  attention  to  them  ;; 
let  us  impress  them  u}>on  our  hearts  and 
consciences;  and,  complying  with  the.' 
designs  of  the  gospeb grace,  let  us  be- 
come the  genuine  xlisciples  of  Christ^,, 
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both  in  principle  and  practice,  leading  a 
godlij,  righteous,  and  sober  life,  and  look- 
ing  for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the  gbrious 
appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Savi- 


Ond  purify  mdo  himself  -o  pecidiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works. 

CHAP.  XLV. 

THE  SERMON  ON  THE  MOUNT. 

F all  the  discourses,  which  our  Sa- 


viour preached,  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  (so  called  from  his  sitting  on  a 
hill  or  mountain,  when  he  spake  it)  is 
the  fullest  and  most  complete : and  as 
every  Christian  ought  to  copy  the  pre- 
cepts of  it  into  his  heart  and  life,  we 
eaimot  too  frequently  apply  our  thoughts 
and  meditations  to  it ; and  especially  to 
the  follow'ing  passages. 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Blessed  are  they)  that  mourn  for  their 
sins,  for  they  shall  be  comforted. 

- Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall 
inherit  the  earth. 

- Blessed  ore  they  who  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be  filed-. 


our  Jesus  Christ,  who  g 
that  he  might  redeem  ns 


r jor  us, 
iniquity. 
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Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall 
obtain  mercy. 

Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they 
shall  see  God'.  ■ 

Blessed  are  tm  peace-makers,  for  they 
shall  be  called  the  children  of  God. 

Blessed  are  they  who  are  persecuted  for. 
righteousness  sake,  for  theirs  is  the  king- 
dom of  heaven. 

Let  your  light — the  light  of  your  doc- 
trine and  example — shine  before  men,  that 
they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  be 
thereby  engaged  to  glorify  your  Father 
who  is  in  heaven. 

Think  not  tlmt  I am  come  to  destroy 
the  law  or  the  prophets  i I am  come  not  to 
destroy  the  law,  but  to  fulfil  it — to  illu^ 
trate — to  adorn — to  perfect  it : and  ex- 
cept your  righteousness  exceed  the  righted 
dusness  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  ye 
shall  in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

If  thy  right  eye  offend  thee,  by  leading 
thee  into  sin,  pluck  it  out  and  cast  ft 
from  thee  ; and  if  thy  right  hand  qffhid 
thee,  cut  it  off  and  cast  it  from^  thee ; 
that  is,  sacrifice  every  passion,  how- 
ever beloved,  which  comes  in  com- 
petition with  your  duty  : though  it  be 
as  difficult  to  part  with  it,'  as  to  part  with 
a hand  or,  an  eye,  yet  give  it  up,  re- 
nounce it  j for,  it  is  profitable  for  thee, 
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that  one  of  thy  members  should  perish,  and 
not  that  thy  ivhole  body  shoidd  he  cast  into 
hell.  • • ' 

Love  your  enemies : bless  them  u'ho  curse 
you  : ,do  good  to  them  zvk§  hate  you  : and 
pray  for  them  who  despitefully  use  you  and 
persecute  you,  that  ye  may  be  the  children 
qf  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven  : for  he 
maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  anl  and  on  the 
good : and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on 
the  unjust. 

Wizen  thozi  doest  thine  alms,  let  not  thy 
left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth, 
that  thy  alms  may  be  in  secret : and  tky 
Fathei',  who  seeth  in  secret,  shall  reward 
thee  openly. — And  zohen  thou  pj'ayest,  enter 
into  thy  closet ; and  when  thou  hast  shut 
thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  who  is  in  se- 
cret ; and  thy  Father,  who  seeth  in  secret^ 
shalhreward  thCe  openly. 

' Lay  not  zip  for  yourselves  treasures  upon- 
earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth  ccorupt,- 
and  where  thieves  break  through  and  steal; 
but  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  hea- 
ven, where  neither  moth  nor.  rust  doth  cor-, 
rupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through 
nor  steal : for  where  your  treasure  is,  there 
will  tfour  heart  be  also. 

fake  no  thought — be  not  over-anxious 
— saymg.  What  shall  we  eat  f or  what 
shall  we  drink  ? or  wherewithal  shall  tv& 
be  cloatbed  ? for  ^our  heavenly  Father 
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hmweth  that  ye  have  need  of  these  things. 
But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
his  righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall 
be  added  unto  you. 

■Judge  not,  t^at  ye  may  not  be  judged  ; 
for  xoith  what  judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall 
be  judged  ; and  with  what  measure  ye  mete^ 
it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again. 

Ask,  and'  it  shall  be  given  you;  seek, 
and  ye  shall  find ; knock,  and  it  shall  he 
opened  unto  you.  For,  if  ye;  being  evil, 
know  haw  to  give- good-  gifts  'unto  your  chil-  ■ 
dren,  how  much  more  shall  your  Father, 
{oho  is  in  heaven,  give  good  things  unto 
them  that  ask  him? 

Beware  of  false  prophets,  who  come  to 
you  in  sheep's  cloathing  ; but  inwardly  are 
ravening  zcolves.  Ye  shall  knmv  them  by 
their  fruits ; for  every  good  tree  bringeth 
forth  good  fruit,  but  a corrupt  tree 
bringeth  forth  evil  fruit.— Not  every  one 
that  saith  uMo  me.  Lord,  'Lord,  shall  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  that 
doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  who  is  in 
heaven. 

TVhosoever  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine, 
a.nd'd.0^  them,  I will  liken  him  unto  a 
wise.  mM,  ivho  built  his  house  upon  a rock  ; 
and  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods 
came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon 
that,  house,  ^ and  it  fell  not ; for  it  was 
founded' tipm  a rock.  And  every  one  that 
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hearetfi  these'  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth 
. them  not,  shall  be  likened  unto  a foolish 
\,  man,  who  built  his  house  upon  the  sand 
and  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods  came, 
and  the  zvinds  blew,  and  beat  tipmi  that 
' house  and  it  fell,  and  great  was  the  fall 
of  it. 

Let  us  receive  the  Law  from  the  mouth 
of  Christ,  and  delight  in  it.  after  the  in- 
ward man.  Let  us  not  only  read  and 
admire  his  precepts,  but  love  and  prac- 
tise them,  Let  us  cherish  all  those - 
graces  and  virtues  which  he  recom- 
mends, and  build  our  hopes  upon  that 
Rock  which  will  never  fail. 
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' CHAP.  XLVL 

PARABLES  OF  CHIRST. 

There  are  two  ways  of  communi- 
cating knowledge  and  instruction : 
by  plain  and  direct  precepts,  of  which 
tlie  greatest  part  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  consists  j and  by  moral  simili- 
tudes or  fables,  such  as  the  parables 
which  our  Saviour  used  in  order  to  re- 
commend^his  doctrines,  and  enforce 
their  duty  upon  men.  The  advantages 
of,  conveying  instruction  by  parables 
are  very  obvious ; it  is  an  easy  method 
of  insinuating  truth  into  the  mind  5 it 
takes  men  by  surprise,  without  alarm- 
ing their  prejudices , and  passions ; it  is 
less  offensive  than  a plain  open  rebuke ; 
and  it  is  fitted  to  make  a deeper  impres- 
sion on  the  memory  and  the  heai't. 

The  parables  of  ®ur  Lord  far  exceed 
those  of  all  othe#  writers,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  peculiar  beauty  and  ex- 
cellence of  their  composition  ; but  also 
on  account  of  the  sublime  truths  and 
important  instructions  which  are  con- 
tained in  them: 

Thef^arable  of  th^  Sowdr  shews  the 
differeht  reception  which  the  Gospel 
meets  with  in  ■ the  world,  according  to 
the  -different'  tempers  and  capacities  of 
men.  ' 
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That  of  the  Tares  shews  the  general 
state  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  all 
ages,  to  the  end  of  the  world : that  there 
will  be  both  sincere  and  hypocritical 
professors,  and  at  last  an  impartial  trial 
and  an  eternal  distinction  between  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked. 

The  Rich  Man,  whose  soul  was  sud- 
denly required  of  him,  sets  in  a very 
striking  light  the  folly  of  placing  our 
chief  happiness  in  worldly  riches,  and 
flattering  ourselves  with  tl!fe  hope  of 
many  years  to  come.  ^ 

The  charitable^  Samaritan  melts  the 
soul  into  universal  benevolence,  and 
thl'ows  down  every  partition-wall,  which 
w'ould  prevent  us  from  doing  good  to 
others. 

The  parable  of  the  Prodigal  paints  in 
lively  colours  the  folly  and  guilt  of  a 
licentious  youth,  who  being  impatient 
of  his  father’s  advice  and  discipline, 
runs  headlong  into  a course  of  sensual 
pleasure ; but  soon  found,  instead  of 
liberty  and  happiness,  the  most  abject 
slavery  and  most  bitter  distress: — and 
it  represents  further,-  in  an  affecting 
manner,  that  God  hath  no  pleasure  m;  the 
death  oj  sinners,  but  rejoiceth  in  their 
recovery,  and  is  ready  with  open  ‘arms 
to  receive  them,  upon  their  returning  to 
him  with  sincere  repentance. 
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■ The  Parables  in  general  are  full  of 
religious  and  moral  instructions ; but  it 
would  swell  this  work  too  much  to  give 
a particular  account  of  all. — Read  them 
with  attention  and  candour,  and  endea- 
vour to  discover  the  spiritual  wisdom 
and  good  sentiments  which  are  conceal- 
ed in  them : consider  their  particular 
meaning  and  design:  the  main  object 
and  leading  point  in  view;  and  bring 
the  applic^ion  home  to  your  own  mind  : 
that  you  may  not  be  numbered  among 
those,  zoho,  seeing,  saw  not ; and  hearing, 
heard  not ; but  having,  with  an  honest  and 
good  heart,  heard  the  word,  keep  it,  and' 
bring  forth  fruit  with  patienee. 

N.  B.  Children  should  be  brought  into 
an  early  acquaintance  with  the  design 
and  meaning  of  the  Parables ; and  should 
get  by  heart  the  most  lively  and  affect- 
ing of  them. 


CHAP.  XLVII. 

THE  EXAMPLE  OF  CHRIST. 

OUR  blessed  Lord  not  only  laid  down 
a perfect  pule  of  duty  in  his  excel- 
lent discourses  and  parables ; but  also 
set  before  us  an  example  of  the  most 
complete  obedience.  His  practice  was 
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a just  picture  of  his  own  -precepts,  and 
added  new  light  and  force  to  them. 
All  the  duties  of  piety  and  goodness 
were  united  in  him,  without  infirmity 
or  defect  ^ so  that  in-  bis  life  they  ap- 
peared, as  it  were,  visible  to  human 
eyes.  ■ ■ , 

His  i>iety  and  devotion  towards  God 
were  manifested,  in  a constant  readiness, 
to  please  and  honour  him  in  all  things. 
He  speaks  of  it,  as  the  great  object  of 
his  attention,  and  the  highestfjoy  of  his 
soul.  I am  cpme  dawn  from  heaven,  not 
to  do  my  won  loill,  but  the  will  of  him  that  , 
sent  me,  and  to  finish' his  work.'  At  twelve 
years  of  age,  he  discovered  his  zeal  for 
religious  exercises,  by  staying  in  the 
temple  amongst  the  doctors,  hearing 
them  and  asking  them  questions  : . . 

ling  his  parents,  in  justification  of  his. 
conduct,  that  he  must  be  about  his  father's' 
business.  He  constantly  attended  the 
public  assemblies  for  divine  worship; 
and  frequently  withdrew  himself  from 
the  public  eye,  for  meditation  and  pri- 
vate prayer.  This  spirit  of  devotion  in- 
fluenced all  his  actions,  and  was  the 
foundation  of  that  absolute  subjection 
and  resignation  to  the  divine  will,  which 
he  shewed  at  aU  times,  and  especially 
in  the  amazing  instance  of  his  death. 
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the  finishing  str<^e,,.and  highest  proof 
of  his  obedience  and  love; 

Nor  was  he  less  exemplary  in  benevo- 
lence towards  man,  than  in  piety  to- 
wards God.  His  whole  life  vras  one 
continued  act  of  mercy.  It  was  his 
meat  and  drink,  his  constant  employ- 
ment and  delight,  to  go  about  doing  good  ; 
to  heal  all  sorts  of  sicknesses  among  the 
people,  and  to  preach  the  glad  tidings- 
of  divine  grace  and  favour  to  the  peni- 
tent. He  admitted  all,  even  the  poorest 
and  meanest,  into  his  presence ; and 
conversed  freely  with  publicans  and  sin- 
ners, for  their  instruction  and  amend- 
■ ment.  He  discovered  the  generous  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  and  the  tender  affec- 
tion of  friendship,  in  his  sympathizing 
tears  at  the  grave  of  Lazams,  in  his  last 
endearing  discourses  to  his  disciples ; and 
his  pathetic  lamentation  over  Jerusalem : 
but  the  act  of  benevolence,  which  de- 
serves our  highest  regard,  is  his  d^hig  for 
the  iingodly  ; giving  his  life'  a ransom  for 
many  ,*  the  offering  of  himself  a sacrifice 
for  sinful  men,  that  he  might  obtain  eter~ 
hal  redemption  for  them. 

The  virtues  also  of  self-gov^erriment 
eminently  shone  forth  in  the  temper  and 
conduct  of  our  iSaviour.  His  affections 
•and,  appetites  moved  regularly  within 
the  bounds  of  reason : and  he  prefeired- 
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the  pleasures  of  religion  to  every  other 
pleasure.  -Every  desire  of  private  ease 
was  made  to  give  way  to  the  public 
good,  and  the  great,  design  he  had  in 
view.  He  pursued  the  middle  , path  be- 
tween luxury  and  austerity ; teaching  us 
to  sit  loose  to  the  enjoyments  Of  life, 
and  to  use  the  world  without  abusing  it. 
He  was  all  humility  and  condescension, 
yet  always  preserved  his"  dignity,  and 
washed  the  feet  of  his  disciples,  while 
he  told  them  he  was  their  Lord  and 
Master.  Far  from  coveting  worldly 
riches  or  honours,  in  the  lowest  condi- 
tion of  poverty  and  meaness  he  was  easy 
and  contented : and  under  the  most  in- 
jurious treatment,  and  the  greatest  pos- 
sible provocations,  we  find  no  unbecom- 
ing transports  of  impatience  and  anger : 
far  from  losing  his  meekness  and  bene- 
volence of  temper,  even  when  he  was 
expiring  upon  the  cross,  he  offered  up 
his  prayers  for  those,  who  with  invete- 
rate cruelty  had  brought  him  to  it,  say- 
ing, Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know 
not  what  they  do. 

Let  us  set  this  example  constantly 
before  our  eyes ; trace  the  sacred  his- 
tory of  it,  and  make  it  the  subject  of 
our  frequent  thoughts  and  repeated  con- 
templation, that  we  may  catch  some 
faint  image  and  resemblance  of  his 
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graces,  *and  the  same  mind  may  be  in  us 
which  was  in  Christ  Jesus.. — May  we 
imitate  him  as  his  Disciples  ; obey  him 
as  our  Master ; and  follow  him  as  our 
Guide ; with  a comfortable  persuasion 
and  pleasing  hope  of  following  him  to 
the  blessed  mansions  above,  and  gaining 
an  abundant  entrance  into  the  possession  of 
immortal  life  and  glory.  Amen. 


CHAP.  XLVIIL 

THE  PROPHECIES  CONCERNING  CHRIST 

A Prophecy  is  a declaration  of  some 
future  event,  which  it  is  impossible 
for  man  to  know:  and  as  therefore  it 
must  come  from  God,  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  Prophecies  concerning 
Christ  was  a mark  by  which  he  should 
be  known,  and  a proof  jof  his  divine 
mission.  A series  of  prophecies  had. 
been  delivered  by  different  prophets, 
and  at  different  times,  through  a long 
succession  of  ages,  which  were  fulfilled 
in  him,  and  in  him  alone.  The  history 
of  his  life  and  death  is  only  a repetition 
of  them ; and  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment entirely  agreed,  the  former  in  fore- 
telling what  should  happen  to  him,  and 
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the  latter  in  relating  those  very  circum- 
cumstances  as  they  really  happened. 

It  was  foretold  that  the  Messiah  should 
be  born  of  a- virgin,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
of  the  house  of  David,  and  in  the  town 
of  Bethlehem : and  all  the  prophecies 
thus  pointing  out  the  family,  the  place, 
and  the  manner  of  his  birth,  exactly 
came  to  pass.— It  was  foretold  by  Hag- 
gai,  that  He  would  come,  while  the  se- 
cond temple  was  standing;  and  by  Da- 
niel, that  he  would  be  cut  off’,  and  the 
city  and  santuary  be  destroyed  at  the  end 
of  seventy  weeks  from  the  going  forth  of 
the  command  (which  was  givdn  to  Ezra) 
to  restore  and  rebuild  Jerusalem  ,• — that  is, 
at  the  end  of  four  hundred  and  ninety 
years  from  that  period : for  the  weeks 
are  weeks  of  years  ; each  week  contain- 
ing seven  years,  like  the  sabbaths  of  years 
mentioned  in  the  twenty-first  chapter  of 
Leviticus.  And  accordingly  at  that  time 
Christ  was  cut  off  to  make  reconciliation 
for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlasting 
righteousness}  and  upon  his  death  the 
Mosaic  Economy  was  abolished,  the  sa- 
crifice and  oblation  ceased,  the  Jews 
were  no  longer  a peculiar  people,  and 
Jerusalem  v/as  no  longer,  a holy  city  unto 
■ God. 

Several  minute  circumstances  also, 
which  had  been  specified  by  the  pro- 
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phets,  were  punctually  accomplished : 
and  if  you  compare  them  with  the 
Evangelists,  you  will  see,  that  not  a tit- 
tle fell  to  the  ground.  You  read  in 
Zechqriah, . They  weighed  for  my  price 
thirty  pieces  qf  silver ; and  you  read  in, 
St,  Matthew,  that  Judas  sold  Jesus  for 
that  very  siun.— You  read  in  the^  Psalms, 
that  they  pierced  both  his  hands'  and  his 
feet ; and  you  read  in  the  Gospel,  that 
Iw  was  crucified and  that  he  afterwards 
shewed  his  disciples  the  print  of  the  nails, 
wnth  which  he  had  been  fastened  to  the 
cross. — Isaiah  foretold,  that  he  should  be 
numbered  with  transgressors and  the 
Evangelist  tells  you,  that  he  was  a'ucified 
between  two  thieves. 

As  Christ  therefore  appeared  exactly 
at  the  time  appointed  by  the  prophets 
for  his  coming  j and  as  the  various  marks 
and  characters,'  which  they  had  given 
of  him,  are  found  to  agree  and  unite  in 
him,  and  in  no  other,  we  have  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  he  was  the  Messiah, 
who  was  to  come  into  the  world ; and 
to  be  thankful  for  this  great  evidence  of 
the  divine  authority  of  his  mission,  and 
the  truth  of  his  Religion. 

By  the  prophecies  concerning  Christ, 
the  expectation  of  him  was  continually 
preserved  among  the  Jews : they,  who 
had  but  a distant  and  imperfect  view  of 
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his  coming,  rejoiced  at  it:  and  under 
all  their  troubles  and  calamilies  they 
drew  comfort  from  the  promise  of  a Sa- 
viour, of  whose  kingdom  there  should  be  no 
end.  Unto  this  promise,  the  twelve  tribes, 
instantly  serving  God  day  and  night,  hoped 
to  come,  We  should  learn  to  act 

over  again  the  same  virtue  with  the 
saints  of  old ; and  as  they  saw  the  pro- 
mises of  God  afar  off,  and  yet  embraced 
them,  so  we  should  look  up  to  God,  as 
true  and  firm  to  his  engagements,  and 
worthy  of  our  entire  trust  and  confi- 
dence. We  should  rely  upon  his  pro- 
mises, which  relate  to  a future  state,  we 
should  prepare  ourselves  for  the  second 
coming  of  Christ,  and  fix  our  eye  on 
that  blessed  inheritance,  which  is  re- 
served in  heaven  for  his  faithful  servants. 
Let  us  bring  down  the  distant  good  into 
our  hearts ; let  us  shew  the  influence  of 
it  in  our  lives;  and  by  a patient  continu- 
ance in  well-doing,  seek  for  gloiy,  honour, 
and  immortality,  and  after  we  have  done 
the  will  of  God  ice  may  inherit  the  pro- 
mises. 
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CHAP.  XLIX. 

THE  MIRACLES  OF  CHRIST. 

AS  a Prophecy  is  the  declaration  of 
some  future  event,  which  it, is  im- 
possible for  man  to  know  j so  a Miracle 
is  an  action,  which  it  is  above  the  natu- 
ral power  of  man  to  perform.  It  can- 
not be  accounted  for  by  the  common 
course  of  Providence,  and  the  known 
laws  of  Nature,  and  must  therefore  be 
done  by  the  immediate  assistance  of 
Him,  to  whom  Nature  herself  owes  her 
being.  TTe  know^  said  Nicodemus,  a 
ruler  of  the  Jerm,  to  Jesus,  Thou  art  a 
teacher  come  from  God  ; for  m man  can  do 
these  miracles,  which  thou  doest,  except 
God  be  with  him.  , 

All  marks  and  characters  which  may 
be  naturally  expected  in  true  and  ge- 
nuine miracles,  are  to  be  found  in  those 
done  be  Christ. — ^They  were  very  nu- 
merous ; — they  were  various  in  their 
kind and  were  very  frequently  re- 
peated.— ^They  were  wrought  Openly, 
in  the  face  of  the  Sun,  before  a whole 
nation  of  witnesses,  who  were  his  ene- 
mies.— ^They  were  all  likewise  of  the 
compassionate  and  friendly  kind as 
of  Supernatural  power,  so  of  Godlike 
Beneficence  j perfectly  agreeing  witl^ 
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the  design  of  his  coming  into  the  world, 
and  with  the  doctrine  which  they  were 
intended  to  support. 

Look  into  the  Gospel,  and  yCu  will 
find  him  speaking  as  the  Lord  of  nature, 
and  having  all  the  powers  of  nature  at 
his  command.  He  spake  the  word  only, 
and  instantly  the  Sick  were  restored  to 
health,  the  Blind  received  sight,  the 
Lame  were  made  to  walk,  the  Deaf  to 
hear,  and  the  Dumb  to  speak.—/  will, 
be  thou  clean,  said  he  to  the  leper,  and 
immediately  his  leprosy  was  cleansed. — 
Peace,  he  still,  said  he  to  the  stoimy  wind 
and  the  raging  sea,  and  immediately  the 
wind  ceased,  and  there  was  a great  calm. 
He  spake  to  the  dead  daughter  of  Jairus, 
Damsel,  I say  unto  thee,  arise ; and  she 
arose. — He  called  to  Lazarus,  Come  forth, 
and  he  who  had  lain  four  days  in  the 
grave,  came  forth. 

But  the  miracles  whidi  are  recorded 
in  the  New  Testament,  are  but  a small 
part  of  the  whole  number,  which  our 
Saviour  performed.  There  were  many 
others,  equally  credible  and  authentic ; 
too  many,  indeed,  to  be  distinctly  re- 
lated : and  therefore  w'e  frequently  meet 
with  only  general  accounts  of  great 
numbers  performed  in  this  or  that  place, 
without  any  mention  of  the  particular 
circumstances  or  obj  ects.  Thus  we  read 
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ia  Saint  Matthew,  Jesus  zvent  abmt  all 
Galilte.,  teaching  in  their  synagogues^  and 
preaching  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom,  and 
healing  all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all 
manner  of  disease  among  the  people : and, 
his  fame  zvent  through  all  Syria.  And 
they  brought  unto  him  all  sick  people,  that 
were  taken  zoith  diverse  diseases  and  tor- 
ments, and  those  zvhich  zcere  possessed  with 
devils,  and  those  which  zsyere  lunatic,  and 
those  which  had  the  palsy  : and  he  healed 
them.  And  again.  When  the  men  of  that 
place  (namely,  Gennesaret)  had  know- 
ledge cf  him,  they  sent  out  into  all  that 
cpunlry  round  about,  and  brought  unto  him 
all  that  were  diseased,  and  besought  him, 
that  they  might  only  touch  the  Kern  of  his 
garment.  And  as  many  as  touched,  were 
made  perfectly  whole. 

How  pleasing  to  survey  such  multi- 
tudes of  our  fellow-creatures  receiving 
immediate  comfort  from  the  miraculous 
power  of  our  Saviour  J How  do  we  par- 
take of  the  joy  which  he  diffused  through 
many  a mournful  family,  by  restoring  a 
sick  parent  to  health,  or  raising  a dead 
child  to  life  ! And  how  do  these  reflec- 
tions cherish  and  improve  our  own  bene- 
wlence,  and  inspire  and  animate  the 
love  of  doing  good  1 

How  pleasing  also  to  consider  the  mi- 
racles of  Christ,  as  immediate  attesta- 
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tionPfrom  the  Father  to  the  truth  of  his 
mission,  and  thfe  Divinity  of  his  doctrine ! 
He  himself  appeals  to  them  upon  this 
very  ground  \ If  I do  not  the  zcorks  of 
my  Father,  such  works  as  no  man  can 
do,  except  God  be  with  him,  believe  me 
not : but  if  I do,  though  you  believe  not 
me,  m.erely,  on  my  own  word  and  testi- 
mony, yet  believe  the  works, — which  are 
the  testimony  of  God,  and  which  I do 
by  his  power  and  in  his  name  5 —that  ye 
may  know  and  believe  that  the  Father  is 
in  me, — by  the  divine  power  of  working 
miracles — and  I in  him, — as  having  his 
commission,  knowing  his  will,  and  act-* 
ing  by  his  authority. 

Would  God  have  i‘ecommehded  the 
doctrines  of  the  gospel,  by  his  immediate 
interposition,  if  they  had  not  been  true, 
and  promotive  of  the  happiness  of  man  ? 
Would  He  thus  have  set  his  own  pecu- 
liar seal  to  them  ? Would  He,  by  such 
a special  voice,  have  home  witness  to 
Christ,  and  called  upon  all  men  to  be- 
lieve in  and  obey  him,  if  he  had  not 
lieen  indeed  the  Messiah,  the  Saviour  of 
the  world  ? • 

Let  these  considerations  establish  our 
minds  in  the  Christian  faith,  and  lead  us 
to  the  grand  designs  of  the  gospel ; in 
confirmation  of  Svhich  the  miracles  of 
Christ  were  wrought.  The  great  aim 
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and  intention  of  Christianitj'-,  is  toj^rilfg' 
us  to  repentance ; to  purify  and  warm 
the  heart ; to  restore  that  image  of  God 
which  was  defaced  by  the  fall ; and  to 
create  us  unto  all  good  works.  Submit 
then  to  the  authority  of  Christ,  embrace 
bis  <loctrine,  follow  his  example,  and 
obey  his  precepts : for  hotv  shall  we  es- 
cape, if  toe  neglect  so  great  solvation,  which 
at  first  began  to  be  spoken  In/  the  Lord } 
who  was  a man  approved  of  God,  bp  mira- 
cles and  wonders  and  signs,  which  God  did 
by  him  in  the  midst  of  the  people. 


CHAP.  L.  ^ 

THE  SACRAMENTS. 

The  Christiani  Religion  is  an  institu- 
tion, of  great  plainness  and  sim- 
plicity ; yet  as  men,  forming  a religious 
society,  must  have  some  outward  rif^ 
of  worship  ; and  as  proper  emblems  and 
representations  naturally  tend  to  pro- 
mote meditation,  and  excite  devotion, 
our  Saviour  has  required  the  observance 
of  two  positive  rites,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Sacraments,  and 
called  Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
Baptism  consists  in  washing  or  sprink-* 
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liilg  Ae  body  with  water,  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
and  the  outward  form  is  the  sign  of  an 
inward  and  spiritual  grace.  It  is  a me- 
morial of  that  purity  of  mind,  and  man- 
ners, which,  as  Christians,  we  are  bound 
to  preserve.  And  as  Water,  the  emblem 
of  purity,  is  in  daily  constant  use,  it 
may  bring  to  our  mind,  every  hour  we 
live,  the  obligations  of  our  Baptism,  and 
teach  us  to  keep  our  souls  and  bodies 
untainted  with  any  moral  impurity. 

We  are  solemnly  admitted  by  it  into 
the  profession  of  the  Christian  faith,  and 
are  bound  to  live  suitably  to  that  pro- 
fession. We  therein  dedicate  ourselves, 
to  the  service  and  worship  of  God  the 
Father,  who  created  us ; — to  the  obedi- 
ence and  imitation  of  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  who  redeemd  us  ; — and  to  the  doc- 
trine and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  sanctified  us.  We  become,  accord- 
ing to  the  Christian  covenant,  entitled 
td  the  benefits  and  privileges,  which 
God  has  promised  on  his  part ; we  are 
made  members  of  Christ,  children  of 
God,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven ; and  we  are  bound  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  or  obligations  on  our  part ; 
which  are — First,  To.  renounce  all  sin 
and  wickedness  Secondly,  To  believe 
what  God  has  taught  in  his  holy  word ; 
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and, — Thirdly,  To  keep  his  command- 
.nients  all  the  days  of  our  lives. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  infants  cannot 
of  themselves  expressly  promise  to  ful- 
fil these  conditions : but  their  sureties, 
their  God-fathers  and  God-mothers,  pro- 
mise for  them  j and,  if  the  parents  ne- 
glect it,  are  bound  to  instruct  them  in 
the  articles  of  the  Christian  faith,  and 
the  nature  of  the  Christian  duties,  that 
they  may  believe  and  obey  the  will  of 
God.  And  as  soon  as  they  come  to 
years  of  discretion,  and  understand  the 
nature  and  obligation  of  that  promise, 
which  was  made  in  their  names  at  their 
Baptism,  they  must  choose  for  them- 
selves : they  must  either  renounce  and 
disclaim  it,  or  approve  and  confirm  it, 
making  it  their  own  act  and  deed,  and 
resolving  to  abide  by  it.  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  ceremony  of  Confirmation  was 
instituted;  an  ilhcient  usage,  handed 
down  to  us  from  the  beginning  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  capable,  if  duly  observed, 
of  producing  the  most  noble  fruits.  For 
what  can  be  more  likely  to  preserve 
young  persons  from  the  snares  and  dan- 
gers of  the  world,  than  to  renew  the 
baptismal  covenant;  to  take  it  freely 
upon  themselves,  and  form  ,a  serious 
resolution  of  keeping  it  to  the  end  of 
their  lives  ? What  a warm  and  lasting 
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impression  must  it  make  upon  their 
minds,  thus  to  surrender  themselves  en- 
tirely to  God,  in.  the  face  of  the  church, 
and  before  a large  congregation  ; while 
the  Bishop  lays  his  hand  upon  the  head 
of  each,  and  solemnly  prays,  that  God 
may  Defend  them  with  his  heavenly  grace  ; 
that  they  may  continue  his  children  for  every 
and  daily  irwrease  in  his  Holy  Spirit,  tilt 
they  come  to  his  everlasting  kingdom  ? — 
And  will  not  the  sense  of  the  vows  which 
are  upon  them,  strengthen  them  after- 
wards in  an  hour,  of  temptation  j spur 
them  on  to  every  good  work,  and  excite 
a becoming  zeal  in  preparing  themselves 
for  the  complete  communion  of  the 
church,  and  the  participation  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  ? 

The  Lord’s  Supper  was  instituted  for 
the  continual  remembrance  of  the  death 
of  Christ : we  eat  bread  in  remembrance 
of  his  body  broken,  and  we  drink  wine 
in  token  of  the  shedding  of  his  blood, 
that  thus  his  death  may  be  represented 
and  shewn  forth  till  he  come  again  for 
the  final  salvation  of  his  people. 

It  is  the  express  direction  of  our  Sa- 
viour, Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.— 
The  words  carry  a plain  obligation  with 
them,  which  no  Christian  can  evade : 
they  contain  as  clear  a command  as  any 
other  precept  in  the  whole  New  Testa- 
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meiit.  And  did  Christ  give  this  com- 
mand without  intending  that  it  should 
be  obeyed  ? Did  he  leave  us  at  liberty 
to  attend  or  not  attend  it  ? And  can  we 
have  the  courage  to  tell  him,  that  though 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  command  it, 
we  did  not  think  necessary  to  comply 
with  it  ? 

What  less  can  we  do,  as  a mark  of 
our  Love  and  Gratitude  ? Did  he  divest 
himself  of  all  his  glory  in  heaven did 
he  take  upon  himself  our  nature,  with 
all  its  pains  and  infirmities  ; did  he  sub- 
mit to  the  agonies  of  a bitter  deathi 
that  we  might  be  pardoned,  reconciled, 
and  live  for  ever  ? And  what  less  return 
can  we  make,  than  to  eat  and  drink  at 
his  table  in  remembrance  of  him  ?— 
Though  we  can  never  sufficiently  praise 
that  compassion,  which  hath  thus  ran- 
somed us  from  sin  and  death,  yet  let  us 
gratefully  remember  it:  let  us  admire 
and  adore  it : let  us  keep  a warm  sense 
of  it  always  in  the  heart,  and  do  u'^iat 
we  can  to  convey  the  remembrance  of 
it  to  all  future  ages. 

But  it  is  an  institution  calculated  for 
our  good  ; and  our  interest  calls  us  to  a 
frequent  attendance  upon  it.  It  hath  a 
powerful  influence  to  confirm  our  faith, 
to  strengthen  our  good  resolutions,  to 
arm  us  against  the  temptations  of  life. 
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and  to  improve  us  in  every  thing  that 
is  worthy  of  men  and  of  Christians.— 
While  we  contemplate  the  freedom  and 
riches  of  divine  mercy,  and  cherish 
those  dispositions  of  mind  which  are 
suited  to  the  solemnity,  the  world  loses 
its  power  over  us  : every  inordinate  pas- 
sion is  subdued  : the  love  of  virtue  glows 
in  the  breast ; arid  w'e  feel  that  fervor  of 
devotion,  that  purity  of  soul,  and  that 
energy  of  joy,  which  are  the  emblem 
and  the  foretaste  of  heaven. 

There  is  no  limitation  of  age  for  per- 
sons coming  to  the  Lord’s  Supper  : — It 
is  indeed  impossible,  on  account  of  the 
different  capacities  and  opportunities  of 
improvement,  to  fix  a certain  precise 
time  of  life  for  that  purpose : but  you 
ought  to  come  as  soon  as  you  are  capa- 
ble of  understanding  the  nature  of  the 
institution  : — You  ought  to  come  as  soon 
as  you  are  fit  for  it,  at  whatever  age  it 
be  : the  sooner  the  better. — Early  at- 
tendance is  peculiarly  pleasing  to  God; 
He  will  bless  the  youthful  pursuits  of 
virtue : He  will  smile  upon  the  young 
votaries,  who  present  themselves  at  his 
table,  and  treat  them  with  distinguish- 
ing favour.  They  shall  be  His  in  the  day 
when  he  maketh  up  his  jewels  ; their  names 
are  written  in  heaven. 

Blessed  Saviour,  I own  thy  love : 
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I submit  to  thy  command  : I am . deter- 
mined to  remember  tliee  in  thy  Holy 
Supper.  I resolve  to* go  soon  to  thine 
altar ; and  there,  in  the  most  unreserved 
manner,  to  present  myself  a holy,  living 
sacrifice  unto  the,  and  renew  my  covenant 
never  to  be  broken,  I resolve  to  follow 
thee  as  my  Pattern ; to  obey  thee  as 
my  Master ; and  to  confide  in  thee  as 
mj’’  all  powerful  Mediator.  May  I re- 
ceive, with  becoming  dispositions  of 
mind,  the  pledges  of  thy  love,  and  the 
memorials  of  thy  death  ; and  under 
their  sacred  influence,  may  I go  on,  as 
far  as  I can,  to  perfect  holiness  in  the  fear 
of  God,  and  be  at-  length  received  into 
the  habitations  of  eternal  righteousness 
and  peace. 


CHAP.  LI. 

THE  RESURRECTION  AND  ASCENSION 
OF  CHRIST. 

OUR  Saviour,  having  died  upon  the 
cross,  was  buried  by  Joseph  of  Ari- 
mathea,  in  a new  tomb,  which  had  been 
hewn  out.  of  a rock,  and  in  which  never 
man  was  laid : And  as  he  had  foretold, 
that  after  three  days  he  zvoidd  rise  again, 
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the  chief  priests  and  rulers  of  the  Jews^^ 
in  order  to  prevent  arty  deception  and 
imposition,  made  the  sepukhre  sure,  seal- 
ing the  stone,  and  setting  a watch.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  their  precaution,  on 
the  third  day  the  seal  was  broken,  the 
stone  rolled  away,  and  the  body  of 
Jesus  M'as  gone.  He  rose  in  the  pre- 
sence and  to  the  great  amazement  of 
the  Roman  guard,  ivko  shook  and  became 
as  dead  men : some  of  whom,  after  they 
had  recollected  themselves,  went  into 
the  city,  and  shewed  unto  the  chief 
priests  all  the  particular  circumstances 
of  this  awful  transaction. 

Our  Lord  appeared  to  his  disciples, 
after  he  was  risen,  not  opce  only,  but 
often  ; not  in  a hasty  transient  way,  but 
for  a considerable  time  together  j he 
travelled  with  them ; discoursed  with 
them ; ate  and  drank,  wdth  them  ; 
shewed  them  his  hands  and  his  feet,  and 
the  marks  of  those  wounds  which  he 
had  received  on  the  cross : and  when, 
one  of  them  refused  to  believe  on  the 
testimony  of  the  rest,  and  required  a 
particular  kind  of  conviction.  He  con-^ 
descended  to  satisfy  his  over  scrupulous 
disciple,  saying  unto  him.  Reach  hither 
thy  .finget',  and  behold  and  examine  my 
hands ; and  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and 
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ihrust  it  into  my  side,  and  be  not  faithless, 
but  believhig. 

When  he  had  fully  convinced  the 
Apostles,  by  many  infallible  proofs,  of  the 
reality  of  his  resurrection,  and  given 
them  all  necessary  directions  for  the 
discharge  of  their  office,  he  led  them 
out  to  Bethariy  ; where,  while  he  was  in 
the  midst  of  them,  instructing  and  Wes'- 
sing  them,  he  was  parted  from  them ; 
and  while  they  beheld  him,  and  their 
eyes  were  fixed  on  him,  he  was  carried 
lip  by  a slow  gradual  ascent,  till  a bright 
cloud  received  him  out  of  their  sight. 
Thus  he'  ascended  into  heaven,  where 
he  sat  down  at  the  right  hand  of  God  ; 
that  is,  was  crowned  with  glory  and-  ho-' 
nour,  angels  and  authorities  and  potvers 
being  made  subject  unto  him.  There  he 
still  carries  on,  as  our  great  High-Priest, 
the  gracious  design  for  which  he  came 
into  the  world,  and  ever  liveth  to  make 
intercession  for  us.  There  he  reigns  the 
animating  though  invisible  head  of  the 
church,  which  he  founded  upon  earth, 
and  which  he  will  cherish  and  support 
even  to  the  end  of  the  zcorld.  And  from '' 
thence  he  will  return  with-  power  and' 
glory  to  judge  the  whole  human  race, 
and -to  dispense  the  blessings  of  eter- 
nity. 

The  resurrection  and  ascension  of  our 
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blessed  Lord,  fully  vindicate  the  inte- 
grity of  his  character : justify  his  claim . 
as  the  Sou  of  God  and  Saviour  of  the 
world  ; and  prove  the  truth  and  efficacy 
of  his  whole  mediation.  With  w'hat 
pleasure  therefore  should  we  remember 
a risen  and  exalted  Redeemer!  With 
what  satisfaction  may  we  put  ourselves 
under  his  protection  I With  what  entire 
confidence  may  we  rest  in  his  promises  ! 
/ mh  going,  says  he,  to  prepare  a place 
'for  you  ; that  where  I am,  there  ye  may 
be  also.  Because  I live,  ye  shall  live 
abo. 

• Meditate  upon  these  truths  with 
grateful  adoration  and  praise : Let  them 
have  their  genuine  influence  in  purify- 
ing the  heart  from  every  low  earth-born 
desire,  and  forming  you  to  a divine  and 
heavenly  temper.  Remember,  that  Je- 
sus, though  crucified  and  slain,  lives  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  to  plead  your 
cause.  Go,  and  remember  the  almighty 
power,  which  raised  him  from  the  dead, 
and  exalted  him  to^  be  a Prince  and  a Sa- 
viour. Go  rise  with  him,  and  walk  in 
nezvness  of  life  : set  your  affections  on 
things  above : have  your  conversation  in 
heaven ; and  rest  assured,  that  He,  zvho 
died  for  our  sins,  and  rose  again  for  our 
justification,  will  shew  you  the  path  of  life  ; 
and  that,  when  Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall 
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nppear,  then  shall  ye  also  appear  with  him 
in  glory. 

CHAP.  LII. 

THE  DESCENT  OF  THE  HOLY  GHOSJ. 

S our  Saviour  knew,  that  lire  death 


would  overwhelm  his  Apostles  with 
dread  and  despair;  and  that  they  could 
not,  without  some  special  aid,  be  qua- 
lified for  preaching  the  gospel  with  suc- 
cess, and  carrying  on  his  gracious  pur- 
poses for  the  salvation  of  men ; He  pre- 
viously animated  them  with  an  encou- 
raging promise  of  assistance,  requisite 
for  all  their  future  engagements ; and 
most  afiectionately  told  them,  I will  not 
leave  you  comfortless ; for  after  I am  risen 
from  the  dead,  and  ascended  to  the  place 
from  whence  I came,  I will  p'oy  to  my , 
Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another 
Comforter.  And  when  he  is  come,  he  will 
guide  you  into  all  truth : he  xoill  shew  you 
things  to  come : he  will  bring  to  your  re~ 
membrance  whatsoever  I have  said  unto 
you : he  will  teach  you  all  things,  and 
abide  with  you  for  ever. — ^And  justbefofe 
^ his  ascension,  being  assembled  together 
with  his  Apostles,  he  commanded  them, 
that  they  should  mot  depart  from  Jerusa” 
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le^n,  hut  skowld  remain  there  for  the  pro- 
mise of  the  Father ; for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  promise,  which  lie  h^id 
made  them  in  his  Father’s  name.  Fe 
shall^  receive  power  (saith  Christ)  after 
thai  the  Holy'  Ghost  is  come  upon  you; 
and  ye  shall  he  witnesses  to  me  in  Jerusa- 
lem, and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria, 
and  unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

Accordingly,  about  ten  days  after  his 
ascension,  lohen  the  day  of  Pentecost  was 
fully  come,  and  they  were  all  with  one 
accord  in  one  place,  there  came  suddenly 
a sound  from  heaven,  as  of  a rushing 
mighty  wind,  and  it  filed  all  the  house 
where  they  were  sitting.  And  there  ap- 
peared unto  them  cloven  tongues,  like  as 
of  fre,  (tongues  which  seemed  to  be 
divided  in  the  midst,  and  were  bright 
and  sparkling  like  fire;),  and  this  em- 
blem of  the  Divine  Spirit  sat  upon  each 
■of  them  ; and  they  were  all  filed  with  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

The  Holy  Ghost,  or  Spirit,  is  a Being 
<Jistinct  from  the  Father  and  the  Son : 
He  is  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son, 
proceeding  from  them  as  the  Spirit  of 
both.  The  sacred  scriptures  speak  of 
him,  as  another  person,  and  ascribe  to 
him  all  sorts  of  personal  characters  and 
properties  : they  also  join  him  with  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  on  equal  terms. 
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and  represent  him  as  partaking  of  the 
same  authority  and  perfections,  and 
therefore  of  the  same  nature  with  them- 
This  is  the  language  of  our  Saviour  to 
his  Apostles,  Go  ye  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  therA  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. — 
To  the  same  purpose  is  that  Apostolical 
benediction.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  .and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  Holy  Ghost  s be  with  you 
all. 

In-consequerice  of  this  divine  effusion, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  immediately  upon  his 
descent  from  heaven,  undertook  the  im- 
portant office  of  Guide  and  Comforter 
to  tire  Apostles.  He  inspired  them  with 
the  knowledge  of  all  languages,  so  that 
men  of  every  nation  under  heaven,  heard: 
them  speak  in  their  own  tongue  the  wonder- 
ful works  of  God.  He  gave  them  power 
to  inculcate  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel 
with  such  force  of  reasoning,  as  all  their 
adversaries  could  not  gainsay  or  resist ; 
and  also  to  confirm  their  authority  % 
many  signs  and  wonders,  by  diverse  mira- 
cles and  spiritual  gifts.  And  he  fortified 
their  minds  with  so  much  courage  and 
patience,  that  they  resolved  to  submit 
to  shame,  persecution,  and  every  kind 
of  distress  which  could  possibly  befal 
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them,  rather  than  desert  the  cause  of- 
Christ,  and  renounce  his  religion. 

The  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Sj4i*it  were  only  for  a time  ; they  were 
bestowed  upon  the  Apostles  and  firs^ 
preachers  of  Christianity,  for  the  con- 
firmation and  establishment  of  tlie 
Truth : and  when  tins  end  was  answer- 
ed, when  Christianity  was  grown  from 
a state  of  infancy  to  full  vigour  and 
maturity,  and  Princes  became  the  pa- 
trons of  it,  then  these  temporary  aids  of 
tongues,  prophecies,  and  miracles  were 
taken  away.  But,  besides  those  mira- 
culous powers,  which  were  communi- 
cated only  to  some  few,  there  is  an  in- 
fluence of  the  moral  kind,  which  is  com- 
municated to  all ; the  saving  and  sanc- 
tifying gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit  still 
remain,  and  he  abides  with  the  disciples 
of  Christ  for  ever ; to  enlighten  their 
'understandings,  to  purify  their  hearts, 
to  guard  them  from  temptation,  to  com- 
fort and  support  them  in  affliction,  and 
to  be  as  a pledge  or  earnest  of  the  fu- 
ture glorious  inheritance,  which  is  set 
, before  them  in  the  gospel. 

^his  aid  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  totally 
consistent  with  the  use  of  Reason,  and 
the  exercise  of  our  natural  powers. — 
Whate^r  may  be  the  efficacy  of  his> 
influences  upon  the  mind,  we  are  still 
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free,  and  at  full  liberty!  to  rejfeot  dheom-v 
ply  with  them.  We  must  net  be  en-  - ^ 
tirely  passive,  like  paerfe  machine?  j btit 
must  attend  his  motions,  follow  lVig..gU|^- 
ance,  and  p]|^y  his  suggestions.  'The 
divine  grace,  far  from  being  an  argu- 
ment for  sloth,  is  an  encouragement  to 
labour.  While  God  works  in  us  and  for 
us,  we  must  also  work  for  ourselves.— 
God  worketh  in  you,  saith  the  Apostle,  . 

■ both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his,  (non  good  pka^ff 
sure;  he  giveth  you  power  to  act,  aiid  ' 
therefore,  because  he  giveth  you  power, 
zvork  out  your  oum  salvation.  Our  endea- 
vours cannot  save  us  without  his  aid ; 
nor  will  his  aid  save  us  without  our  en- 
deavours ; both  must  concur  : we  must 
be  workers  together  with  him  ; we  must 
be  diligent,  in  order  to  make  our  calling 
and  electian  sure.  . 

In  the  Communication  of  Divine 
Grace  there  is  no  outward  sensible  ope-  | 
ration ; the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  the 
only  sure  evidence  of  our  being  under 
his  guidance.  There  is  no  foundation 
in  the  Word  of  God  for  those  bodily 
impressions,  those  inward  feelings,  th^^v  . 
.visions  and  illuminations*  which-^ome' I- 
have  laid  down  as  the  only  proof  of  his 
assistance.  These  indeed  are  the  fruits  / 
of  an  over-heated  imagination jfud  en- 
thusiastic phrenzv  ; hvX  the  fruits' of  the 
“T  3 
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Spirit  are  Love,  Joy,  Peace,  Goodness, 
Righteousness,  Truth,  and  all  the  amia- 
ble virtues  of  the  Christian  life. — Who- 
soe'er is  bom  of  God — whosoever  is  re- 
newed in  his  nature,  and  led  by  the 
Spirit  of  God — doth  not  Tormnit  sin; — 
doth  not  allow  himself  in  any  known 
vice — doth  not  commit  sin  wilfully  and 
habitually. — Whosoever  is  born  of  God 
overcometh  the  ivorld. — TVe  k?iow,  that 
God  by  his  Spirit  dzoelleth  in  us,  if  ice 
keep  his  commandments. 

Happy  in  the  promise,  that  God 
will  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask 
him,  let  us  frequently  and  fervently  pray 
for  the  invaluable  gift.  Let  us  come  zcith 
boldness  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  ice 
may  find  grace  to  help  in  every  time  of 
need.  Be  pleased,  O Lord,  to  sh^ 

" abroad  his  sanctifying  influences  on  our 
minds,  that  he  may  become  our  Com- 
forter and  our  Guide ; that  our  bodies 
may  be  preserved  as  his  pure  temples, 
dedicated  to  his  service,  and  animated 
by  his  presence : that  he  may  constant- 
ly dwell  in  our  hearts,  and  that  we  may 
be  one  with  Thee,  our  Creator,  Re-  ' 
deeraer,  and  Sanctifier,  for  ever. 


The  Aposhes^  211 

- CHAP.  LIII. 

THE  APOSTLES. 

The  Apostles  were  persons,  chosen 
by  our  Saviour  upon  his  first  en- 
trance on  his  public  ministry,  to  be 
witnesses  of  the  purity  of  his  life,  of  the 
doctrines  he  should  teach,  and  of  the 
miracles  he  should  perform.  Ye  have 
not  chosen  me,  says  he  to  them,  but  I 
have  chosen  you  to  be  my  Apostles  and 
embassadors ; and  have  ordained  yow-, 
that  you  should  go  into  the  most  distant 
countries,  and  bring  forth  much  fruit, 
in  converting  the  world  to  the  Christian 
Faith. 

The  belief  of  the  gospel  must  depend 
upon  testimony  of  some  sort  or  other  j 
and  while  we  see  the  folly  and  absur- 
dity of  demanding  such  evidence,  as 
the  nature  of  the  thing  will  not  admit, 
let  us  consider,  whetlier  the  evidence 
we  have,  the  evidence  of  the  Apostles, 
be  clear  and  satisfactory — whether  it  be 
such  as  may  reasonably  be  relied  on. 

As  the  Apostles  were  men  of  plgin 
sense  and  sound  unders^nding,  they 
were  capable  of  judging  concerning  the 
truth  of  the  facts  which  were  attested. 
They  appear  to  have  been  ever  present 
with  Christ  3 they  heard  all  his  words, 
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they  saw  all  his  works,  and  tlierefore 
they  could  not  have  been  deceived.  Did 
they  not  know,  that  they  attended  him 
through  his  whole  ministry  ? Did  they 
not  know,  that  they  had  familiarly  con- 
versed with  him,  and  had  actually  seen 
him  to  make  the  blind  to  see,  the  deaf 
to  hear,  the  lame  to  walk,  and  the  dead 
to  live  ? Did  they  not  know  that  he 
was  persecuted,  condemned,  and  cru- 
cified ? 

They  had  the  same  evidence  too  of 
fiis  Resurrection’  from  the  grave ; they 
knew  him  to  be  the  very  person  with 
whom  they  had  formerly  conversed. — 
Their  ears  and  eyes  and  hands  con- 
vinced them,  that  it  was  their  Master 
who  had  died  upon  the  cross.  They 
saw  and  felt  him  ; they  ate  and  drank 
with  him  ; and  during  an  intercourse  of 
forty  da^'^s,  they  had  the  same  infallible 
proofs  of  his  being  then  alive,  as  that 
he  ever  was  alive  at  all. 

There  is  another  and  still  stronger 
evidence  in  which  the  Apostles  could 
not  possibly  be  deceived.  The  Promise, 
which  our  Lord  had  given  them,  that 
after  his  departure,  he  ivoidd  send  them 
another  comforter,  even  the  Spirit  of  trtdh, 
who  shall  guide  them  into  all  truth,  was 
elfectvially  accomplished  in  them.  They 
found  themselves  flkd  with  the  Help 
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Ghost  $ and  were  convinced  by  what 
they  felt,  of  the  divine  power  of  Christ, 
and  the  truth  of  the  gospel.  They 
found  their  sentiments  quite  changed, 
iind  their  minds  illmninated  with  a clear 
and  distinct  view  of  the  Messiah  and 
his  kingdom.  They  found  tbemseh'es 
enabled  to  speak  all  languages,  and  to 
work  all  miracles.  These  gifts  of  the 
Spirit  therefore,  were  not  imaginary  and 
delusive ; but  real  communications  from 
heaven,  of  which  they  were  equally 
certain,  as  they  were  of  their  own  ex-' 
istence. 

And  as  there  is  the  strongest  proof, 
that  the  Apostles  could  not  be  deceived 
themselves ; so  there  is  no  just  ground 
for  suspicion,  that  they  had  any  inten- 
tion to  deceive  others. 

Look  into  the  characters  of  the  Apos- 
tles, and  you  will  find  nothing  of  craft 
and  deceit,  no  appearance  of  fraud  and 
wickedness,  in  any  part  of  their  beha- 
viour. Their  principles  ■were  worthy,' 
and  their  religion  rational:  their  tem- 
pers open  and  free,  their  manners  hum- 
ble and  benevolent,  and  their  sanctity 
pure  and  unblemished.  These  genuine 
marks  of  probity  and  piety  leave  no 
room  for  any  candid  judge,  to  suspect? 
their  veracity,  and  look  upon  them  as 
impostors.  • . 
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Miiat  view  indeed  could  they 
forge  d story  of  this  kind,  and  publish 
it  to  the  world  ? — Were  they  influenced 
by  the  love  of  fame,  and  an  ambitious 
hope  of  being  distinguished  as  the  heads 
and  founders  of  a new  sect  ? There  is 
no  part  of  their  conduct  which  can 
furnish  the  least  shadow  for  such  a 
charge.  Instead  of  setting  up  for  them- 
selves, and  acting  as  principals,  in  their 
own  name,  they  expressly  declared. 
We  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus 
the  Lard:  they  ascribed  to  him  the 
whole  merit  of  what  they  said  or  did, 
and  gloried  in  being  the  servants  of  a 
crucified  master. 

Was  there  any  appearance  of  gain 
and  prosperity  ? Had  they  any  prospect 
of  enriching  themselves  by  the  under- 
taking ? There  is  no  discovery  of  any 
instance  of  this  kind  in  their  Avri  tings : 
on  the  contrary,  they  appear  to  have  a 
contempt  for  riches,  to  renounce  all  self 
interest,  and  every  worldly  considera- 
tion. Instead  of  soothing  the  passions 
and  prejudices  of  men,  they  preached, 
plain  naked  truth  ungrateful  to  flesh 
and  blood : and  instead  of  courting  the 
mighty  and  the  noble,  who  might  raise 
them  to  power  and  affluence,  they 
preached  to  the  weak  and  the  base,  who. 
could  do  nothing  for  their  advantage. 
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The  great  end  they  had  in  view  was, 
to  recover  mankind  fi’om  idolatry  and 
sin  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the 
Gospel : and  this  end  they  pursued,  at 
the  hazard  of  every  thing  that  was  near 
and  dear  to  them.  They  saw  nothing 
before  them,  at  their  first  setting  out, 
but  hatred  and  contempt,  poverty  and 
persecution ; they  left  their  friends  and 
relations  j they  left  all  they  had,  and 
wandered  into  all  the  quarters  of  the 
earth,  exposing  themselves  to  infinite 
sufferings,  both  from  Jews  and  Gentiles. 
They  welcomed  every  difficulty  and 
danger  which  lay  in  the  way  of  their 
great  purpose,  and  at  last  sealed  with 
their  blood  the  doctrines  which  they 
preached. 

Are  these  the  marks  of  cheats  and 
impostors  ? Can  we  suppose,  that  such 
a number  of  persons,  of  obscure  birth 
and  mean  education,  without  learning 
and  without  authority,  should  under- 
take to  deceive  the  world,  and  propa- 
gate a falsehood  ? That  the^  should  re- 
nounce all  their  native  prejudices  and 
connexions,  sacrifice  their  ease  and  in- 
terest, and  expose  themselves  to  a va- 
riety of  wretchedness,  only  to  exalt  the 
name  and  honour  of  one  by  whom  (in 
this  view)  they  had  been  miserably  dis- 
appointed ?— that  they  should  lay  a plot. 
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as  it  were,  against  their  own  lives,  and 
contrive  a scheme  for  their  own  misery ; 
while  yet  they  appealed  to  the  future 
judgement  for  their. sincerity,  and  pro- 
fessed the  w'armest  hopes  of  a glorious 
reward  from  the  God  of  truth  ? — Can 
we  suppose  that  such  a number  of  men 
should  form  such  a plan,  and  go  through 
such  a scene,  merely  to  publish  doctrines 
which  they  themselves  did  not  believe  ; 
and  to  die  in  the  support  of  facts,  which 
they  knew  to  be  false?  Is  it  credible? 
Is  it  indeed  possible  ? 

I see  then  that  the  Apostles  were 
faithful  witnesses  i that  they  were  certain 
of  the  facts  which  they  preached,  and 
acted  under  their  influence,  steadily  and 
consistently,  from  a consciousness  of 
their  own  innocence,  and  a sincere  love 
of  truth.  I see  a Divine  Power  going 
every  where  along  with  them,  enabling 
them  to  speak  languages  which  they 
had  never  learned,  to  foretel  future 
events,  and  to  work  miracles  of  the 
most  extraordinary  kind.  I see  them 
carrying  the  Gospel  into  the  remotest 
regions  of  the  earth,  diflusing  its  sal u-. 
tary  rays  with  a rapid  and  amazing 
swiftness,  and  converting  the  world  to 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  I feel  the 
ground  therefore,  upon  wdiich  1 stand  as 
a Christian;  the  testimony  of  theApos- 
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ties  is  true;  their  doctrine  is  divine; 
Christ  is  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ; and 
my  faith  and  hope  are  built  upon  a rock, 
as  firm  and  as  durable  as  the  power  and 
the  goodness  of  God. 

* * /'  

CHAP.  LIV. 

THE  EPISTLES  'AND  THE  REVELATION 
OF  ST.  JOHN. 

WHEN  the  Apostles,  by  their 
preaching  the  Gospel  at  any 
place,  had  converted  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  persons,  they  formed  them  into  a 
distinct  congregation  for  divine  service, 
and  appointed  proper  ministers  to  attend 
the  offices  of  religion,  while  they  tra- 
velled on  to  otiier  countries.  But  in 
virtue  of  their  commission  from  Christ, 
they  still  retained  an  authority  over  the 
churches  which  they  had  founded ; and 
frequently  interposed  to  settle  contro- 
versies and  disputes,  to  give  laws  and 
constitutions  for  their  government,  and 
to  build  them  up  in  that  holy  faith  in 
which  they  had  been  instructed. 

Although  most  of  the  Epistles  were 
written  upon  particular  questions  of  dis-  ^ 
pute,  which  arose  from  the  first  planting 
of  Christianity,  and  to  correct  the  irre- 
gularities and  errors  of  those  churches 
to  which  they  were  directed ; yet  the 
Apostles  took  every  opportunity  of  in- 
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troducing  those  points  of  doctrine  and 
practice  which  were  of  universal  con- 
cern, and  profitable  for  the  instruction 
of  all  succeeding  ages.  We  find  them 
almost  every  w'here  explaining  the  Mys- 
teries of  the  Gospel,  setting  forth  the 
excellency  of  it,  and  pressing  men  to 
conform  to  its  pure  and  exalted  precepts. 

They  prove  the  universal  necessity  of 
such  a dispensation  as  the  Gospel,  to 
raise  men  from  the  ruins  of  nature,  and 
restore  them  from  a state  of  guilt  and 
condemnation  to  the  favour  of  God. 
They  set  forth  the  original  goodness  and 
raei;cy  of  the  Almighty  Father  towards 
us,  who,  upon  a foresight  of  the  vi'retch- 
ed  state  into  which  we  should  fall  by  our 
sins,  formed,  in  the  counsels  of  his  eter- 
nal grace,  the  glorious  design  of  our  re- 
covery. They  extol  the  wonderful  con- 
descension and  love  of  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  who  being  the  brightness  of 
the  Father's  glory,  and  the  express  image 
of  his  person^  became  a partaker  of  our 
fiesh  and  blood  ; and  having  heerrdeliver- 
ed  for  our  offences,  and  rahed  again  for 
our  justification,  is  able  to  save  them  to  the 
utterjnost  toko  come  unto  God  by  him,  see- 
ing he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for 
xis.  They  describe  the  manifold  bles- 
sings and  privileges,  which  flow  to  us 
from  the  divine  mercy  through  the  me- 
diation of  Christ  i and  lay  before  us  the 
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exceeding  great  and  precious  promises  ' 
of  a future  glory  and  felicity  in  the  king- 
dom of  Heaven.  They  represent  Faith 
or  Believing, ' as  the  Summary  of  m hat 
is  required  of  us  in  order  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  those  blessings  and  promises : 
but  .declare  expressly,  that  this  Faith 
signifies,  not  a mere  speculative  assent 
to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  but  a hearty 
and  practical  compliance  with  the  whole 
method  of  Salvation  held  forth  to  us 
through  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  no  con- 
tradiction between  the  Epistles  of  St. 
Paid  and  St.  James  upon  this  point ; they 
are  found,  on  a fair  state  of  their  doc- 
trines, to  agree  in  one  meaning,  and  to 
speak  the  same  opinion.  The  works  of 
the  Jewish  religion  ivill  not  save  yon,  says 
St.  Paid : nor  will  the  bare  empty  faith  of 
a Christian  save  you,  saith  St.  James. — A 
Faith,  which  is  fruitful  of  good  Avorks, 
will  save  you,  saith  St.  Paid  ; and  good 
works,  which  are  the  proper  fruits  of 
Faith,  will  save  you,  saith  St.  James. — It 
is  plain,  indeed,  from  a multitude  of  pas- 
sages in  the  Epistles,  that  the  Faith,  by 
which  Christians  are  justified  and  saved, 
is  a lively  and  efiicaeious  principle  of  re- 
ligion; it  is  such  a receiving  of  Christ, 
as  determineth  the  heart  to  walk  in  him ; 
it  is  a faith,  yvhich  purifieth  the  soul,,  and 
is  made  perfect  by  good  works,  xohich  they, 
who  have  believed  in  God,  shoidd  be  care-- 
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ful  to  maintain,  for  these  things  are  good 
and  profitable  unto  men. 

The  last  book  of  the  New  Testament 
is  called,  The  Revelation  of  St.  John,  from 
his  own  declaration  in  the  first  verse  of 
it ; The  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,  which 
God  gave  unto  him.,  and  which  he  signified 
by  his  angel  unto  his  servant  John. — St. 
John  was  distinguished  by  the  honoura- 
ble appellation  of  the  Beloved  Disciple  ; 
he  lay  in  the  bosom  of  his  Lord,  and 
from  thence  the  sacred  love  of  God  and 
man  was  transfused  into  his  breast : he 
was  eminently  endued  with  his  Master’s 
spirit,  and  the  sublimer  mysteries  of  his 
universal  kingdom  were  made  known  to 
him. 

There  are  several  Epistles  in  this  book 
of  Revelation  to  the  churches  of  Asia, 
which  John  had  planted,  or  at  least  cul- 
tivated and  improved.  The  subject  of 
them  is  very  nearly  the  same,  being 
either  a commendation  of  their  faith  and 
virtue,  or  a reproof  for  their  failings,  and 
an  exhortation  to  repentance  and  perse- 
verance. But  several  parts  of  this  book 
are  mysterious  and  prophetical,  and  ap- 
pear to  be  beyond  the  reach  and  com- 
prehension of  any  human  capacity. — ■ 
Many  pious  and  learned  men  in  all  ages 
of  the  church,  have  diligently  examined 
and  endeavoured  to  explain  these  w^rit- 
ings;  but  we  have  reason  to  believe. 
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that  they  have  never  yet  been  fully  un- 
derstood by  any  man.  They  seem, 
however,  in  general,  to  describe  the 
state  of  the  church,  at  that  time  in  which 
tiiey  were  written ; and  the  future  state 
of  it  to  the  end  of  the  world  ; the  things 
that  were,  and  the  things  that  shoidd  be 
hereafter.  • 

In  the  conclusion  of  this  wonderful 
book,  with  which  the  canon  of  scripture 
closes,  our  Blessed  Lord,  in  the  most 
awful  manner,  charges  the  Apostles  to 
denounce  a dreadful  sentence  of  con- 
demnation against  any  designed  altera- 
tion of  the  word  of  God.  If  any  man 
shall  add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  add 
vnto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  ip 
this  book  : and  if  any  man  shall  take  away 
fivm  the  words  of  the  book  of  this  Pro- 
phecy, God  shall  take  away  his  part  out  of 
the  book  of  life. — You  have  now  the 
whole  revelation  of  Christ,  abundantlv 
sufiicient  to  make  you  wise  unto  salvation. 
Receive  it  as  a sacred  trust,  to  be  pre- 
served inviolate  : and  never  be  tempted, 
by  a desire  of  soothing  your  own  pas- 
sions, or  the  passions  of  o'thers,  to  add 
to  it,  or  to  take  from  it.  You  are  now 
to  expect  no  more  interpositions ; no 
further  prophecies  ; no  new  revelations  ; 
for  they  are  needless.  There  will  be  no 
more  sacrifice  for  sin  ; not)ther  scheme  of 
salvation  3 no  other  offer  of  mercy.  But 
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when  onr  Lord  shall  come  again.  He 
will  come  in  his  glorious  majesty  to 
judge  both  the  quick  and  dead,  and  to 
give  to  every  man  according  to^  his  zoork. 
'And  //c,  who  testifieth  these  things,  saitJt, 
surely  I come  quickly.  To  which  graci- 
-ous  assurance  the  <ievout  heart  of  the 
Evangelist  immediately  replies,  and  may 
the  heart  of  eveiy  one  reply — Amen. 
Even  so,  come  Lord  Jesus. 


CHAP.  LV. 

THE  CONCLUSION. 

ALL  Scripture  is  given  by  Inspiration  of 
God.  Inspiration  is  a divine  influ- 
ence conveying  to  the  mind  stich  a de- 
gree of  knowledge,  as  it  coixld  not,  at 
that  time,  have  attained  by  the  usual 
exercise  of  its  faculties.  The  Apostles 
and  Evangelists  wrote  under  this  sacred 
influence:  and  Christians  in  all  ages 
have  reverenced  their  writings,  and  con- 
stantly appealed  to  them,  as  the  infalli- 
ble oracles  of  God. 

If  God  sent  his  Son  from  Heaven  with 
a divine  revelation  for  the  benefit  of  all 
men,  would  he  not  take  care,  that  the 
doctrines  He  taught,  and  the  facts  which 
confirmed  his  mission,  should  be  pre- 
served in  authentic  records  ? If  he  in- 
tended, that  the  Scriptures  should  be  a 
standard  of  faith,’  and  a rule  of  life,  for 
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tlie  {nstruction  of  all  nations  and  all 
ages,  would  He  not  guide  the  hands  of 
his  penmen,  and  secure  them  from  error? 
It  is  certain,  that  the  Apostles  received 
a supernatural  assistance  n\  preaching 
the  Gospel ; for  God  himself  bore  zc  if  ness 
to  them,  enabled  them  in  a moment,  by 
the  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  speak 
an  amazing  variety  of  languages,  and 
to  work  all  kinds  of  miracles  : and  is  it 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  less  care 
would  be  taken  of  their  writing  than  of 
their  spealdng  ?—We  have  strong  reason 
therefore  to  conclude,  that  the  Apostles 
wrote  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  s and  that  the  Scripture  is  not  the 
word  of  man,  but  the  word  of  God. — 
And  as  God  is  a Being  of  infinite  know- 
ledge, who  cannot  be  deceived  Himself, 
and  of  infinite  goodness,  who  will  not 
deceive  his  creatures,  it  follows,  that  his 
Word,  like  himself,  is  Light  and  Truth, 
and  in  it  is  no  falsehood  or  error  at  all. 
Several  dispiites  have  been  raised  con- 
cerning the  Nature  and  Degree  of  the 
Inspiration  of  Scripture ; but  the  plain 
account  of  the  matter  seems  to  be,  that 
in  cases  which  were  entirely  new  to  the 
Apostles,  and  beyond  their  understand- 
ing, they  wrote  from  the  immediate  sug- 
gestion of  the  Holy  Spirit : and,  in  cases 
where  they  themselves  had  perfect  know- 
ledge, That  sacred  person  only  ^o  far 
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presided  over  their  minds,  as  to  secure 
them  from  mistake  and  error,  leaving 
them  to  the  free  use  of  their  own  reason, 
and  to  express  their  thoughts  in  their 
own  w'ords.  ■ 

And  as  all  Scripture  is  given  bp  the  In- 
spiration of  God,  so  is  it  profitable  for  doc- 
trine, for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  in- 
struction in  righteousness.  It  is  a sufficient 
rule  both  of  faith  and  practice  ; a com- 
plete measure  of  what  is  necessary  to  be 
believed  or  done  by  us ; that  the  man  of 
God  map  he  perfect,  thoroughlp  furnished 
unto  all  good  works,  and  become  wise  unto 
salvation. 

What  a satisfaction  must  it  be  to  have 
in  our  hands  a book,  containing  the  ex- 
press will  of  God  concerning  us  1 What 
a comfort  to  be  safely  guided  through 
the  mazes  of  ignorances  and  darkness, 
and  to  have  the  Word  of  Truth  for  a lamp 
to  our  feet,  and  a light  to  our  paths  ! How 
thankful  should  we  be  for  it ! How  care- 
ful to  direct  our  thoughts  and  actions  by 
it ! How  attentive  in  perusing  those  holy 
Oracles,  which  offer  peace  and  pardon 
to  the  penitent,  and  bring  life  and  im- 
mortality to  light  ! 

The  Church  of  Rome  debars  the  com- 
mon people  from  reading  the  Bible  ; she 
locks  up  the  Scriptures  from  them,  and 
takes  the  kep  of  knowledge  out  of  their 
hands,  insisting,  that  they  haye  no  right 
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to  judge  for  themselves  in  matters  of 
faith,  and  ought  to  submit  implicitly  to 
her  interpretations  and  decisions.  The 
members  of  that  chur.ch  endeavour  to 
support  this  opinion  by  two  or  three 
texts  in  the  New  Testament : so  that 
they  would  convince  you  from  Scripture, 
that  you  have  no  right  to  judge  of  Scrip- 
ture which  is  a manifest  absurdity. — 
But  only  consider. — When  St.  PawZ  tells 
you.  Prove  all  things,  does  it  mean,  shut 
your  eyes,  and  follow  the  directions  of 
the  church  blindfold  ? — When  our  Savi- 
our tells  us.  Search  the  Scriptures,  does 
He  mean,  never  look  into  them  at  all  ? 
And  when  He  says.  Why  even  of  your- 
selves judge  ye  not  what  is  right,  does  he 
command  us  to  believe  without  enquiry, 
and  to  receive  the  doctrines  of  others, 
without  using  our  own  reason  and  judg- 
ment ? 

The  Church  of  England,  on  the  con- 
trary, invites  men  to  read  the  Bible,  to 
prove  the  doctrines,  whether  they  be  of 
God,  and  to  believe,  upon  a rational 
conviction  of  the  truth.  She  appeals  to 
the  Scriptures  in  all  questions,  which  are 
proper  to  be  tried  by  them  ; and  chear- 
fully  submits  all  her  Articles  and  Ordi- 
nances to  the  te.stof  the  written  w’ord  of 
God  ; being  well  assured,  that  the  more 
she  is  tried  and  understoodj  the  more  she 
will  be  approved ; and  that  every  inge- 
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nuotis  enquirer  wnll  become  a firm  and 
zealous  defender 

We  should  take  care,  howev^er,  to  peruse 
the  sacred  volumes  with  great- humility 
and  cautioh,  without,  any  prepossession 
and  prejudice ; not  straining  and  tortur- 
ing any  passages,  in  order  to  bend  them 
to  our  own  favourite  opinions,  but  fol- 
low Scripture  whithersoever  it  naturally 
leads  us.  Whoever  reads  the  Bible  with 
a view  to  collect  from  thence  a system  of' 
faith,  and  determine  truly  what  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  believed,  let  him  not  pick 
out  single  texts,  or  some  little  scraps  and 
separate  portions ; nor  let  him  expound 
any  difficult  places  in  opposition  to  those 
which  are  clear  and  easy  to  be  under- 
stood: but  let  him  consider  the  nature 
and  design  of  the  whole  revelation,  and 
attend  to  the'  coherence  and  connection 
of  the  particular  discourse  which  he  is 
reading,  the  occasion  of  its  having  been 
written,  and  the  true  scope  and  design 
of  each  passage.  - Let  him  also  read  at 
once  a whole  oook,  or  a whole  epistle, 
or  at  least  to  the  end  of  proper  periods, 
so  as  to  discover  the  thread  of  reason- 
ing, and  have  an  entire  view  of  the  sub- 
ject : and  let  him  make  it  an  inviolable 
rule  to  explain  doubtful  and  obscure 
parts  by  those  which  are  expressed  in  the 
clearest  and  most  simple  manner : for 
this  must  be  allowed  to  be  the  most  na- 
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tural  aud  reasonable  method  of  inter- 
preting and  understanding  them. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  men  to  enter 
into  perplexing  controversies  about  spe- 
culative points,  and  things  hard  to  be  2in~ 
der stood.  They  may  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  their  faith,  without  the  deep 
refinements  of  criticism.  The  way  to 
salvation  is  plain  and  obvious.  Common 
sense  and  common  honesty  are  the  main 
requisites  for  finding  it : and  if  they 
meet  with  any  difficulties  in  their  pro- 
gress, let  them,  with  a modest  teachable 
temper,  consult  their  proper  Ministers, 
who  have  dedicated  themselves  to  stu- 
dies of.  this  kind,  and  ai*e  appointed, 
under  God,  to  instruct  and  comfort 
those  who  are  in  doubt. 

We  should  read  the  Scriptures  also  with 
attention.  Instead  of  running  oyer  the 
words  with  a negligent  indilference,  as 
if  we  had  no  concern  or  interest  in  them, 
we  should  collect  our  wandering  thoughts 
and  consider  who  it  is  that  speaks  to  us 
there,  and  what  it  is  that  he  says.— If 
tliere  be  not  a close  attention,  there  can 
be  no  improvement ; all  our  reading 
will  make  nb  impression,  and  give  no 
satisfaction. 

Especially  let  us  attend  to  the  practical 
design  of  the  sacred  writings  ; for  the  end 
of  all  instruction,  of  all  revelation  itself, 
is  the  love  and  practice  of  Virtue.  This 
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is  the  life  and  soul  of  all  true  religion 
the  very  essence  of  that  last  and  best 
dispensation  of  the  Gospel,  which  is  that 
Grace  of  God  lohich  bringeth  salvation, 
teaching  us  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  arid 
godly  m this  present_  ivorld.  And  then 
only  shall  we  have  studied  the  Scriptures 
profitably  and  effectually,  when  we  have 
learned  to  practise  the  wisdom  lohich  is 
from  above,  and  purified  our  souls  in  obey- 
ing the  truth  thro7igh  the  Spirit,  tinto  un- 
feigned hve  of  the  brethren. 

To  our  own  weak  endeavours  for  this . 
important  purpose,  we  should  add  fre- 
quent and  fervent  prayers  to  God  for  the 
powerful  assistance  of  that  good  Spirit, 
who  indited  these  holy  writings,  and 
make  use  of  that  admirable  collect  which 
the  church  recommends  to  those  who  de- 
sire to  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  them. 

“ Blessed  Lord,  who  hast  caused  all 
“ Holy  Scriptures  to  be  written  for  our 
“ learning,  grant  that  we  may  in  such- 
“ wise  hear  them,  read,  mark,  learn, 

“ and  inwardly  digest  them  •,  that  by 
“ patience  and  comfort  of  thy  holy 
‘‘  word,  we  may  embrace  and  ever  hold 
“ fast  the  blessed  hope  of  everlasting 
“ life,  which  Thou  hast  given  us  in  Our 
“ Saviour  Jesus , Christ.”  Amen. 
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